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VOLUME THE SECOND. 


BOOK & 
EHnAP. f. U poor Anelia the happiclt of wanten, 1 
Kt ve -n — Indeed I do, anſwered ſhe briſkly 
tonTaining vERY MYSTERIOUS * O, Mr. Booth! there is 3 ſpeck of 
Ke 20 CLE AR PECH ; © white in her fortune, which, when jt 


Iss Matthews did not in 


Booth in s of 
| tenderneſs. eyes, tlie 
; moſt eloquent orators on 
' eccaſions, exerted their utmoſt 
force 3 and, at' the coticluſion of his 
yu ſhe caſt a lovk as languiſhingly 
„ as ever Cleopatra gave WAY 
chony. In real fact, this Mr. Boo 
A her firſt —_ and had _ 
e impreſſions on r 
g * of 


ns the 1 ** 
„an ruys 
Lowe — U be in N 
When Booth had finiſhed his tory, 
3 filence enſued of ſome minutes; an 
interval Which the painter would de- 
ſcribe much better than the writer. 
Some readers may, however, be able 


to make pre inent conjettures 
what , have fad above, eſperially f 


Le they ire told that Miſs Matthews 
broke the filence by a ſigh, and tried, 
© Why ts Mr. Booth unwilling to allow 
me the happineſs of thinking my miſ- 
© fortunes have been of —.— ons 
vantage to him? Sure the ha - 
melia would not be elgch cp ev 
© me that No; not if ſhe 
* was as much the fondeſt as ſhe is the 
* happieſt of women. Good Heaven 
Madam, ſaid be, © do you call my 


'F the Jeaſt fall ſhort of Mr. 


Ga 0G Gade s02z 0c ae 0 640 &,a.0 
— 


© to your colours, li 
't window, Upon this, a yotng h 72 
1 $; 
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which can attend her. Perhaps 
not be ſenſible of it; but it 


5 79 
155 


15 
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T 
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of making the kind, the ten- 
the affectionate huſband the 
Amelia in thoſe days was un- 
Heaven had not then 


Q. 


12 


je 
4. 
zZ 
F 
: 
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convinced of it. O Heavens | how 
a thouſand little circumſtances croud 


you ſtooped, took up my glove, and, 
e 

it up to th 

©. who ſtodd by, faid, ** So, 


en young officer hath accepted 
oc allege.“ I bluſhed Wen, dd 1 


e we vows * I confeſs to your 
© I thought you the prettieſt young 
0 low I had ever fn; and, upon m 

: L 2 6 foul, 
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really have — ſo ?* anſwered 
ſhe; © however, there is ſome polite- 
c . if there be no ſincerity in what 

you ſay. Here the r of = 


I rw caſtle in 
enterin the roo hen e 
mony, acquainted lady gen- 


tleman, that it was locking - up time; 
and addreſſin Booth, by the name of 
captain, him if he- would ya 
pleaſe to have a bed z:a4ldprgothat 
might have one in the next room to the 
lady, but that it would come dear ; for 
that he never let a bed in that room 
under a guinea, nor could he afford it 
cheaper to his father. | 

No anſwer was made to this propo- 


f dub Mak n a who. had al- 
s of _ 
95 125 ne hs Pat © Me 


5 


© nd mult firſt lock up. — 
2 2 laid Mifs e with 

* the captain and I fhould have 
i A wind to ſit up ! ig 7 Wich 
* all | of haart 


if && ® 


Td 1 forth 3 


1 e s 


a i | 1 4 f 
425 to, Aber — * 506. 
4 | is, * itn 


I | 
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= 
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", 


n ih 14" ent to 
, to fax, 2 


ou 

dme. 
4K. 2. having — 
his fee, departed j and turning the key, 
left the gentleman and lady to them- 


ſelves. 
In imitati him, we will lock 
kewiſe a Re * do — 
e to e 0 
the p 1 If — cen 


ders mould be diſappointed on this oc- 


2 we will recommend ſuch readers 
agiey with which certain 
82 lately been pleaſed to oblige 
the world, where they will poſſibly find 
every thing recorded that paſſed at this 


80 But 3 we decline painting the 
ſcene, it is not == intention to con- 


ceal from Id the of Mr. 
Booth, or 6 his air * cer- 


th Wee "with: the We of vin 


to drink a 8 of Jome- 
nl which "the verner im- tue and chaſtity. 
b 5 1 7 0 forth the praiſes _. To, ſay the 
2 ek pn and Abe * ane for the 
« hip, or. farth& e. 6, tleman, than of cha! 
levy Produced 4 lirge bow! of That "tis Bake, 
ae woman in the worl 1 m we mould 
1 r having e 11 . ſorry to e as yoketl to a man 
* FL $ bf his. 9 'by a hearty o worth nar honour. 
ught, began to revive the other oy W. deſire, therefore, hs 258 
Wa. that be was juſt goh ttred and candid reader wi 


to weigh attentively the ſeveral * | 


eixcuniſtances which occured ſo cxiti- 


cally, that Fortune ſeemed to Have uſe uſed 
er. utmoſt endeavours to 0 
th's conſtancy. 


efore his eyes à fine yo 
in 1 feſt] bee young on 5 


185 into co not concern ations, and uhug every art to ſoften, 
but bngle and echte afe tW]6 1ß² lure, ta win, and to inflame; 
* things. If 23 up double, Lex- him 5 the time and 5 
4 F, aer Ad. that « him 4 1 Mr Boo . 
captain cannot t's out of you o in higheſt vigour, 
> the way:_ it is but the price ol a "his; an lai Je n add one ſingle 
cio ances | S, were 
© opts, fs Matthews s face became of the bag her 9 then Fe wil not 
* of ſcarlet at thoſe words. How- *acquit ps he muſt be con- 
Ever, the muſtered u . her ſpirits, E % 21 FI I have voting more a 
t to Booth, ſai What ſay. vou defence. 15 
4 captain ? for my own part, I — os ao | 
TX + dmch th peek to vp * * 81 A 4 * . 
ä e grrater charms for yo! 
29" WH winch or the pillow? I 


dam, anſwered Booth, * you have 
ba a Sea mes than +. doubt 


- 3 
x 


4h? Larter. PART... OP WICK 
n RXPEET, WILL: RLEASE, QUR 
KEADER 


FT FEED EETEYTYT TC YT mIY TY Y YYDYYYY YT TO TERENCE INT TTY 


w,0 


7 
0 
a_—_ 2 


ts 8 
_ — 


AM ER L ITA. 
„ beuld with; 1 Hould be the happieft 


| $4 rde ge vrt ran 8 vun 
| FORMER» _ * 

* * 
9 lady and 
gentleman live in this criminal 


" 
. 


xonverfation, in which the happineſs 


of the former was much more perfedt 
than that of the latter; for though the 
charms of :Miſy 2 and her 
exceſſive endearments; ſometimes lulled 


every thought in the ſweet lethargy of 


—— ; yet in che intervals of his fits, 
—— np err him, and 
; the ind injuretl 
— ,. In 


fad, if we this world only, it 


83 


of womankind!'—* You would not 
4 ſure, Madam, ſaid Booth, * defire a 
s ſacrifice, Which I muſt be a villain 
to make to any? Defhre!* anſwer- 
ed ſhe ; are there any bounds to the 
4. defires of love | have not I been ſacri- 
*:ficed ? hath not my firſt love been 
« torn from my bleeding heart? I elaim 
© a prion right. As for ſacrifices, 
© I can make them too | and would fa. 
© crifice the whole world at the leaſt 
« call of my love. 

Here ſhe delivered a letter to Booth, 
which ſhe had received within an hour, 
GO TIN of which were theſe x 


che intereſt of pw £5 to be either - 


——— leatly bad. 

_ 1 — conſcience, 
1 it. The many bitter 

than gently every bad ation coſts 


A mind in which therd are any remains 
of - neſs, are not to be compenſat- 
'ed by. the higheſt pleaſure which fach 
an action can produce. 
»80'it; happened to Mr. Booth. Re- 
tance never failed to follow = 
ons; and ſo perverſe 
our judgment, and — is the 
deſcent of vice, when once we are en- 
tered into it; the ſame crime which he 
now ted of, became'a reaſon for 
doing that which/was to cauſe his fu- 
ture repentance; and he continued to 
ſin on, becauſe he had. begun. His re- 
pentance however ſtill heavier 
and heavier, till at laſt it flung him 
into a melancholy, which Miſs Mat- 
_— ived, and — which 
co not avoid expreſſing ſome re- 
ſentment in obſcure hints, and _ 
cal compliments on Amelia's f 
rity to whole ſex, who cou = 
cloy a $384 young fellow by many years 
eſlion.. She would then repeat the 
— which others had made to 
could not for- 
out, Upon my ſoul, 
11 ee ay chief 
van on my ſide, is in m 
ior ory Yor love, in _ 
2 — of men, hach one quality at 
"| leaſt of à fever, which is to prefer 
* coldneſs in che object. Confeſs, dear 
© Will, is there not ſomething vaſtly 
© re in che cool air of a prude 


pear ons 2 


Booth fetched a deep ſigh, and be 
never more to mention Amehia's 


* that you _— think mie ungenerv 


an happineſs, which - 


60 DEAREST MADAM; | 


6 HOSE only who waly Know 

« what love is, can have any con- 
«© ception of the horrors I felt at hear 
ing of your confinement at my arrival 
« in town, which was this morning. 
% I immediately ſent * lawyer to 
« enquire into the particulars, who 
„ brought me the agreenble news that 
the man whole heart's blood ought 
not to be valued at che rate of a ſingle 
* hair of yours, is entirely out of all 
% danger, and that you might be ad- 
% mitted to bail. I preſently ordereg 
4 him to go with two of my tradeſmen, 
4 who are to be bound in any ſum for 


ance, if he ſhould be mean 
4c — to proſecute you. Though 


— you may ex attorney with 
ſoon, T would not delay —— 
2 will be 
« a le to you. My chariot wi 
<« attend at the fame time to carry you. 
oh 1 you pleaſe. You may eaſilʒ 
ſs what a violence I have done to 
40 ce Stef 3 in not waiting on you in per- 
« ſon; but I, who know deli- 
« cacy, feared it- might offend and 
us 
our diſtreſſes 
am reſolved 
“ to owe to your oF ift alone; when 
« your mature mall indveg you 
« ta beſtow on me what no man, living 
«© can merit. I u will pardon 
5© all the contents of "this haſty letter, 
« and do me the»hgnour of believin mas 


a enough to 


ope from 


% me, deareft Madam, your moſt pa 


«© fionate admirer, and moſt obedrent 
ec humble ſervant, p 


<6 Dation:® * 
Booth 


£4 
bore ſeen th — hand ; —_ his 
ot hurry af ipirits could not 
+ whoſe it . nor. did the 
lady give. him any time for reflec« 
Hon : for he had ſcarce read the letter, 
when ſhe produced a little bit of paper, 
and; cried out, Here, Sir ; here are the 


contents which he fears will offend - 


me. She then put a bank- bill of a 
bundred pounds into Mr. Booth'shands, 
end aſked him with a Imile, if he did 


not think Ihe had reaſon. to be offended | 


with fo much inſolenct. 
Before Booth could return an anſwer, 


the N arrived, and introduced 
Mr. 


| ogers the 2 who acquaint- 
ed the lady that he brought her diſ- 
charge from her confinement, and that 
a chariot waited at the door to attend 
her wherever ſhe pleaſed. * a) 
She recerved the diſcharge from Mr. 
s, and ſaid ſue was very much 
obliged to the gentleinan who employ- 
ed him, but that ſhe would not ma 
uſe of the chariot, as ſhe had no notion 
cf leaving that wretched place in a 
triumphant manner; in which reſolu- 
tion, when the attorney found her ob- 
ſtinate, be withdrew, as did the go- 
vernor with many bows, and as many 
ladyſtips. | "Tue 
hey were no ſooner gone, than 
Booth aſked the lady why ſhe would 
refuſe the . chariot of a gentleman who 
bad behaved with ſuch exceſſive reſpect. 
She looked earneſtly upon bim, and 
cried, © How unkind is that queſtion! 
do you imagine I would go and leave 
* you in ſuch aſituayun? T hou knoweſt 
* but little of Caliſta. Why, do you 
© think I would aci this h 
pounds from a man 1 diſlike, unleſs 
it was to be ſerviceable to the man I 
© love? I inſiſt on your taking it as 
your own, and uſing whatever you 
* want of it.” 
Booth proteſted in the ſolemneſt man- 
ner, RT would not touch a ſhilling 
of it; ſaying, he had already received 
too many obligations at her hands, and 
more than ever he ſhould be able, he 
feared, to repay. * How unkind,” an- 
ſwered ſhe, is every word you fay,| 
Why will you mention obligations? 
love never confers any. It doth every 
thing for it's own ſake. I am not 
* therefore obliged to the man whole 
© paſſion makes him generous :. for 1 


. hal bow inconſidcrable the whole 


AN ELI A. 


left the lady to dreſs ber 


Ea i 
em 


© world would appear to me, if I could 
© throw it after my heart," 
Much more of this kind paſſed; ſhe ſtill 
Fe the bank · note upon him, ; 
he as abſolutely „ till i 
„ and went 
to walk in the area of the priſon 
Miſs Matthews now applied to the 
—— to ny wt _— ſhe 
might procure. 8 liberty. 
The governor an „As he cannot 
« get bail, it will be a difhcult matter; 
, 2 money — ſure there muſt be: 
on Nel occaſions. 2 1 
© have not . wherewithal-as the faw re- 


© quires to entitle themſelves to juſtice, 


+ why they muſt be beholden to other 
„people, to give them their 1: 3 
and people will not, to be ſure, ſuffer 
© others to be beholden to them for no- 
thing) whereof there is teaſon ;z 
for how ſhould we all live, if it was 
not for theſe. things !“ Well, well,“ 
ſaid ſne; and how much will it coſt? 
— How much !' anſwered he; © how 
© much! why, let me ſee— Here he 
heſitated ſome time, and then anſwered, 
that for five guineas he would un- 
dertake to | procure the e his 
diſcharge— that being the ſum which 
he computed to remain in the lady's 
for as to the gentleman's, he 
been acquainted with the 
ineſs of it. | ET: 
iſs Matthews, to whom money 
was as dirt, (indeed ſhe may be thought 
not to have known the value of it) de- 
livered him the bank-hill, and bid him 
get it changed : For if the whole, ſa 
ſhe, * will procure him his liberty, 
+ ſhall have it this evening. | 
© The whole, Madam! anſwered the 
ernor, as ſoon as he had recovered 
is breath; for it almoſt forſook him 
at the ſight of the black word hundred. 
No, no. There might be people in- 
deed— but I am not one of thoſe. 


4 A hundred l no, n nothing ing like it. 
4 As for myſelf, 1 1 fa I will be 
content with five guineas, and I am 
© ſure that's little enough. What other 


people will expect, I cannot exaQl 
lay. To de ſure, his worſhip's — 


vill expect to touch pretty handſome» 


* ly; as for his worſhip - himſelf, he 
never touches any thing, that is, naʒt 
* to ſpeak of ; but then the conſtable 
£ will expect ſomething, and the watch- 
men muſt have ſomething, and the 

2 « lawyers 


. 7 
14 : 5 
r . r.... ⅛˙ ü ̃ — “ü ͤ VO I Io fo nets f F 


wie — ——— — ry 


2 


41 A N — — © nll 


2 5 
2 — 2—— Wh ” 
a Ez 2 I 


— 5 
Lune 


ih 


— 


— 


=yx ji WW 700 1 Al 0 
= n mw 4 l) by 10 


fefa a 


e my} 


oy, 
Vu. Nh WW. 07. hy | 
i" MR Wyatt ih 10 6 
n wi j 
e e. 


| 


1 10 il 
wy 160 | 
00 WW 
9 i 00 I 

EA 


2 
Nl 


o 
* 


25 


SHI 


© 


Win 
0 


— 
7 
| 


* 


wo 


0 5 


1 
* 4 
* +34 


MIL 


- 
: 


Haber fe 


cee 


1 


I 


1 27 "= 3 LT RW Va De 2 


N f 2 Fa. 8 
. = =2 (0 
ba: 8 


NK Publica as the Act directs by Tharriſon & C FApril 1780- 


Wie 


— 
— 


= 
Fond (= 


in} RF 


| ſſaſſſumſſen 


Weg 


U 
0 
U 


fl 


> 
fl 


| 
| 


W 


mmm; 


HA 


5 
mY 


114}, — 


TD 


1 


ul ah f. 


268 2 FTE ' ene. e Orme. imH43q * PT” I" _ ——— 1 r ˙²˙ IST I anat a ES 


. 


voice was heard, to cry" out haſtily 
„Where is r 

ſpectre, all pale and breathleſs, ruſh- 
— ed into the room, and fell into Mr. 
ut Booth ams, where the immediately 
u fainte a np * 
| - Booth made ſhift'to ſupport tus lave- 
h burden. though he was himſelf in a 


W 


9 5 
25 


e ſhillings; the taken in thole features 3 tho 
be faid, diſburſed in meeting you here might almoſt n 


* 


ts of which virtuous women ute 


She erally fo Iibexgl to a frail ſiſter : but 


Who thought the nation ne'er could thrive, 

Till all the whores were burnt alive. 

Her virtue could ſupport itſelf with 
it's own intrinſic worth, without bor- - 

rowing any aſſiſtance from the vices of 
other women ; and ſhe confidered their. 

i natural infirmities as the objects 

int pity, not of contempt or abhorrenoe. 
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When Amelia, therefore, perceived 
the viſible confuſion in Miſs Matthews; 
the preſently called to remembrance 
ſome ſtories which ſhe had imperfectly 
heard; for, as ſhe was not naturally 
attentive to ſcandal, and had 
very little company fince her return to 

d, ſhe was far from being a 
iltreſs of the lady's Whole hiſtory. 
wever, ſhe had heard enough to 
impute her confuſion to the right cauſe ; 
1 ge hr to her, and told her ſhe 


was extremely to meet her in ſuch 


that no ve 
I... 


3 place, but 


misfortune was the 


* Tam in ſuch 
Here Booth interpoſed 

fore acquainted Amelia in a whiſper, 
that his confinement was at an <nd. 
* The unfortunate accident, my dear, 
faid be, which t this 


4 to this melanch „ia en- 
< tzxely determined; —1 . now as 
< abſolutely at her liberty as. myſelf,” - 

Amelia imputing the extreme cold. 


demands of the governor, which in one 
day only had amomted to a pretty com- 
fiderable fum ;z for he with great den- 


* - L: bills Ty 
e eee 


It may ſeem, ** ended 
ſome readers; '1 Miſe Matthews 
ſhould have maintained that cold re- 


ſerve towards Amelia, ſo as barely 40 


keep within the rules of civility, in- 
fiezd of embracing an | opportunk 


which ſeemed to offer, of gain — 
degree of intunacy with a wife, whoſe 


husband the was fo fond of ; but be- 


fides that ker ſpirits were entirely diſ. a 1 
concerted by ſo ſudden and unexpected. to cat ry mw this petit, ud 
. . a 8 


ſometimes a Uittie 


86 A MUEILIIA.. 


2 diſappointment ; and beſides the e. 
treme/ horrors -which ſhe conceived at 
the: preſence of her rival} thete is, I be- 
heve,. ſomething ſo . 
ſpicious in the nature of — * 


kept cially when joined-with any great 


gree of pride, that the eyes of choſe 
whom we imagine privy to our fallings,; 
are intolerable to us, and we-are to 
aggravate their opinions to our 
CAN, 

CONTAINING WISE OBSERVATION $ 

OF THE AUTHOR, AND OTHER 
- MATTERS, - e * 


Tu: ier 


than to lay down any fixed 
certain rules for: happineſs 3 or indee 
to judge with any precifion of the hnp- 
pineſs of others, from the 'knowledy 
of external circumſtances. There is 
K of black in the 
odlours of Fortune, 


brighteſt and 


which contaminates and deadens 4 


whole. On che contrary, When 

without looks dark and diſmal, there 
is often. a ſecret ray of light within the 
mind, which turns every ching to real 
joy and-gladneſs, WD 
1 dere in 'the'courſe&f my Hfe ſeen 


make occaſions to mae this obſerya- 
| tions and Mr. Both was at prefent a 


pregnant inſtance f it's truth, 


; very 

He was juſt delivered. from © priſon, 
and in the poſſeſion of tis beloved wife 
» and hitzen and (which might be 


greatly to augments joy) 


„and atie1 „hat 
of all taſks, tent he 
man; but he found ne 
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the curſe 


not Amelia s ſimplicity helped him 
much better ſueceſs. 
This worthy woman lainly 
perceived the diſorder in her uiband's 
mind; and having no doubt of the 
cauſe of it, eſpecially when ſhe ſaw 
the tears ſtand in his eyes at the ſigh 
of his children, threw her arms ron 
his neck, and embracing him- with 
rapturous fondneſs, cried out, My 
dear Billy, 4et nothing make you un- 
4 | Heaven will, I doubt not, pro- 
0 vide for us and theſe poor = 40g 
« Great fortunes are not neceſſary to 
« happineſs. | For my own part, I can 
© level my mind with any ſtate; and for 
« thoſe poor 4 things, whatever con- 
© dition of life we breed them to, that 
vill be ſufficient to maintain them in. 
How many-thouſands abound in af- 
© fluence, -whoſe fortunes, are much 
< lower than ours for it is not from 
nature, but from education and ha- 
© bit, that our wants are chiefly derived. 
Make yourſelf eaſy therefore, my dear 
© lovez for you, have a wife who will 
* think herſelf happy with you, and en- 
< deavour to make you ſo, in any fitua- 
tion Fear nothing, Billy; induſtry 
© will always provide us a wholeſome 
« meal, and I will take care that neat - 
©, neſs and chearfulneſs ſhall make it a 
0 ant one. 14 
| Booth preſently took the cue which. 
ſhe had given him, He fixed his eyes 
on her for a minute, with great earneſt - 
neſs. and inexpreſſible tenderneſs ; and 
then cried, O, my Amelia, how much 
© are. you my ſuperior in every perfec- 
tion | how wiſe, how great, how noble 
© arg your ſentiments! why. can I not 
« imitate what I ſo much ire? why 
can I not look with your conſtancy 
« ons. thoſe. dear little pledges of our 
loves? All my philoſophy is baffled 
with the thought, that my Amelia's 
children are to ſtruggle with a cruel, 
hard, unfeeling world, and to buffet 
© thole waves * fortune which have 
© overwhelmed. their father. Here, I 
«own, I. want your firmneſs, and am 
not without an excuſe for wanting it; 
for am I not the cruel cauſe of all 
* your wretchedneſs ? have I not ſtept 
c LE ou and fortune, and been 
I obſtacle to all your great- 
* neſs and happineſs?” 3 
« Say not 4 my love, anſwered ſhe, 


* 
— 


| SALTS WW 
probably ſunk under this attempt, had 


Great I might have been, but never 
© happy with any other man. Indeed, 
« dear Billy, I laugh at the fears you 
formerly ; raiſed. in me: what ſeemed, 
© ſo terrible at a diſtance, now it ap- 
« proaches nearer, appears to have been 
© a mere bugbear ;z and let this comfort 
« you, that I look on myſelf at this day 
as the happieſt of women; nor have 
I done any thing which I do not re- 
joice in, and would, if I had the gitt 
© of preſcience, do again. buy > 
Booth was ſo overcome with this be- 
haviour, that he had no words to an- 
(wer. To ſay the truth, it was diffi- 
cult to find any worthy of the occaſion. 
He threw himſelf proſtrate at her feet, 
whence poor Amelia was forced to uſe 
all her ſtrength, as well as intreaties, 
to raiſe and replace him in his chair. 
Such is ever the fortitude of perfe& 
innocence, and fuch the efron ot 
ilt in minds not utterly abandoned. 
th was naturally of a . — tem 


per; nor would any ſuch apprehenſions 


as he mentioned have been tufficient to 
have reſtrained his joy at meeting with 
his Amelia. In fact, a reflection on 
the injury he had done her was the ſole 
cauſe of his grief. This it was that 
enervated his heart, and threw him in- 
to agonies which all that profuſion of 
heroick tenderneſs that the moſt excel- 
lent of women intended for his comfort 


ſerved only to r and aggavate ; 
＋ 


as the more ſhe roſe in his admiration, 
the more ſhe quickened his ſenſe of his 
own unworthineſs. | 


After a ae evening, the firſt 
of that kind that he had ever paſſed with 


his Amelia, in which he had the utmoſt 
difficulty to force a little chearfulneſs, 
and in which her ſpirits were at length 
overpowered by diſcerning tlie impreſ- 
ſion on his, they retired to reit, ox ra- 


ther to miſery, which need not be de- 


ſcribed, 2 1 EE 
The next morning breakfaſt, Booth 
to recover a little from his melan- 
choly, and to taſte the company of his 
children. He now firſt thought of en- 
quiring of Amelia, by what, weans ſhe 
had —— the of his confine- 
ment. Amelia, after gently rebuki 
him for. not having himſelf acquaint 
her with it; informed him, that it was 
known all over the country, and that 
ſhe ad traced the original of it to her 
ſiſter, who had ſpread the news. with a 
malicious joy, 7 a circumitance 


which 
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made her too 


| 
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which 


ich” would have Frightened” her ts 


death 
; wamch five little credit to it, which 


„5 that he was committed for mur- 
der. But though the had diſcredited 
this part, ſhe ſaid, the not hearing from 
him, during ſeveral ſucceſhve poſts, 
nſive of the reſt. 
That ſhe got a conveyance therefore for 
herſelf and children to Saliſbury, from 
whence the ſtage-coach had brought 
them to town; and havin depoſited the 
children at his lodging, of which he had 
fent her an account on his firſt arrival 
m-town, ſhe took a hack, and came di- 
rectly to the priſon where ſhe heard he 
was, and where ſhe found him. 
Booth excuſed himfelf, and with 
truth, as to his not having writ; for in 
fa& he had writ twice from the priſon, 
though he had mentioned nothing of his 
confinement ; but as he ſent away his 
tetters after nine at night, the fellow to 
whom they were entruſted, had burnt 


them both for the lake of putting the 


two pence in his own poeket, or rather 
in the pocket of the keeper of the next 

2 | | | 
2 to the accourit which Amelia gave 
— s ſerved rather to raiſe than to ſa- 
tisfy his curioſity. He began to ſu- 
cel, that e had ſeen both 


dim and Miſs Matthews together in the 


priſon, and had confounded her caſe 

with his ; and this the circumſtance of 

murder made the more probable. But 

who this perfon ſhould be, he could not 

goebs. "Aker giving himſelf therefore 
pains 


in forming conjectures to no 
kacke he was Forced to reſt contented 
ith his ignorance of the real truth. 


Two or three days now paſſed without 


E any thing remarkable; un- 
els it were, that Booth more and more 


' tecovered his ſpirits, and had now al- 


moſt regained his former degree of 
chearfulneſs, when the following letter 
arrived again to tormeut him: 


* DEAR BILLY, | | 
6. O conyince you I am the 
EET 
«© giver ole tot 
; — — of my fortunate 
« rival; I can refrain no longer from 
© letting youknowthatT lodge in Dean 
«* $treet, not far from the church, at the 
4 of the Pelican and Trumpet; 
6 I expett this evening to ſee you. 
4 Believe me, T am with — 


al ivy ether enn io d in 
* can be, my deer" Billy, your affec- 
F 


© tionate; fond, d | 

6d, F. Ma TTHEWS:* 

Booth tore the letter with rage, and 
fhrew it into the'fire ; reſolving never 
to viſit the lady more, unleſ it was to 
ay her the money ſhe had lent him, 

ich he was determined to do the 
firſt opportunity: for it was not at pre 
ſent in his pow-er. n 
This letter threw him back into his 
fit of dejection, in which he had not 
continued long, when à packet from 
the c brought him the following 
ſrom his friend Dr. Harriſon : 


ku ens, Jan. af. N. 8. 
t 
| HOUGH TI am now on my re- 


1 * turn home, I have taken up 
ere wry 
* 


1 , 4 . " 
— 
% 


. 
: 
44 
ce 


news I have heard from 
© which gives me much uneaſineſs, and 


concerning which I can indeed de- 


© liver my ſentiments with much more 
* eaſe this way than any other. In my 
* anſwer to your laſt, 1 ”= freely gave 
you my opinion, in which-it was my 
© misfortune to difapprove — — 
you had taken; Por thoſe were 

c pardonable errors. Can you be ſo 


« partial to yourſelf, upon cool and 
6 Eber reflection, to think what I am 


© going to mention is ſo? I wav pr 
„e it appears to me a folly of ſo 
monſtrous 'a kind, that had I heard 
. it from any but a perſon of the high- 
« eſt honour, I ſhould have rejected it 
© as utterly incredible. I hope you al - 
ready gueſs what I am about to name; 


© ſince Heaven forbid — 7 ＋ ney | 
oice of 


© ſhould afford you any e 
© groſs inſtances of weakneſs! In a 


© word, then, you have ſet-up an equi- 


0 - What ſhall I invent in your 
4 5 either to others, or to my- 
4 felf ? In truth, I can find no-excuſe 
© For you; and what is more, I am cer- 
© tain you can find none for . 
©T muſt deal therefore very plainly 
© and fincerely with you. Vanity is 
© always contemptible z but hen join- 
© ed with diſhoneſty, it becomes odious 
© ind deteſtable. At whoſe 


are you to ſupport this equiphge? 


© it not en at the expence 


tirely 
© others; and will it not finally end 
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AMELIA- 


in that of your poor wife and chil- 
© dren ? you know you are two 
© ih arrears to me. If I could impute 
* this to any 
« accident, T think 1 ſhould never 
© have mentioned it; but I will not 
n rt the ridi- 
© culous, and, I muſt fay, criminal 
« yanity of any one. I expect there- 
« fore to find” at return, that 
« have either difcharged my whole 
« debt, or your equipage. Let me 
beg you ſeriouſly to conſider your 
« circumſtans:?s and condition in life, 
and to remember that your ſituation 
« will not juſtify any the leaſt unne- 
« ceſſary . « Simply to be 
« poor,” fays my favourite Greek 
« hiſtorian, © was not held ſcandalous 
« by the wiſe Athenians ; but highly 
«« ſo, to owe that poverty to oux own 
« indiſeretion. reſent my affections 
to Mrs. Booth, and be aſſured, that 
1 ſhall not, without great reaſon, 
and great pain too, ever ceaſe to be, 
Four moſt faithful friend, 
© R. HARRISON.” 


Had this letter come at any other 
time, it would have given Booth the 
moſt ſenſible affliftion ; but fo totall 
had the affair of Mifs Matthews poſ- 
ſeſſed his mind, that, like a man in a 
moſt raging fit of the gout, he was 
ſcarce capable of any additional tor- 
ture; nay, he even made an uſe of 
this latter epiſtle, as it ſerved to account 
to Amelia for that concern which he 
really felt on another account. The 

deceived therefore applied 
erſelf to give him comfort where he 
leaſt wanted it. She ſaid he might 
eaſily perceive that the matter 
deen miſrepreſented to the doctor, who 
would not, ſhe was ſure, retain the leaſt 
anger againſt him, when he knew the 
real truth. 

After a ſhort converſation on this 
—_ in — — m__ appeared to 

confoled by the ments 
of Fi wife, they a e 
take a walk in the Park, and ſhe re- 


mained at home to prepare him his 


dinner. 
eparted, than his 


He was no ſooner d 
little boy, not quite fix years old, ſaid 


to Amelia, Lal mamma, what is the 


matter with my ? what 
+ mobs dim lock P en 


extraordinary or common 


89 


ing to cry? he is not half fo merry - 
6 0 he uſed to be in the country.” A- 
melia anfwered, 5 = — 4 — 
c is only a little thou : 
6 2 be — in 2 Then 
looking fondly on her children, the 
burſt into an agony of tears, and cried, 
© Oh, heavens! what have theſe poor 
© litle infants done? why will the 
© barbarous world ay oper to ſtarve 
them, riving us of our only 
© friend 28.5 hs your father is 
« ruined, and. — are 8 2 
children preſently accompanie I 
mother's — ol ow — cried, 
Why, will an y hurt 
0 * he Wok an n 
C body * No, my dear child, ſaid 
the mother, he is the beſt man in the 
« world, and therefore they hate him. 
Upon which the boy, who was ex- 
tremely ſenſible at his years, anſwer- 
ed, Nay, mamma, how can that be? 
© have not you often told me, that if 
© I was body would loye 
me? — All people will,“ an- 
ſwered ſne. Why don't they love 
0 paps then ?” replied the child; © for 
« I am fure he is "I btn 80 
* they do, my dear, faid the mother ; 
* but there are more bad people in 
* the world, and they will hate you 
* for your eſs. — Why then 
© bad people," cries the child, * are 
© loved by more than the . (No 
« matter for that, my dear, ſaid ſhe; 
© the love of one good perſon is more 
* worth having, than that of a thou- 
© ſand wicked ones: nay, if there was 
no ſuch perſon in the world, ſtill you 
© muſt be a good boy; forthere is One 
© in heaven who will love you, and his 
love is better for you than that of all 
Daun hel dial — 
1s little ogue, vd are - 
henfive, will be nl with contempt 
by many; indeed we ſhould not have 
thought it worth recording, was it not 
for the excellent example which Ame- 
lia here gives to all mothers. This 
admirable woman never let a day paſs, 
without inſtructing her children in 
ſome leſſon of religion and morality. 
By which means ſhe had, in their ten- 
der minds, ſo ſtrongly annexed the 
ideas of fear and ſhame to every idea 
of evil of which they were ſuſceptibl 
that it muſt require pains and 
length of habir to them. 
"TTY M 2 Though 
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thers, ſhe never ſuffered 


998 - 


Though ſhe was the tendereſt of mo- 
any ſymptom 
of malevolence to ſhew itſelf in their 
moſt trifling actions without diſcou- 
ragement, without rebuke; and, if it 
broke forth with any rangour, without 
puniſhment. In which ſhe had ſuch 
ſueceſs, that not the leaſt marks of 
pride, envy, malice, or Joins diſco- 
vered itſelf in any of their little words 
or deeds, _, | 8 


” 


CHAP. IV, 
IN WHICH AMELIA APPEARS IN NO 
 UNAMIABLE LIGHT. 


ME LI A, with the aſſiſtance of a 

little girl, who was their only. 
ſervant, had dreſſed her dinner; and ſhe 
had likewiſe dreſſed herſelf as neat as 
any lady who had a regular ſet of ſer- 
vants could have done; when Booth 
returned, and brought with him his 
friend James, whom he had met with 
in the Park; and who, as Booth abſo- 
lutely refuſed to dine away from his 


wife, to whom .he had promiſed to re- 


turn, had invited himſelf. to dine with 
him, Amelia had none of that paultry. 
ride, which poſſeſſes ſo many of her 
ex, and n their tem- 


pers, and gives them the air and looks 
Þ 4 


of furies, if their huſbands bring in 
an unexpected gueſt, without giving 
them timely warning to provide a ſa- 
crifice to Nate own vanity. Amelia 
received her huſband's friend with the 
utmoſt complaiſance and good-humour : 
ſhe made indeed ſome apology for the 
homelineſs of her dinner; but it was 
politely turned as a compliment to Mr. 
Fan friendſhip, which would carr 
. him where he was ſure of being ſo ill 
entertained; and gave not the leaſt 
hint how magnificeatly ſhe would have 
provided, bad be expetted the fawour 
pf fo much good company. A phraic 
which is generally. meant to contain 
not only an apology for the lady of 


- the houſe, but a tacit ſatire on her 


gueſts for their intruſion, and is atleaſt 
a ſtrong. inſiguation that they are not 
e . 

Amelia failed not to enquire very 
earneſtly after ber old friend Mrs. 
Jewes, formerly Miſs Bath, and was 

cry, on. nd that the was not in 
tOwAam truth was, as James had 


AM EE bag 


married qut- of a violent liking,o 
appetite to, her perſon, Pen bas 
ſurfeited him, and he was now grown. 
ſo heaxtily tired of his. wife, that ſhe. 
had very little of his company; ſhe was 
forced therefore ta content herſelf with. 
being the miſtreſs of a large houſe and 
equipage in the country, ten months. 
in the year 15 herſelf. The other two 
he indulged her with the diverſions of 
the town; but then, though they Nas. 
ttle 


ed under the ſame root, the had 


more of her huſband's ſociety, than if 
they had been one hundreg miles apart. 
Wich all this, as ſhe-was. a woman of 
calm r ſhe made herſelf content 
ed; for ſhe' had never had any violent 
affection for James; the match was. of 
the prudent kind, and to her advantage: 
for his fortune, by the death of an uncle, 
was become very conſiderable; and ſhe. 
had gained every thing by the bargain, 
but a huſhand, which her conſtitution 
ſuffered her to be very well ſatisfied 
without. ö 
When Amelia, after dinner, retired 
to her children, James began to talk to 
his friend concerning his affairs. He 
adviſed Booth very earneſtly to think 
of getting again into tho army, inwhich 
he himſelf had met with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that he had obtained the command of a 
regiment, to which his brother-in-law 
was lieutenant-colonel, Theſe prefer- 
ments they both owed to the favour of 
fortune only: for though there was no 
objection to either of their military 
characters ; yet neither of them had 


any extraordinary deſert : and it merit. 
in the ſervice was a ſufficient: recom-- 


mendation, Booth, who had bcen twice 
wounded in the ſiege, ſeemed to have 
the faireſt pretenſions; but he remained 
a Poor OE lieutenant, and the 
others were, as. we have ſaid, one of 
them a lieutenant- colonel, and the other 
had a regiment. Such rifes we often 
ſee in life, without being able to give 
any ſatisfactory account of the meuns, 
and therefore aſcribe them to the good 
fortune of the perſon, 
Both Colonel James and his brother- 
in-law. were members of parliament : 
for as the uncle of the former had left 
hun, together with his eſtate, an almoſt 
certain intereſt in a borough, ſo he 
chote to confer this tavour on Colong| 
Bath; à circumſtance Which would 
have been highly immatexial to mention 
kere, but as it Terves to ſet forth the 
goodnets 
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to make up in Kindneſs to the family, 
What he wanted in fondneſs for his 


Colonel James then endeavoured all 
in his power to perſuade Booth to think 
again of a military life, and very kind- 
ly offered him his (intereſt towards ob- 
taining him a, company in the regiment 
under his command. Booth muſt have 
been a madman in his preſent cireum- 
ſtances to have heſitated ore moment 
at accepting fuch an offer ; and he well 
knew. Amelia, notwithſtanding her a- 
verſion. to the army, was much too 
wiſe to make the leaſt ſcruple of giving 
her conſent. Nor was he, as it ap- 
peared afterwards, - miſtaken in his 
opinion of his wite's underſtanding : 
for ſhe made not the leaſt objection when 
it was communicated to her, but con- 
tented herſelf with an expreſs ſtipula- 
tion, that wherever he was commanded 
to go (for the regiment was now abroad) 
the would accompany him. 

Booth therefore _— his friend's 


_ with a profuſion of acknow- 
led 


gments; and it was agreed, that 
Booth ſhould draw up a memorial of 
his pretenſions, which Colonel James 
pndertook to preſent to ſome man of 
wer, and to back it with all the force 


he had. 


Nor did the friend&ip of the colonel 
ſtop here. You will excuſe me, dear 
« Booth,” ſaid he, * if after what you 
© have told me, (for he had been very 
explicit in revealing his affairs to him) 
6 1 ſuſpect you mult want money at this 
time. It that be the cate, as I am 
« certain it muſt be, I have fifty pieces 
« at your ſervice. This generoſity 
brought the tears into Booth's eyes ; 
— at length confeſſed, that he had 
not - five guineas in the houſe; upon 
which James gave him a bank-bill 
for twenty pounds, and ſaid he would 
give him thirty more the next time he 
aw him. 

Thus did this generous colonel (for 
generous he really was to the higheſt 
degree) reſtore peace and comfort to 
this little family; and, by this act of 
beneficence, make two of the worthieſt 
people two of the happieſt that evening. 

Here, reader, give me leave to ſtop 
a minute, to lament that fo few are to 
be found of this benign diſpoſition-; 
that while wantonneſs, vanity, avaxioe 
and ambition, are every day rioting 


au. op 
and triumplung in the follies and weak 


neſs, the ruin and deſolation of man- 
kind, ſcarce one man in à thouſand is 
capable of taſting the happineſs of 
others. Nay, give me leave to wonder 
that pride, which is conſtantly ſtrug- 
gling, and often impoſing un itſelf to 
gain ſome little pre- eminence, ſhould 
lo ſeldom hint to us the only certain 
as well as laudable way of fetting our- 
ſelves above another man; and that 
is, by becoming his beuefactor. 


CHAP. v. 
CONTAINING AN EULOGIUM UPON 


INNOCENCE, AND OTHER GRAVE 
MATTERS, * f 


OO TH paſſed that evening, and all 


the ſucceeding day, with his Ame- 
lia, without the interruption of almoſt 
a ſingle thought concerning Miſs Mat- 
thews, after having determined to 
on the Sunday, the only day he corſa 
venture without the verge in the pre: 
ſent ſtate of his affairs, and pay het 
what ſhe had advanced for him m the 
priſon. But ſhe had not fo long pa- 
tience ; tor the third day, avhile he 


was ſitting with Amelia, a letter was 


brought to him. As he knew the hand, 


he immediately put it in his pocket 
unopened, not without ſuch an altera- 


tion in his countenance, that had Ame - 
lia, who was then playing with one of 
the children, caſt her eyes towards him, 
ſhe muſt have remarked it. This ac- 
cident, however, luckily gave him time 
to recover himſelf: for Amelia was fo 
deeply engaged with the little one, that 
ſhe did not even remark the delivery of 
the letter. The maid ſoon after re- 
turned into the room, ſaying, the chair- 

man deſired to know if there was an 
anſwer to the letter. What letter?“ 
cries Booth. The letter I gave you 
© juſt now, anſwered the girl. © Sure,” 
cries Booth, the child is mad; you 
c gave me no letter. Yes, indeed 
did, Sir, ſaid the poor girl. Why 
then, as ſure as fate, cries Booth, 
I threw it into the fire, in my reverie, 
Why, child, why did you not tell 
me it was a letter ?- Bid the chairman 
come u 
ſelf ; for he will otherwiſe- dirt the 

© ſtairs with his feet.” | 

Amelia was gently chiding the * 
or 


ſtay, I will go down my- 
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might de of conſequence. However, 
_ fays he, © I will ſtep to the coffee-houle, 
and ſend him an account of this 
. * ftrange accident, which I know he 
_ 4 will pardon in my preſent ſituation.” 
Yr was overjoyed at this eſcape, 
| which poor Amelia's total want of all 
jealouſy. and ſuſpicion, made it very 
eaſy for him to accompliſh : but his 
Rleaſure was conſiderably abated, when 
upon cpening the letter, he found it to 


epntain, mixed with ſeveral very ſtrong 


expreſſions of love, ſome warm 
enes of the upbraiding king; but what 
moſt alarmed him was, a hint that it 
was in her power (Miſs r 
to make Amelia as miſerable as herſelf. 


— Furens guid femina foffts 


he bad more parti reaſons to 
prchend the — 2 lady who had 
4 3 ſo ſtrong an inſtance how tar 
could carry her revenge. She had 
already ſent a chairman to his lodgings, 
with a poſitive command not to return 
without an anſwer to her letter. This 
might of itſelf have poſſibly occaſioned 
a * — and he thought he had 


great reaſon to fear, that if ſhe did 


not carry matters ſo far as purpoſely 
add avowedly to reveal the ſecret to 
Amelia, her indiſcretion would at leaſt 
effect the diſcovery of that which he 
would at any price have concealed, 
Under theſe terrors, he might, I believe, 
be conſidered as the wretched of 
human beings. 
O © innocence, how glorious and hap- 
—— — Go that 
effes thee! thou feareſt neither the 
yes nor the tongues of men. Truth, 
he moſt powerful of all things, is thy 
ſtrongeſt friend; and the brighter the 
light is in which thou art diſplayed, 
the more it diſcovers thy tranſcendent 
beauties ! Guilt, on the 3 
2 baſe thief, ſuſpeds every eye that be- 
| holds him to be privy to his tranſ- 
ſons, and every tongue that men- 
Hons his name, to be proclaimi 
them. Fraud and Falſhood are his 
wenk and treacherous allies; and he 
lorks trembling in the dark, dreading 
eyery ray of light, leſt it ſhould diſco- 


AME T14. 
ver him, and give him up ta ſhame and | 


puniſhment!  - 


While Booth was ing in che 


Park with all theſe horrors in his mind, 
he again met his friend Colonel James, 
who ſoon took notice of that con - 
cern which the other was incapable of 
hiding. After ſome little converſa- 
tion, ſaid, * - colonel, 
I am ſure I muſt be the moſt inſenſ 
© ble of men, if I did not look on you 
« as the beſt and the trueſt friend; J 
vill, therefore, without ſcruple, re- 
< poſe a confidence in you of the high- 
© eft kind. I have often made you 
« privy to my neceſſities, I will now 


© acquaint you with my ſhame, 
C vided 2 have leiſure — 36 
© give me f — — — 
to 2 lo 5 „ ſince I will not 
0 — m Keie without informing 
<, you, at the ſame time, of thoſe cir- 
* cumſtances which, I hope, will in 
— — nin agreed to 
e colone uy 2 ta 
ive his friend + whos xn 80 
eee — y to 3 yo opt 6m 
at the corner of Sprin » where 
being in a room by Hemel Booth 
| his whole heart, and acquaint- 
the colonel with his amour with 
Miſs Matthews from the very begin · 
ning, to his receiving that letter which 
had cauſed all his preſent uneaſmeſs, 
and which he now delivered into hit 
friend's hand. 4 
The colonel read the — at- 
tentively twice over; (he was ſilent, 
indeed, long enough to have read it 
oftener:) and then turning to Booth, 
ſaid, © Well, Sir; and is it ſo grievous 
© 2 — —— * 
young lady's affection; * . 
0 — — ou allow to be fo ex- 
* tremely handſome ? “ Nay, but my 
dear friend, cries Booth, do not 
+ jeſt with me; you who know wy 
Amelia. —“ Well, my dear friend, 


anſwered James. and you ktiow, A- 


„melia, and this lady too—but-what 
< would you. have me do for ov? 
1 would have you give me your ad- 
vice, ſays Booth, © by what method 
© I fhall rid of this dreadful wo- 
man without a diſcovery. And do 
<. you really, eries the other, * deſire to 


« yet rid of her). Can vou doubt 


4 it,“ ſays Booth, © after what I have 
© communicated to you, and after 
0 - ; Cz 


— * 


what 
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Fra burp, us ho ade dy a. 


* what you- yourſelf have ſeen in my 
©; 3 notwithſtanding 
© this" fatal flip, I do not appear to 
% ie the-Sekt afin e 
ell,” anfwered James, and what- 
+ eve light may to — if 


of the , and 

« if Fuste what you — 

< ſented ber, I'll endeavour to take 
* her off our hands; but I inſiſt up- 
on it, do — me in 
Can 1 3? proteſted in 
the y pare manner, that every 
word which he had ſpoken was ſtrictly 
true; and _ aſked whether he 
would give onour never more to 
viſit 0 5 lady, he aſſured James that 
he never would. He then, at his 
friend's requeſt, delivered him Miſs 
Matthews's letter, in which was a ſe- 
cond direction to her lodgings; and de- 
clared to him, that if he could bring 
him ſafely out of this terrible affair, he 
ſhould think himſelf to have a ftill 


higher obli u to his friendſhip, 
than any which. he- had already re- 
ceived from it. 

Booth the colonel to go home 


with him to dinner; but he excuſed 
himſelf, being, as. he ſaid, already 
engaged. However, he undertook in 
the afternoon to do all in his power, 
that Booth ſhould receive no more a- 
larms from the quarter of Miſs Mat- 
thews, whom the colonel undertook 
to pay all the demands ſhe had on his 

They then ſeparated: the co- 
lonel went to dinner at the King's 
Arms, and Booth returned in high 
e to meet his Amelia. 

- The next day, early in the morning, 
the colonel canie io the coffee-houſe 
and ſent for his friend, who lodged 
but at a little diſtance. - The colonel 
told him he had a little exaggerated 
the lady's beauty; however, he ſaid, 
he excuſed that :. for you —— think 
© perhaps,” ' cries he, that your in- 
© conſtancy to the - Signs, in the 
* world, might"want ſome excuſe, Be 
that as it will, ſaid” he, you ma 
© make yourſelf eaſy ;- as it will be, 
© am convinced, your. on fault, if 
you have ever any farther moleſta- 
* tion from Miſs Matthews. 

ny 
great n © on this 
occaſion z and nothing more anywiſe 
material paſſed at this interview, which 


22 as he had, he ſaid, ſome 
very S 


| — that morning. 


The colonel had now. ſeen Booth 
twice, without remembering to 
him the thirty pounds. This 2 
ter imputed entirely to forgetfulneſs; 
for he had always found the promiſes 
of the former to be equal in value with 
the notes or bonds of other 
He was more ſurprized at what happen- 
ed the next day; when meeting his 
friend in the Park, he received only x 
cold ſalute from him ; and though he 


him five or ſix times, and the co- 


nel was walking with a fingle officer 
of no great rank, and with whom he 
ſeemed in no earneſt converſation; yet 
could not Booth, who was alone, ob- 
tain any [crap notice from him. 

This poor man ſome alarm; 
though — could 1 perfuade him 
ſelf there was any d in all this 
coldneſs or forgetfulnels. Once he 
imagined that he had leſſened himſelf 
in the colonel's opinion, by having 
diſcovered his ineonſtancy to Amelia; 
but the known character of the. other, 
| ery cured him of this ſuſpicion, 

he was a perfect libertine with re- 
2 rg that being indeed the 
principal blemim in his character, 


which otherwiſe might have deſerved * 


much commendation for 
generoſity, and friendſhip. 
carried this one to a molt unpardonable 
height: and made no ſcruple of openly 
— that if he ever "liked a wo- 
enough to be uneaſy on her 
account, he would cure himſelf, if he 
_ by —_— her, whatever 


ht be the con! 
could not — 922 7 
ed that the colonel would ſo h 


ſent, in another, a fault of w 

was himſelf moſt notoriouſly pai 
After much conſideration, he 

derive this behaviour from n 
better than a capriciouſneſs in his 
friend's temper, from a kind of in- 
conſtancy of mind, which makes men 
grow weary of their friends, with no 
more reaſon than often are of their 
miſtreſſes. To ſay the truth, there are 
jilts in friendſhip as well as in love; 
and by the behaviour of ſome men 
in both, one would almoſt ima-' 


gine that "By TOY ſought to 
Kaim 
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gain the affections of others, with a 
e RN the parties miſe- 
W f 131 n 
This was the conſequence of the 
golonel's behaviaur to Booth. For- 
mer calamities had afflicted him; but 
this almoſt diſtracted him: and the 
more ſo, as he was not able well to 
account for ſuch conduct, nor to con- 
ceive the leaſt reaſon of it. | 
Amelia, at bis return, prefently 
perceived the diſturbance in is mind, 
though he endeavoured with his ut- 
moſt power to hide it; and he was at 
length prevailed upon by her entreaties 
to diſcover to her he cauſe of it; which 
ſhe .no ſooner heard, than ſhe applied 
as judicious a remedy to his diſordered 
ſpirits, as either of thoſe great mental 
hyſicians, Tully or Arittotle, could 
ve thought of? She uſed many ar- 
guments to perſuade him that he was 
in an error; and had miſtaken forget- 
fulneſs and careleſſneſs for a deſigned 


neglect. | | bl; 
"Pot as this phyſick was only even- 
tuaily good, and as it's efficacy: de- 
pended on her being in the right, a 
point in which ſhe was not apt to be 
too poſitive, ſhe thought fit to add ſome 
coniolation of a more certain and poſi - 
tive kind. Admit, ſaid ſhe, my 
dear, that Mr. James ſhould prove 
the unaccountable perſon you have 
_ © ſuſpected, and ſhould; without being 
able to alledge any cauſe, withdraw 
© his friendſhip from you, (for ſurely 
the accident of burning his letter is 
© too:trifling and ridiculous to mention) 
hy ſhould: this grieve you? The 
© obligations he hath conferred on you, 
<1 alles, ought-to make his mis for- 
tunes almoſt your on; but they 
© thould- not, 1 think; make you ſee 
< his faults ſo very ſenſibly, 5 
Shen, by one of the greateſt faults 
in the world committed againſt your - 
< {elf, he hath conſiderably leſſened all 
<. obligations;:: for ſure, if the ſame 
. © perſon who hath contributed to my 
0 — at one time, doth every 
< thing in his power maliciouſly and 


© wanmtonly to make me mi le at 


another, I am very little obliged to 
© ſuch a perſon: - And let it be a com- 
« fort to my dear Billy, that however 
other friends may prove falſe and 
© fckle to him, he hath one friend, 
hom no inconſtancy of her own, 
© nor any change of his fortune, nor 
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Ty 


© who Lol — or and dont 
on him ever. 80 ſaying, in 
flung her ſnowy arms about his = of 


it ſeemed almoſt-toi-balante all the ma- 
lice of his fam tem than ad dh i? 

And, indeed, the behaviour of A- 
melia would have made him at- 
Iy happy, in defiance of all adverſe 
circumſtances, had it not been for- 
thoſe bitter ingredients which he him: 
ſelt had thrown into his cup; and 
which prevented him from truly reſiſh 
ing Amelia's f d, by cruelly re- 
minding him how — * he was of 
this excellent creature 

Booth did not long remain in the- 
dark as to the conduct of James, which 
at firſt appeared to him to be ſo græat 
a myſtery; for this very afternoon he 
received a letter from Miſs Matthews, 
which unravelled the whole affair. By 
this letter, Which was full of bitter-/ 
neſs and upbraiding, he. diſcovered 
that James was his rival with that lady, 
and was, indeed, the identical perſon 
who had ſent the hundred pound note 
to Miſs Matthews, when in the priſan, 


He had reaſon to believe, likewiſe, as 


well by the letter as by other circum - 
ſtances, that James had hitherto been 
an unſucceſsful lover ; for the lady, 
though ſhe had forfeited all title to 
virtue, had not yet ſo far forfeited; alb 
pretenſions to delicacy, as to be, like 
the dirt in the ſtreet, - indifferently. 
common to all. She diſtributed her 
favours only to thoſe ſhe liked, in 
which number that gentleman had not 
the happineſs of being included. 
When Booth had made this diſcoye-. 


ry, he was not ſo little verſed- in hu- 


man nature, as any longer to heſitate 
at the true motive to the colonels con- 
duct; for he well knew how odious a 


light a happy rival is to an unfortunate 


lover, I believe he was, in 2 
lad to aſſign the cold tteatment 
Pa received from his friend, to a cauſe 
which, however unjuſtifiable, is, at 
the ſame Gag. natural; and 


to acquit him of à levity, kick leneſs 


and caprice, which he muſt have bern 
unwillingly obliged to have ſeen in 2 
much worſe light. 22 £445 | 


He now relolved to take the firſt 


opportunity of accoſting the colonel, 
and of coming to a perfect explanation 


upon 
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likewiſe with himſelf, whether he 
ſhould not throw himſelf at Amelia's 
feet, and canfeſs a crime to her which 
he found ſo little hopes of concealing, 
and which he foreſaw would occaſion 
him ſo many difficulties and terrors to 
endeavour to conceal. Happy bad it 


this ſtep ; ſince, in all proba „ he 
would have received immediate for- 
ieneſs from the beſt of women ! but 
— not ſufficient * ; "yt br 
, haps, more truly, 
too muc pride to confeſs his guilt, 
and preferred the danger of the higheſt 
inconveniences, to the certainty of be- 
ing put to the bluſh, 


CHAP. VI. 


IN WHICH MAY APPEAR, THAT 
VIOLENCE is SOMETIMES DONE 
TO THE NAME OF LOVE. 


9 that happy day came in 
which unhallowed hands are 
forbidden to contaminate the ſhoulders 
of the unfortunate, Booth went early 
to the colonel's houſe, and being ad- 
mitted to his prefence, began with 
great freedom, though with great 

ntleneſs, to complain of his not 

ving dealt with him with more open- 
neſs, * Why, my dear colonel,” ſaid 


he, would you not acquaint me with. 


© that ſecret which this letter hath diſ- 
© cloled?* James read the letter, at 
which his countenance changed more 
than once; and then, after a ſhort 
ſilence, ſaid, « Mr. Booth, I have 
been to blame, I own it; and you 
* upbraid me with juſtice. The true 
© reaſon was, that I was aſhamed of 
* my own folly. D—n me, Booth 
if I have not been a moſt conſum- 
mate fool, a very dupe to this wo- 
man; and ſhe hath a particular plea- 
* ſure in making me ſo. I know what 


© the impertinence of virtue is, and 


I can ſubmit to it; but to be treated 
* thus by a whore—you muſt forgive 
me, dear Booth; but your ſucceſs 
* was a kind of triumph over me 
* which I could not bear. I own, I 


have not the leaſt reaſon 9 
< any an ou; yet 
bo da m if ſh \ 


. 


'not have been 


„ leſs diſpleaſed at yout lying with ny 


« own wife; nay, I could almoſt have 
« parted with half my fortune to you 
© more willingly, than have ſuffered 
© you to receive that trifle of my mo- 
* ney which you received at her KN 
© However, I aſk 88 and 
© I promiſe you, I will never mare 
think of you with the leaſt ill-will, 
on the account of this woman: but 
© as for her, d—n me, if I do not en- 
. 2 by ſome means or other, 
© whatever it coſts me; for I am alrea - 
dy above two hundred pounds out of 
pocket, without having ſcarce had 


'© a ſmile in return. 


Booth expreſſed much aſtoniſhment 
at this declaration; he ſaid, he could 
not conceive how it was poſſible to have 
ſuch an affection for a woman, who 
did not ſhew the leaſt inclination to re- 
turn it. James gave her a hearty curſe; 
and ſaid, Pox of her inclination! I 
want only the poſſeſſion of her per- 
ſon ; and that you will allow is a 
very fine one. But, beſides my 
— * for her, ſne hath now piqued 
my pride; for how can a man of 
m — brook being refuſed by a 
whore? . Since are ſo ſet on 
the buſineſs, cries Booth, (you will 
© excuſe my ſaying ſo) I fancy you 


© had better change your method of 


applying to her: for, as ſhe is, per- 


"© haps, the vaineſt woman upon 


© earth, your bounty may probably 
« Up} you little ſervice ; nay, may ra- 
ther actually diſoblige her. Vanity 
is plainly her predominant paſſion, 
and if you will adminiſter to that, 
it will infallibly throw her into your 
arms. To this I attribute my own 
unfortunate ſucceſs. While ſhe re- 
lieved my wants and diſtreſſes, ſhe 
was daily feeding her own vanity ; 
whereas, as every gift of yours af- 
ſerted your ſuperiority, it rather of- 
fended than pleaſed her. Indeed, 
women generally love to be of the 
obliging fide ; and if we examine 
their favourites, we ſhall find them 
to be much oftener ſuch as they have 
conferred obligations on, than ſuch 
as they have received them from. 
There was ſomething in this ſpeech 
which pleaſed the colonel ; 2nd he faid 
with 2 ſmile,'* I don't know how it ia, 
Will; but you know women better 
© than I. 7 Perhaps, colonel," an- 
N lwered 
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of as 


< minds more. —“ I don't however 
"= much envy you your knowledge, re- 


their minds worth conſidering. How- 
© ever, I hope I ſhall profit à little 
- © by your experience with Miſs Mat- 
© thews. Damnation ſeize the proud 
'# inſolent harlot ! the devil take me, 
© loved a woman!“ ; 
by The reſt of their converſation turn- 
ed on Booth's affalrs. The colonel 


again re-aſſumed the part of a friend, 


gave him, the remainder of the money, 
"and promiſed to take the firſt opportu- 
, great man. | 
Booth was greatly overjoyed at this 
ſucceſs. Nothing now lay on his mind, 
but to conceal his frailty from Amelia, 
to whom he was afraid Miſs Matthews, 
in the rage of her reſentment, would 
communicate it. This apprehenſion 
made him ſtay almoſt conſtantly at 
home; and be trembled at every knock 


© ,at the door. His fear moreover be- 


"frayed him into a meanneſs which he 
would have heartly deſpiſed on any 


. "other occaſion. This was, to order 


the maid to deliver him any letter di- 
"refed to Amelia, at the ſame time 
ſtrictly charging her not to acquaint 


her miſtreſs with her having received 


any ſuch orders. 

A ſervant of any acuteneſs would 
have formed ſtrange conjectures from 
ſuch an injunction ; but this poor gipl 
was of perfect ſimplicity : ſo great in- 


deed was her ſimplicity, that bad not 


Amelia been void of all ſuſpicion of 
her huſband, the maid would have ſoon 
after betrayed her maſter. | 

One moon while they were 
drinking tea, little Betty, ſo was the 
maid called, came into the room; and 
calling her maſter forth. delivered him 
a card which was directed to Amelia. 
Booth having read the card, on his re- 
turn into the room, chid the girl for 
calling him, ſaying, If you can 
35 real child, you muſt fee it was di- 
+ r&ted to your miſtreſs.” To this 
the girl anſwered pertly enough: © I 
am fure, Sir, you ordered me to 
bring every letter firſt to you. This 
hint, with many women, would have 
been ſufficient to have blown up the 

ole affair; but Amelis, who h 


” WM 


- - 
* 


if I don't love her more than I ever 


c 
c 
c 
« 
c 
c 
c 
have you and my children well before 
nity of laying his memorial before a 
c 
c 
c 
- 
c 


ANUELI A. 
. ,fyered. Booth, I have ſtudied; their what the girl. ſaid,. through the medi- 


zum of love and cenfidence, ſaw the 
matter in a much better light than it 
plied the other: © fcr I never think deſerved; and looking tenderly on her 


huſband, faid, © Indeed, my love, I 


* muſt blame you for a conduct, which 


perhaps, I ought rather to praiſe, as 


© 1t proceeds only from the extreme 
tenderneſs of your affection. But, 
why will you endeavour. to keep any 
ſecrets from me ! believe me, for my 
own ſake, you ought not: for as you 
cannot hide the conſequences, you 
make me always ſuſpe&t ten times 
worſe than the reality. While I 


my eyes, I am capable of facing 
any news which can arrive: for 
what ill news can come (unleſs, in- 
deed, it concerns my little babe in 
the country) which doth not relate 
to the badneſs of our circumſtances ? 
and thoſe, I thank Heaven, we have 
now a fair proſpe& of retrieving ! 


* Beſides, dear Billy, though my un- 


derſtanding be much inferior to yours, 


I have ſometimes had the happineſs of 


* luckily hitting on ſome argument 
© which hath afforded you comfort. 
© 'This you know, my dear, was the caſe 
* with regard to Colonel James, whom 


© perſuaded 2. to think you had miſ- 


« taken, and you ſee the event proved 
© me in the right.” So happily, both 
for herſelf and Mr. Booth, did the ex- 
cellenee of this good woman's diſpoſi- 
tion deceive her, and * her to ſer 
every thing in the moſt adyantageous 
light to wv. huſband. WO 
The card being now inſpected, was 
found to contain the compliments of 
Mrs. James to Mrs. Booth, with an 
account of her being arrived in town, 
and having brought with her a very 
great cold, Anda was everjoyed at 
the news of her arrival; an yin 
dreſſed herſelf in the utmoſt hurry, lets 
her children to the care of her huſband, 
and ran away to pay her reſpects to her 
friend, whom ſhe hin with. a moſt 
ſincere affection. But how was ſhe 
diſappointed, when, eager with the 
utmoſt impatience, and exulting with 
the thoughts of preſently ſeeing her 
beloved friend, ſhe was . anſwered. at 


the door that che lady was not at home! 


nor could ſhe, upon telling her name, 
obtain any admiſſion, This, cab(fi- 


dering the account ſhe had received of 
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the lady's cold, greatly furprized her; 
and ſhe returned home very mucti 
vexed at her diſappointinent. 


- Amelia, who had no e that 


Mrs. James was really at home, and 
us the phraſe is, was denied, would 
have made a ſecond viſit the next 
morning, had the not been prevented 
by a cold, which ſhe herſelf now got, 
and which was attended with a ſhght 
feyer. This confined her ſeveral days 
to her houſe, during which Booth of- 
ficiated as her nurſe, and never ſtirred 
from her. 

In all this time ſhe heard not a word 
from Mrs. James, which gave her 
ſome uneaſineſs, but more aftoniſh- 
ment. The tenth day, when ſhe was 
perfectly recoyered, about nine in the 
evening, when ſhe and her huſband 
were juſt going to ſupper, ſhe heard a 
moſt violent thundering at the door, 
and preſently after a ruſtling of ſilk 
upon her ſtair-caſe ; at the ſame time a 
female voice cried out pretty loud, 
4 Bleſs me! what, am 1 to climb u 
© another pair of ſtairs?" upon whic 


Amelia, who well knew the voice, 


preſently ran to the door, and uſhered 
wm Mrs. James moſt ſplendidly drefled 
who put on as formal a countenance, 


and made' as formal a curtſey to her 


old friend, as if ſhe had been her very 
diſtant acquaintance. 

Poor Amelia, who was going to 
ruſh into her friend's arms, was ſtruck 
motionleſs by this behaviour; but re- 
collecting her ſpirits, as ſhe had an ex- 
cellent preſence of mind, ſhe preſently 
underſtood what the lady meant, and 
reſalved to treat her in her own way. 
Down therefore the company ſate, and 
ſence prevailed for ſome time; during 
which Mrs. James ſurveycd the room 
with more attention than ſhe would 
have beſtowed on one much finer. At 
length the converſation began, in which 
the weather and the diverſions of the 
town were well canvaſſed. Amelia, 
who was a woman of great humour, 
per formed her part to admiration ; fo 
that a by-ſtander would have doubted, 
in every other article than dreſs, which 
of the two was the moſt accompliſhed 
fine lady. - - | 

After a viſit of twenty minutes, du- 
ring which, not à word of any former 
occurrences was mentioned, nor indeed 


4 1 of 


any ſubject of diſcourſe ſtarted, ex- 
cept only thoſe two abovementioned, 
Mrs. James roſe from her chair, and 
retired in the fame formal manner in 
which ſhe had approached. We will 
purſue her, for the ſake of the contraft, 
during the reſt of the evening. She 
went from Amelia directly to a route, 
where ſhe ſpent two hours in a crowd 
of c y, talked again and again 
over the diverſions and news of the 
town, played two rubbers at whilſt, 
and then retired to her own apartment, 
where, having paſſed ayother hour in 
undreſſing herſelf, the went to her own. 
bed. 
Booth and his wife, the moment 
their companion was gone, ſate do 


to ſupper on à piece of cold meat, the 


remains of their dinner. After en 
over a pint of wine, they entertaine 

themſelves for a While with the ridi- 
culous behaviour of their viſitant. But 
Amelia declaring ſhe.rather jaw her as 
the object of pity than anger, turned 
the diſcourſe to pleafanter topicks. The 
little actions of their children, the for- 
mer ſcenes and future proſpects of 
their life, furniſhed them with many 


pleaſant ideas, and the contemplation 


os Amelia's recovery threw Booth into 
raptures. At length they retired, happy 
in cach other. x 


It is poſſible ſome readers may be 


no leſs ſurprized at the behaviour of 
Mrs. James, than was Amelia herſelf, 
ſince they may have perhaps received 
ſo favourable an impretlion of that lady 
from the account given of her by Mr. 
Booth, that her preſent demeanour may” 
ſeem unnatural, und inconſiſtent w 

her former character. But they will 
be pleaſed to conſider the great altera- 
tion in her circumſtances, from a ſtate 
of dependency on a brother, who was 
himſelf no better than a ſoldier of for- 
tune, & that of being wife to a man 
of a very large tate, and conſiderable 
rank in life. And what was her pre- 
{ſent behaviour more than that of a fine. 
lady, who conſidered form and ſhow 
as eſſential ingredients of human hap- 
pineſs, and imagined all friendſhip to 
conſiſt in ceremony, courteſies, meſ- 
ſages, and viſits? In which cp ion 
ſhe hath the honour to think wi 'Y 
much the greater part of ane ſex, and 
no ſmall number of the other. 
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CONTAINING A VERY EXTRAOR- 
DINARY AND PLEASANT INCI- 
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F , 
= ” 1 
i 4 


DENT. ' 
| E next evenin Booth and Ame- 
15 went to walk in the park with 


their children, They were now on the 
of the e, and Booth was 
iin to his wife the ſeveral build- 
inge round it; when, on a fudden, 
Amelia miſſing her little » cried 
out, Where's little Billy?“ upon 
which, Booth caſting his eyes over the 
s, ſaw a foot-ſoldier, ſhaking the 

y at a little diſtance, At this light, 
without making any anſwer to his wife, 
he leapt over the rails, and running 
directly up to the fellow, who had a 
lock with a bayonet fixed in his hand, 
ſeized him by the collar, and tripped 
his heels, and at the ſame time wreſt- 
his arms from him. A ſerjeant 
upop duty ſeeing the affray at ſome 
diſtance, ran preſently up, and being 
told what had happened, gave the cen- 
tinel a hearty curſe, and told him he 
deferved to be hanged. A by-ſtander 


gave this information; for Beeth was 


returned with his little boy to meet 
Amelia, who * towards him 
faſt as ſlie couid, all pale and breath- 
jeſs, and ſcarce able to ſupport her tot» 
tering limbs. The ſerjeant now came 
to Booth, to make an apology for 
the behaviour of the ſoldier, when of a 
dden he turned almoſt as paleas Ame- 

ja herſelf. He ſtood ſilent whilſt Booth 
was employed in comforting and re- 
covering his wife; and then addreſſing 
himſelf to him, ſaid, © Bleſs me, lieute- 
«* nant! could 1 imagine it had been 
« your honour; and was it my little 
* maſter that the raſcal uſed ſo I am 
glad I did not know it, for I ſhould 
certainly haye run my halbert into 


him.“ 

Booth preſently recognized his old 
faithful ſervant Akin n, and gave 
him a hearty greeting; ſaying, he was 
very glad to ſee him in his preſent ſitu- 
ation. * Whatever I am, anſwered 
the ſerjeant, I ſhall always think I 
* qwe it to your honour.” tak- 
ing the little boy by the hand, he 
2 lergan maſter 
+ gentleman maſter is grown!” an 
curling thefoldier's inbuganity, ſwore 


* What a yaſt fine young, 


* 
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with her fright, ſhe did not recollect 
her foſter-brother, till he was intro- 
duced to her by Booth ; but. ſhe no 
ſooner knew him, than ſhe beſtowed a 
moſt obligi ſmile on him; and call- 
ing him by name of honeſt Joe, ſaid 
e was heartily glad to ſee him in Eng- 
land. See, my dear, cries Booth, 
«* what preferment your old friend is 
© come to. You would ſcarce know 
6 _ I — in his proces — 
© of finery.— I am very well pleal 
© to ſee it, anſwered Pen Pg © and TI 
© wiſh him joy of being made an officer, 
with all my heart. In fact, from 
what Mr. Booth ſaid, joined to the 
ſexjeant's laced coat, ſhe believed that 
he had obtained a commiſſion. So weak 
and abſurd is human vanity, that this 
miſtake of Amelia's paſſib y put poor 
Atkinlon out of countenance ; for he 
looked at this inſtant more filly than 
he had ever done in his life; and mak-- 
ing her a moſt reſpectful bow, mutter- 
ed cages 2. about obligations, in 2 
ſcarce articulate or intelligible manner, 
The ſerjeant had, indeed, among 
many other qualities, that modeſty 
which a Latin author honours by the 
name of ingenuous : nature had given 
him this, notwithſtanding the mean - 
neſs of his birth; and fix years cons 


verſation in the army had not taken, 


it away. To fay the truth, he was 2 
noble fellow; and Amelia, by ſup- 
poſing he had a commiſſion in - 


to that honourable 

Booth had a real affection for Atkins, 

ſon, though in fact he knew not half 

his merit. He acquainted him with 

his lodgings, where he 
m. 


8, had been guilty of no affront - 
v. 


ſired to ſee 


covered. from the terrors into which the 
ſeeing her huſband e with the 
ſoldier had thrown her, gefired to 
home; nor was ſhe well able to wa 
without ſome aſſiſtance. While ſhe ſu 
ported herſelf therefore on her huſband's 
» ſhe told Atkinſon, ſhe ſhould be 


obliged to him, if he would take care. 


of the children. He readily accepted 
the office; but, upon 


to Miſs, ſhe refuſed, and burſt into 
tears. U n which, the tender mother 
reſigned 


! puy 


earneſtly de- 


Amelia, who was far from being re- 


offering his hand 
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put herſelf under the ſerjeant's pro- 
dection; who conducted her ſafe home, 
though ſhe often declared ſhe feared 


' ſhe ſhould drop 8 The 
tne ſe 


fear of which ſo aff rjeant, 

for beſides the honour which he him- 
elf had for the lady, he knew how 
tenderly his friend loved her) that he 
was unable to ſpeak; and had not his 
nerves been ſo ſtrongly braced, that no- 
thing could ſhake them, he had enough 
in his mind to have ſet them a trembling 
equally with the lady. 

When they arrived at the lodgings, 
the miſtreſs. of the houſe opened the 
door, who, ſeeing Amelia's condition, 
threw open the parlour, and begged 
her to walk in; upon which ſhe im- 
mediately flung herſelf into a chair, and 
all prefent thought ſhe would have faint- 
ed away. However, ſhe eſcaped that 
miſery ;z and having drank a glaſs of 
water with a little white wine mixed in 
it, ſhe began, in a little time, to regain 
her complexion; and at length ed 
Booth that ſhe was perfectly recovered; 


but declared ſhe had never undergone 


ſo much, and earneſtly begged him 
never to be ſo raſh for the future. She 
then called her little boy, and gently 
chid him; ſaying, You mult never 
do ſo more, Bly ; ou fee what 
* miſchief you might have brought 
upon your father; and what you have 
made me ſuffer.'—- La, mamma !' ſaid 
the child ; * what harm did I do? I did 
not know that people might not 
« walk in the green fields in London. 
I am ſure if I did a fault, the man 
* puniſhed me — for it; for he 
pinched me almoſt through my ſlender 
arm.“ He then bared his little arm, 
which was tly diſcoloured by the 
injury it had received. Booth uttered 
a moſt dreadful execration at this aght; 
and the ſerjeant, who was now prelent, 
did the like, 

Atkinſon now returned to his guard, 
and went directly to the officer to ac- 
quaint him with the ſoldier's inhuma- 
9 he, — about fifteen 
years „gave the ſerjeant a at 
curſe, and lad the ſoldier had = 
very well, for that idle boys ought to 
be corrected. This however did not 
ſatisfy poor Atkinſon, who the next 
day, as ſoon as the guard was relieved, 
beat the fellow moſt unmercifully, and 
told him he would remember him 2s 
long as he ſtaid in the regiment, 


* 
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Thus ended this trifling adventure, 
which ſome readers will, perhaps, be 
leaſed with ſeeing related at full 


ength. None, I think, can fail draw 
ing one obſervation from it; name- -- 


ly, how capable the moſt inſignificant 
accident is of diſturbing human hap- 
pineſs, and of producing the moſt un- 


expected and dreadful events. A re- 
flection which may ſerve to many moral 


and religious uſes. 

This accident produced the firſt ac- 
quaintance between the miſtreſs of the 
houſe and her lodgers ; for hitherto they 


had ſcarce exchanged a word together. 


But the great concern which the good 
woman had ſhewn on Amelia's account 
at this time, was not likely to 


unobſerved, or unthanked either, by 


the huſband or wife. Amelia, there- 
fore, as ſoon as ſhe was able to go u 
ſtairs, invited Mrs. Elliſon (for that 


was her name) to her apartment, and” 


deſired the favour of her to ſtay to ſup- 
per. She readily complied ; and they 
paſſed a very agreeable evening together, 
in which the two women ſeemed to 
have conceived a moſt extraordinary 
liking to each other. 

Though beauty in general doth not 


greatly recommend one woman to ano- 


ther, as it is too apt to create envy; 
yet, in caſes where this paſhon doth - 


not interfere, a fine woman 15 often a 
pleaſing object even to ſome of her own 
ſex : eſpecially when her beauty is at- 
tended with a certain air of affability, 
as was that of Amelia in the highett de- 


She was, indeed, a moſt charm- 
ing woman; and I know not whether | 


the little ſcar on her noſe did not 


rather add to than diminiſh her beau- * 


Mrs. Elliſon therefore was as much 
charmed with the lovelineſs of her fair 
lodger, as with all her other engaging 
qualities. She was, indeed, ſo taken 
with Amelia's beauty, that ſhe could 
not refrain from crying out in a kind 


of tranſport of admiration, © Upon 


* my word, Captain Booth, you are 
© the happieſt man in the world: your 


lady is ſo extremely handſome, that 


© one cannot look at 
© furel” 

This good woman herſelf had none 
of theſe attractive charms to the eye. 
Her perſon was ſhort, and immodecate- 


without plea- 


ly fat; her features were none of the - 


moſt regular; and her complexion (if 
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indeed the ever had a good one) had 
confi-verably ſuffered by time. 

Her good-humour and complaifance, 


however, were highly pleaſing to A- 


melia. Nay, why ſhould we conceal 


the ſecret ſatisfaction which that lady 


felt from the compliments paid to her 
2 ſince ſuch of my readers as 
ike ber beſt, will not be ſorry to find 


that ſhe was a woman. 


CHAP. vit. 


CONTAINING VARIOUS MATTERS. 


A Fortnight had now paſſed, ſince 
A — ſeen or heard * the 


colonel; which did not a little ſurprize 
him, as they had parted ſo good friends, 
and as he had ſo cordially undertaken 
his cauſe concerning the memorial, on 


Which all his hopes depended. 


The uneaſineis which this gave him, 


- Farther encreaſed, on finding chat his 


friend refuſed to ſee him: for he had 
paid the colonel a viſit at nine in the 
morning, and was told, he was not 
ſtirring; and at his return back an hour 
afterwards, the ſervant ſaid, his maſter 


was gone out: of which Booth was 


certain of the falſhood; for he had, 
during that whole hour, walked back- 
wards and forwards within fight of the 
colonel's door, and muſt have ſcen him 
if he had gone out within that time. 

The good colonel, however, did not 
long ſuffer his friend to continue in this 
deplorable ſtate of anxiety ; for the very 
next morning Booth received his me- 
moril incloſed in a letter, acquainting 
him that Mx. James had mentioned his 
affair to the perſon he propoſed; but 
that the great man had ſo many engage- 
ments on his hands, that it was impoſ- 
ſible for him to make any farther pro- 
railes at this time. 

The cold and diſtant ſtyle of this 
letter, and indeed the whole behaviour 
of James, fo different from what it had 
been formerly, had ſomething ſo my- 


ſter ious in it, that it greatly puzzled and 
eee poor Booth; and it was ſo 
0 


ag betore he was able to ſolve it, that 
obliged to us for not leaving him ſo 
long in the dark as to this mutter. The 
true reaſon then of the colonel's con- 


duft was this: his uabound-d genero- 
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the readey's curioſity will, perhaps, be 


ſity, together with the unbounded ekt 
travagance, and conſequently the great 
neceſſity of Miſs Matthews, had at 


length overcome the cruelty of that lady, f 


with whom he likewiſe had luckily ne 
rival. Above all, the deſire of being 

revenged on Booth, with whom ſhe was 
to the higheſt degree enraged, had per- 
haps contributed not a little to his ſue- 
ceſs: for the had no ſooner condeſcend- 
ed to a familiarity with her new I6ver, 
and diſcovered that Captain James, of 


- whom ſhe had heard fo much from 


Booth, was no other than the identical 
colonel, than ſhe employed every art of 
which ſhe was miſtreſs, to make an ut- 
ter breach of friendſhip between theſe 
two. For this purpole, ſhe did not 
ſeruple to inſinuate, that the colonel was 
not at all obliged to the character given 
of him by his friend; and to the ac- 
count of this latter ſhe placed- moſt of 
the cruclty which ſhe had ſhewn to the 
former, 

Had the colonel made a proper uſe of 
his reaſon, and fairly examined the pro- 
bability of the fact, h 
been impoſed upon' to believe a matter- 
ſo inconſiſtent with all he knew of 
Booth, and in which that gentleman 
mult have ſinned againſt all the Jaws of 
honour without any viſible temptation, 
But in ſolemn fact, the colonel was ſo 
intoxicated with his love, that it was 
in the power of his miſtreſs to have per- 
ſuaded him of any thing; beſides, he 
had an intereſt in giving her credit: for 
he was not a little pleaſed with finding 
a reaſon for hating the man, whom he 
could 'not help hating without any rea- 
ſon, at leaſt, without any which he durſt 
fairly aſſign even to himſelf. Hence - 
forth therefore he abandoned all friend- 
ſhipfor Booth, and was more inclined- 
to put him out of the world, than to 
epdeavoyr any longer at ſupporting him 
mit. . 

Booth communicated this letter to his 
wife, who endeavoured, as uſual, to the 
utmoſt of her power, to conſole him 
under one of the greateſt affliftions 
which, I think, can befal a man; name- 
ly, the unkmdneſs of a friend; but he 
had luckily at the ſame time the great-" 
eſt bleſſing in his poſſeſſion, the. Kind- 
neſs of a faithful and beloved wife. A 
bleſſing, however, which, though it 
compenſates moſt of the evils of life, 
rather ferves to aggravate the mis for- 


e could ſcarce have 
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tune of diſtreſſed circumſtances, from 


. the conſideration of the ſhare which 
ſhe is to bear in them. 

This afternoon Amelia received a 
ſecond viſit from Mrs, Elliſon; who ac- 


- quainted her that ſhe had a preſent ef 


- a ticket for the Ae 2 7 — 
carry two perſons into the gallery; a 
3 — the favour of her com- 


. pany thither. 


Amelia with many thanks acknow- 
ledged the civility of Mrs. Elliſon, 
but declined 4 Ber offer; upon 
which, Booth very ſtrenuouſly inſiſted 
on her going, and ſaid to her, © My 
dear, if you knew the ſatis faction I 
have in any of your pleaſures, I am 
convinced you would not refuſe the 
* favour Mrs. Elliſon is fo kind to of- 
© fer you; for as you are a lover of 
«© muſic, you, who have never been at 
© an oratorio, cannot conceive how 
4 you will be delighted,'— I well 
8 Thos ur gopdnets, my dear, an- 
ſwered Amelia; © but I cannot think 
of leaving my children without ſome 
« perſon more proper to take care of 
© them than this, poor girl.“ Mrs. 
Elliſon removed this objection, by of- 
fering her own ſervant, a very diſcreet 
matron, to attend them; but notwith- 
ſtanding: this, and all, ſhe could ſay, 
with. the aſſiſtance of Booth, and of the 
children .themſolves, Amelia {ill per- 


ſiſted in her refuſal; and the miktreſs - 


of the houſe, who knew how far good- 
breeding allows perſons to be preſſing 
on theſe occafions, took her leave. 

She was no ſooner departed, than 
Amelia, locking tenderly on her huſ- 
band, ſaid, How can you, my dear 
ecxeature, think that muſic hath any 
£ charms for me at this time! Or, in- 
5 deed, do you believe that I am ca- 
pable of any ſenſation worthy the 
« name of pleaſure, when neither you 
nor my children are preſent, or bear 
« any part of it? | 
Au officer of the regiment to which 
Booth/had formerly be anged, hearing 
from Atkinſon where he lodged, now 
came to pay him a viſit. He told him, 
that — 1 of their old acquaintance 
were to mart the 2 3 * a 
tavern, and v 0 re m 
to be one of Boch was, 
in truth, what is called a hearty fel - 
law, and loved now and then to take a 


chearful glaſs with his friends; but he 
 £xeuled bimſelf at this, time. His 
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friend declared he would take no de- 
nial; and he prowing very importu- 
nate, Amelia at length-ſ:conded him. 
Upon this Booth anſwered, Well, 
my dear, ſince you deſire me, I will 
comply; but on one condition, that 
© you go at the ſame time to the ora- 
torio. Amelia thought this requeſt 
reaſonable enough, and gave her con- 
ſent; of which Mrs. Elliſon preſently 
received the news, and with great ſa- 
tis faction. 

It may, perhaps, be aſked, why 
Booth could go to the tavern, and not 
to the oratorio with his wife. In truth, 
then, the tavern was within hallowed 
ground, that is to ſay, in the verge vf 
the court; for of five officers that were 
to meet there, three, beſides Booth, 
were conhned to that air, which hath 
been always found extremely whole- 
ſome to a broken military conſtitution. 
And here, if the good reader will par- 
don the pun, he will (ſcarce be offended 
at the obſervation ; ſince, how is it 
poſſible that, without running in debt, 
any perſon ſhould maintain the dreſs 
and appearance of a gentleman, whoſe 
income is not half ſo good as that of 
a. porter? It 1s true, this allow 
ance, ſmall as it is, is a great expence 
to the public; but if ſeveral more un- 
neceſſary charges were ſpared, the pub- 
lic might, perhaps, bear a little increate 
of this without much feeling it. They 
would not, I am ture, have equal rea- 
ſon to complain at contributing to the 
maintenance of a ſet of 2 
who, at the hazard of their health, 
their limbs and their lives, have main- 
tained the ſafety and honour of their 
country; as when they find themſelves 
taxed to the ſupport of a ſet of drones, 
who have not the leaſt merit or claim 
to their favour ; and who, without con- 
tributing in any manner to the good of 
the hive, live luxuriouſly on the la- 
bours ef the induftrious bee. 


CHAP. IX. 


IN WHICH Aula, WITH HER 
FRIEND, GOES TO THE OkA- 
 TORIO. 


OTHING Ke between 

the Monday and the Wedneſday, 
werthy a place in this hiſtory. Upon 
the evening of the latter, the two ladies 
went 
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went to the oratorio, and were there 
time enough to get the firſt row in the 
llery. Indeed ere was only one per- 
on in the houſe when they came: for 
Amdlia's inclinations, when ſhe gave a 
looſe to them, were pretty eager for this 
diverſion, ſhe being a great lover of 
muſic, and particularly of Mr. Handel's 
compoſitions. Mrs. Elliſon was, I —4 
| nap 3 great lover likewiſe of muſic 
or ſhe was the more impatient of the 
two; which was rather the more extra- 
ordinary, as theſe entertainments were 
not ſuch novelties to her as they were 
to poor Amelia. | 
Though our ladies arrived full two 
hours before they ſaw the back of Mr. 
Handel; yet this time of expectation 
did not hang extremely heavy on their 
hands ; for beſides their own chat, they 
had the company of a gentleman, whom 
they found at their firſt arrival in the 
gallery ; and who, though plainly, or 
rather roughly dreſſed, very luckily for 
the women, — * not only 
well-bred, but a perſon of very lively 
converſation. The gentleman on his 
part ſeemed highly charmed with A- 
melia, and in fact was fo: for, though 
he reſtrained himſelf entirely within the 
rules of good-breeding, yet was he in 


* the higheſt degree officious to catch 


at every opportunity of ſhewing his re- 
ſpeRt, do, oing by little 2 He 
procured her a book and wax- candle, 
and held the candle for her himſelf du- 
_ the whole entertainment. 

t the end of the oratorio, he de- 
clared he would not. leave the ladies till 
he had ſeen them ſafe into their chairs 


or coach; and at the ſame time very 


earneſtly entreated that he might have 
the honour of waiting on them. Upon 
which Mrs. Elliſon, who was a ve 

good- humoured woman, anſwered, 
* Ay, fure, Sir, if you pleaſe : you have 
© been very obliging to us; and a diſh 
of tea ſhall be at your ſervice at any 
. _ and then told him where ſhe 
ived, 


The ladies were no ſooner ſeated in 


their hackney-coach, than Mrs. Elli- 
ſon burſt into a loud laughter, and cried, 
I' be hanged, Madam, if you have 
© not made a conqueſt to-night z and 
* what js very pleaſant, I believe the 
0 poor gentleman takes you for a ſingle 
* lady! 2 wil —_— 2 
very gravely, rote n to 
0 think at laſt he was — part 
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* cular, though he did not venture at 
© a word that I could be offended at; 
but if you fancy any ſuch thing, I 
am ſorry you invited him to drink 
© tea. '——* Why ſo?" replied Mrs. El- 
lifon : are you angry with a man for 
© liking you ? if you are, you will be 
angry with almoſt every man that ſees 
© you, If I was a man myſelf, I de- 
* clare I ſhould be in the number of 


your admirers, Poor gentleman! I 


„ pity him heartily ; he little knows 
* that you have not a heart to diſpoſe 
© of. For my own part, I ſhonld not 
be ſurprized at ſeeing a ſerious propo- 
* fal of marriage; for I am convinced 
© he 18 a man of fortune, not only by 
© the politeneſs of his addreſs, but by 
© the fineneſs of his linen, and that 
valuable diamond-ring on his _— 
© But you will ſee more of him when 
© he comes to tea.'—" Indeed I ſhall 
© not," anſwered Amelia; though I 
© believe you only rally me: I hope you 
© have a better opinion of me, than to 
think I would go willingly into the 
© company of a man, who had an im- 
© proper liking for me. Mrs. Elliſon, 
who was one of the gayeſt women in 
the world, repeated the words impro- 
liking with a laugh; and cried, 
« My dear Mrs. Booth, believe me, 
C yu are too handſome and too good- 
* humoured for a prudt. How can you 
affect being offended at what I am 
convinced is the greateſt pleaſure of 
« womankind ; and chiefly, I believe, 
© of us virtuous women ? for, I aſſure 
« you, notwithſtanding my gaiety, I am 
as virtuous as any prude in Evrope.'— 
© Far be it from me, Madam, ſaid A- 
melia, * to ſuſpe& the contrary of a- 
© bundance of women, who indulge 
* themſelves in much greater freedoms 
© than I ſhould take, or have any plea- 
© fure in taking: for I ſolemnly pro- 
© teſt, if I know my own heart, the 
* liking of all men, but of one, is a 
matter quite indifferent to me, or ra- 
ther would be highly dif ble.“ 
This diſcourſe brought them home; 


where Amelia finding her children a- 


fleep, and her: huſband not returned, 
invited her companion to e of her 
homely fare, and down they ſate to ſup- 
per together. The clock ſtruck twelve; 
and no news being arrived of Booth, 
Mrs. Ellifon began to expreſs. ſome 
aſtoniſhment at his ſtay, whence the 
launched into a — reflection on 

2 huſbands, 
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huſbands, and ſoon 5 fome - 
. cular invectives on her own. * 7 — 
deur Madam, ſays ſhe, I know the 
6 2 ſtate of your mind by what 1 
© have myſelf often felt formerly. I 
am no ſtranger to the * 
tone of a midnight clock. It was my 

© misfortune to Top on a heavy chain 
of above fifteen years, with a ſottiſh 
- ©, yoke-fellow. | But how can I won- 

der at my fate, ſince I ſee even your 
ſuperior charms cannot confine a huſ- 
band from the bewitching pleaſures 
. © of a bottle. Indeed, Madam, 
ſays Amelia, I have no reaſon to com- 
plain, Mr. Booth is one of the ſober- 
eſt of men; but now and then to 
ſpend a late hour with his friend, is, 
. © I think,” highly ezcuſable.— O, 


* 
* 


no doubt; cries Mrs. Elliſon, if 


© he can excuſe himſelf; but if 1 
* was a man — Here Booth came 
in, and interrupted the diſcourſe. A- 
melia's eyes ſlaſned with joy the mo- 
ment he appeared ; and he diſcovered 
no leſs pleaſure in ſeeing her. His 
ſpirits were indeed a little elevated with 
wine, fo as to heighten his good- hu- 
mour, without in the leaſt diſorder 
his underſtanding, and made him ſu 
delightful company, that though it was 
paſt one in the morning, neither his 
wife nor Mrs. Elliſon thought of their 
beds during a whole hour. 
Early the next morning the ſerjeant 
came to Mr. Booth's lodgings, and 
with à melancholy countenance ac- 
quainted him, that he had been the 
night before at an alehouſe, where he 
heard one Mr. Murphy an attorney de- 
clare, that he would get à warrant 
backed againſt one Captain Booth at 
the next board of green-clotb. I 
' of * Sir,“ ſaid he, your honour 


will pardon me; but by what he 


* ſaid; I was afraid he meant your ho- 
nourz and therefore I thought it my 
duty to tell you, for I knew the 
« ſame thing happen to a gentleman 
. © here the — 1 
Booth gave Mr. Atkinſon many 
thanks for his information. © I doubt 
not, ſaid he, but I am the perſon 
meant; for it would be fooliſh in me 
deny that I am liable to apprehen- 
$ of that ſort.— I hope, Sir, 


4 
„ 


laid the ſerjeant, * your honour will 
* ſoon. have-reaſon to fear no man liv- 
© ing; bur in the mean time, if an 


#* accident ſhould happen, my bail is at 
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your ſervice as far as it will go; and 


J am a houſekeeper, and can twear 


* myſelf worth one hundred pounds. 


Which hearty and friendly declaration 
received all thoſe acknowledgments 
from Booth which it really — 

- The poor gentleman was y a- 
larmed — but —— alto- 
gether as much ſurprized at Murphy's 
being the attorney employed againſt 
him, as all his debts, except only to 
Captain james, aroſe in the country, 
where he did not know that Mr. Mur- 


phy had; any acquaintance. How- 


ever, he made no doubt that he was 
the perſgn intended, and reſolved to re- 
main a cloſe priſoner in his own lodg- 
ings, till he ſaw the'event of a propo 


which had been made him the evenin 


before at the tavern, where an hon 

gentleman, who had a poſt under the 
government, and wha was one of the 
company, had promiſed to ſerve him 
with the {i at war; telling him, 
that he made no doubt 6f, procuring 
him whole pay in a regiment abroad, 


which in his preſent circumſtances was 
very highly worth his acceptance; when 


indeed that, and a gaol, ſermed to be the 

only alternatives that offered them- 

ſelves to his choice. Ware | 
Mr. Booth and his lady ſpent 


afternoon with Mrs. Elliſon. An in- 


cident which we ſhould ſcarce have 
mentioned, had it not been that Ame- 
lia gave, on this occaſion, an inftance 
of that prudence * which ſhould never 


be off it's guard in married women of 


delicacy: for before the would conſent 
to drink tea with Mrs. Elliſon, ſhe 
made conditions, that the gentleman 


ho had met them at the oratorio ſhould 


not be let in. Indeed, this circum- 
2 proved unneceſſary in the pre- 
nt inſtance, for no ſuch viſitor ever 
came; a circumſtance which gave grea 
content to Amelia: for that lady had 
been a little uneaſy at the raillery of 
Mrs. Elliſon, and had upon reflection 
magnified every little campliment made 


her, and every little civihty-ſhewn her 


by the unknown gentleman, far be- 
d the truth. Theſe 3magmations 
now all ſubſided again; and ſhe im- 
puted all that Mrs. Elliſon had ſaid, 
either to raillery or miſtake. 7 
A young lady made a fourth with 
them at 2 and likewiſe ſtayed the 
whale evening. Her name was Ben- 
net. dhe was about the age of five 
. O and 
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band, in Mrs. Elliſon's a | 
where noble dd, . couſin of dre" 
's, happened! to be preſent: for 
k thatiady ores teduced in hereeir- 
and obliged to let out part 
— her houſe in lodgings, ſhe was born 
A . family, and had ſome 
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. is lord- 


* 
% miniſtry are greatly 
tions at this time. 
Mr. Booth may be aſſured 
the firſt opportunity; 
_ time, * fi 
g him any morning he 
or all cheſs 5 
not ing in acknow- 
ts to the generous peer, an 
more than he was in ſecret grati 
to the lady who had fhewn fo friendly 
and uncommon a zeal in his favour. 
The reader, when he knows the cha- 
pany, 1 rafter of this nobleman, may, per- 
at haps, conclude that his ſeeing Byoth 
2 alone was a lucky cirenmſtance; for 
the no he was fo paſſionate an admirer of wb- 
men, that he could ſcarce have eſca 
, conſe- the attraction of Amelia's beauty. 
give her no cauſe of And few men, as I have obſerveill, 
turday one of her have fach difintereſted generoſity, as te 
Was a little diſordered with a ferve a hufband the better becauſe-they 
are in love with his wife, unleſs ſhe 
will condeſcend to pay a price beyond 
the reach of a virtuous woman. 
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BOOK v. 
CHAP. I. to, Well, Mr, —, what would you 
| t © have me do?” the to ſome 
IN WHICH THE READER WILL bows with refj to others with a 


MEBT WITH AN OLD ACQUAIN- 
TANCE. 


 OOTH's affaire were 
ting on a better aſpet 
9 


had ever worn — 
fore, and he was willing 
to make uſe of the oppor- 
EY the 


y a. viſit to his old * Colonel 
ames, reſolving, if bles to have 
9 explanation of 2 behaviour 
ch appeared to o myſterious ; 
but the colonel was as — 
the beſt defended fortreſs; and it was 
as impoſſible for Booth to paſs beyond 
his entry, as the Spaniards found it to 
take Gi caktar. e received the uſual 
anſwers: firſt, that the colonel was 
not ſtirring z and, an hour after, that he 
was A ed out. 3 that he got by 
ions, was only to 
—_ ſill 201 a and ruder . 
by which, if be had been very ſagaci- 
ous, he might have been fatiafed how 
lite 13 his while it was to deſire to 
in: for the porter at a great man's 
2 is 2 kind of 1 dy 
diſcover the warmth or 
8 is maſter's 
Nay, Aa 3 ſtations of all, as 
the great man elf hath his diffe- 


rent kinds of ſalutation, from an 
hearty embrace with à kiſs, and My 


ſmile, to ſome he bows more, to others 
leſs low, to others not at all. Some 
he juſt lets in, and others he juſt ſhuts 
out. And in all this ſo well cor- 
reſpond, that one would be inclined to 


Booth did not, 
n ju light, for 
Bc i reality it is, yet he was diſcern» 
ing enough to conclude from the be- 
haviour of the ſervant, _ when 
he conſidered that of the maſter tike- 
wiſe, that he had — 1ot loſt the 
friendſhip of ; and this con- 
viction gave him a concern, that not 
only the uttering proſpet of his leed- 
ſhip's favour was not able to cempen- 
ſate, but which even obliterated, and 


7 


made him 8 the fitu- 


fee, ö 
, 


« dear lord, or © Dear Sir Charles, down. cer baden e 
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with a vaſt 
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3 fa * 4 Ai, Fn; «©. . . | 
re indecd, Tou are a "gentleman," and his rank 
perriwig on his head, and 4* /* doth not protect him fam giving you 


vaſt hat under his arm. This auguſt: “ fatisfaction.—“ The affair is not of 


rſonage, having "entered the room, 
walked directly up to the upper end, 
where having paid his reſpects to all 
preſent, of any nore, to each according 
to ſeniority, he at laſt caſt his eyes on 
Booth, and very civilly, though ſome- 
what coolly, aſked him how he did. 


Booth, who had long recognized the- 


ſeatures of his old acquaintance Major 
Bath, returned the compliment with a 
very low bow; but did. not venture to 
make the firſt adyance to familiarity, 


as he was truly poſſeſſed of that quality. 
which the Greeks conſidered in the 


higheſt light of honour, and which we 
term modeſty ; though, indeed, neither 
ours nor the Latin language hath any 
word adequate to the idea of the ori- 


mal. i | 
5 The colonel, after having diſcharged 
himſelf of two or three articles of news, 
and made his comments upon them, 
when the next chair to him became va- 
cant, called upon Booth to fill it. He 
then aſked him ſeveral queſtions rela- 
ting to his affairs; and, when he heard 
he was out of the army, adviſed him 
N to e en to 2 
in; ſaying, that he was a pretty lad, 
—— the Ay not loſe him. 


Booth told him in a whiſper, that he 


had a great deal to ſay to him on that 
ſubject, if they were in a more private 
place; upon this, the colonel propoſed 
4 walk in the Park, which other 
readlily accepted. 122 j 
During their walk, Booth openell his 
heart, and among other matters ac- 
quainted Colonel Bath, that he feared 
ke had loſt the friendſhip of Colonel 
James; though I am not, ſaid he, 
* conſcious of having done the leaſt 


- , 


« thing to deſerye it. 


Bath anſwered, * You are certainly 


* miſtaken, Mr. Booth. I bave, in- 
© decd, ſcarce ſeen my brother ſince my 
coming to town ; for I have been here 
* but two days; however, I am con- 
« vinced he is a man of too nice honour 
to do any thing inconſiſtent with the 
© true dignity of a gentleman.” Booth 
5 he was far from accuſing 
h m of any thing diſhonourable. D-—n 


me, ſaid Bath, if there is a man 


* alive can or dare accuſe him: if you 
s have the leaſt reaſon to take any 
* thing ill, by don't you go to him ? 


90 


c FE obligatiofis to the colonel, and 
© have morereaſon to lament than com- 
plain; and if I could but fee him, I 
am convinced I ſhould have no cauſe 
* for either; but I cannot get within 
© his houſe: it was but an hour ago, a 
© ſervant of his turned me rufely Hom 
© the*door.'—"" Did a ſervant of my 
© brother uſe you rudely?” ſaid the 
colonel with the utmoſt gravity. © I 
* do not know, Sir, in what light you 
« ſee ſuch things; but to me the affront 
© of a ſervant is the affront of the 
« maſter; and if he doth not unme- 
* diately puniſh it, by all the dignity 
© of a man, I would ſee the maſter's 
© noſe between my fingers. Booth 
offered to explain, but to no purpoſe 
the colonel, was got into his ſtilts, an 
it was impoſſible to take him down; 
nay, it was as much as Booth could 
poſſibly do, to part with him without an 
actual quarrel; nor would he, perhaps, 
have been able to have accompliſhed it, 
had not the colonel by accident turned 
at laſt to take Booth's fide of the queſ- 
tion: and before they ſeparated, he 
ſwore many oaths that James ſhould 
give him proper ſatisfaction. 

Such was the end of this preſent in- 
terview, ſo little to the content of Booth, 
that he was heartily concerned he had 
ever mentioned a ſyllable of the matter 
to his honourable friend. | 


1 


HA p. 11. 


IN WHICH BOOTH PAYS A VISIT ro 
E NOBLE LORD. 


HEN that day of the week re- 
turned, .in hich Mr. ,Booth 
choſe to walk, abroad, he went to wait 
on the noble peer according to his Kind 
invitation, | 
Booth now found a very different re- 
ception with this great man's porter, 
from what he had met with at his friend 
the colonel's. He no ſooner told his 
name, than the porter with a bow told 
him vis lordſhip was at home; the door 
immediately flew wide open; and he 
was conducted to an anti-chamber; 
where a ſervant told him he Lata Lol - 
quaint his lordſhip with his * 


any ſuch kind, ſays Booth; I have 
V 
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Nor did he wait many minutes before 
the ſame ſervant returned, and uſhered 
bim to his lordſhip's apartment. 

He found my Nord alone, and was 
received by him in the moſt courteous 
manner imaginable... After the firſt 
ceremonials were over, his lordſhip be- 
gan in the following words: Mr. 
« Booth, I do- aſſure you, you are very 


much obliged to my couſin Elliſon. 


She hath given you ſuch a character, 
that I ſhall have a pleaſure ap do- 
« ing any thing in my power to ſerve 
c — But it ail be very difficult, I 
am afraid, to get you a rank at home. 
In the Weſt-Indies, r., or in 
* ſome regiment abroad, it may be 
© more AT and when I conſider your 
reputation as a ſoldier, I make no 
doubt of your readineſs to go to any 
place where the ſervice of your coun- 
« try ſhall call you.” Booth anſwered, 
that he was highly obliged to his lord- 
ſhip, and aſſured him, he would with 
great chearfulneſs attend his duty in 
any part of the world. The only thing 
«. grievous in the exchange of coun- 
tries, ſaid he, in my opinion, is to 
6 leave thoſe I love behind me, and I 
© am ſure I ſhall never have a ſecond 
« trial equal to my firſt. It was v 
hard, my lord, to leave a young wife 
big with her firſt child, and fo affect- 
C ed with my abſence, that I had the ut- 
* moſt reaſon to deſpair of ever ſeeing 
© her more. After ſuch a demonſtration 
of my reſolution to ſacrifice every o- 
© ther conſideration to my duty, I hope 
© your lordſhip will honour me with 
« ſome confidence, that I ſhall make no 
© objection to ſerve in any country. 
My dear Mr. Booth, anſwered the 
lord, © you ſpeak like a ſoldier, and I 
greatly honour your ſentiments. In- 
© deed, I own the juſtice of your in- 
« ference from the example you have 
- * for to quit a wife, as you 
© ſay, in the very infancy of marriage, 
© is, I acknowledge, ſome trial of re- 
* ſolution.” Booth anſwered with a 
low bow, and then after ſome immate- 
rial converſation, his lordſhip promiſed 
to ſpeak immediately to the miniſter, 
and appointed Mr. Booth to come to 
bim on the Wedneſday morniag, that 
he might be made acquainted with his 
r ſuceeſs. The poor man now 
luſhed and looked filly, till, after 
ſome time, he ſummoned up all his 
courage. to. his aſſiſtance, relying 
on the other's friendſhip, he opened the 


* 


AMELIA. roy * 


whole affair of his circumſtances, and. 
confeſſed that he did not dare to ftir 
from his lodgings above one day in 
ſeven, His lordſlup expreſſed great con- 
cern at this acccunt, and very kindly. 
promiſed to take ſome opportunity of 
calling on him at his coutia Ellifon's ;; 
when he hoped, he ſaid, to bring him 
comfortable tidings. + add 

Booth ſoon afterwards took his leave 
with the moſt profuſe acknowledg+ 
ments for ſo much goodneſs, and ttat- 
tened home to acquaint his Amelia 
with what had fo greatly overjoyed. 
him. She highly congratulated him 
on his having found ſo generous and 
powerful a friend, towards whom both 
their boſoms burnt with the warmeſt 
ſentiments of gratitude. - She was not 
however contented, till ſhe had made 
Booth renew his promiſe, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, of taking her with 
him ; after which. they ſat down with 
their little children to a ſcrag.of mut- 
ton and broth, with the Fabel ſatis- 
faction, and very heartily drank his 
lordſhip's health in à pot of porter. 

In the afternoon this happy couple, 
if the reader will allow me to call poor 
2 P „ drank tea with Mrs. 

lliſon, where his lordſhip's praiſes 
being again repeated by both the huſ- 
band and wife, were very loudly e- 
choed by Mrs. Elliſon. While they. 
were here, the young lady whom we 
have mentioned at the end of the laſt 
book to have made a fourth at whift, 
and with whom Amelia ſeemed - fo 


— 


much pleaſed, came in; ſhe was juſt 


returned to town from a ſhort viſit in 
the 2 and her preſent viſit was 
unex It was, however, very 
agreeable to Amelia, who liked her 
ſtill better upon a ſecond interview, 
and was reſolved to ſolicit her farther 
acquaintance. 
Tr Bennet ſtill maintained ſome 
little reſerve, but was much more fa- 
miliar and communicative than before. 
She appeared moreover to be as little 
ceremonious as Mrs. Ellifon had re- 
ported her, and very readily accepted 
Amelia's apology 2 not paying her 
the firſt viſit, and agreed to drink tea 
with her the very next afternoon. | 
Whilſt the abovementioned compa- 
ny were fitting in Mrs. Elliſon's par- 
lour, Serjeant Atkinſon paſſed by the 
widow, and knocked at the door. 
Mrs. Elliſon no ſooner faw him, than 
ſhe ſaid, © Pray, Mr. Booth, who is 
© that 
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« that 01 ant? be was 
© here ray day ll lag enqui 
© after you. is was indeed a faRt ; 
the ſerjeant was apprehenſive of the 
co Murphy; but as the * 

ow had received all his anſwers 
from the maid or Mrs. Elliſon, Booth 
had never heard à word of the matter. 
He was however y pleaſed with 
what he was ow uw 8 burſt Lo 
into great praiſes of the ſerjeant, whic 
were — b 3 added, 
that he was her foſter- brother, and ſhe 
believed one of the honeſteſt feNows in 
the world. 

© And Tl fwear, cries Mrs. Ellj- 
fon, © he is one of the prettieſt. —Do, 
Mr. Booth hy. him to walk in. 
A ſerjeant of t rds is a gen- 
« tleman; and I had * ive ſuch 
© man as you deſcribe a diſh of tea, 
than any beau fribble of them all.” 

Booth wanted no great ſolicitation to 
ew any kind of regard to Atkinſon ; 
end accordingly, the ſerjeant was uſh- 
ered in, though not without ſome re- 


| Juftance on his fide. There is, per- 


kaps, nothing more uneaſy than thoſe 
enſations which the French call the 
maunvaiſt bonte, nor any more difficult 
to conquer gj and Atkinſon would, 
J am perſnaded, have mounted a breach 
with leſs concern, than he ſhewed in 
walking acroſs a room before three la- 


Ses, two of whom were his avowed 


well-wiſhers. | 

Though I do not entirely agree with 
the late learned Mr. Eſſex, the cele- 
brated dancing maſter's _ that 
dancing is the rudiment of polite edu- 
cation, as he would, I apprehend, ex- 
elude every other art — ſcience; = 
it is certain, that perſons whoſe feet 
have never been under the hands of 
the profeſiors of that art, are apt to 
diſcover this want in their — — 
in every motion, nay, even w 
ſtand or fit fill. They ſeem, indeed, 
to be overburdened with limbs, which 
they know not how to uſe; as if when 
nature had finiſhed her work, the danc- 
ing maſter ſtill is neceſſary to put it 
in motion. 

Atkinſon was at preſent an exam 
of this obſervation, which doth ſo 
much honour to a profeſſion for which 
I have a very high regard. He was 
handſome, and exquiſitely well made; 
and yet, as he had never learnt to 
dance, he made fo auk ward an appear - 


LY A. 


| the good lady herſelf, who had invited 


him in, could at firſt ſcarce refrain 
from laughter at his behaviour, 

He had not, however, been long in 
the room, before admiration of his 
perſon got the better of ſuch riſible 
ideas. 80 great is the advantage of 
beauty in men, as well as women, and 
fo ſure is this quality in either ſex of pro- 
curing forme from the beholder ! 

The exceeding courteous behaviour 
of Mrs. Elliſon, joined to that of 
Amelia and Booth, at length diſſipated 
the unenſineſs of Atkinſon; and he 
gained ſufficient confidence to tell the 
company ſome entertaining ſtories of 
accidents that had happened in the army 
within his knowledge ; which, though, 
they greatly pleaſed all preſent, are not, 
however, of conſequence cnough to have 
a place in this hiſtory. 


Mrs. Elliſon was fo 8 
nate with her company to lar upper, 
that they all conkulted. As for the 
ſerjeant, he ſeemed to be none of the 
leaſt welcome gueſts. She was, ind 
ſo pleaſed with what ſhe had heard 
him, and what ſhe ſaw of him, that 
when a little warmed with wine, for 
ſhe was no flincher at the bottle, ſhe 
began to indulge ſome freedoms in her 
i{courſe towards him, that a little of - 
fended Amelia's delicacy ; nay, they 
did not ſeem to be highly reliſhed by 
the other lady ; though I am far from 
inſinvating that theſe exceeded the 
bounds of decorum, or were, indeed, 
er liberties than ladies of the mid- 
le age, and eſpecially widows, do fre · 
quently allow to themſelves. 


"CHAP. I. 


RELATING PRINCIPALLY TO THE 
AFFAIRS OF SERJEANT ATKIN- 
SON, 


HE next day, when all the fame 
company, Atkinſon only except- 
ed, aſſembled in Amelia's apartment, 
Mrs. Ellifon preſently began to diſ- 
courſe of him, and that in terms not 
only of approbation, but even of af- 
fection. : - _ her clever E 
jeant, and her jeant, at 
often that he was the prettief fellow in 
the 9 ſaid it was a thouſand 


pities he nee. 
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 _©ÞT am of ion, Madam, 
anſwered 3; * and he bath got one 


« him to two or three hundred more, 
6 SO he might eaſily get a . A. 
6 in a" marching regiment ; for 
s am convinced there is no colonel in 
© the army would refuſe him.” 

6 eule him, indeed ! fays Mrs. 
Elliſon! no: he would be a very 
pretty colonel that did. And upon 
my honour, I believe there are very 
few ladies who would refuſe him, if 


he had but a proper opportunity of 


lady both would be better off, 
than, with one of thoſe pretty maſters 
that I fee walking about, and drag- 
2 long ſwords after them, 
w pag ones rather drag their 
© Well ſai 2 Cries Booth, © and 
en like a woman of ſpirit! In- 
„I believe they would be both 
. 
6 e, in, rs. 
Ellifonz I would rather leave the 
-_ firſt n word 
gentleman, than the laſt.” 

* Nay, I aſſure you,” replied Booth, 
© there is not a quieter creature in the 
« world. Though the fellow hath the 
© bra of a lion, he bath the meek- 
* neſs of alamb. I can tell you ſtories 
« enow of that kind, and ſo can my 


| © dear Amelia, when he was a boy. 


O, if the match ticks there, cries 
Amelia, I poſitively will not ſpoil 
his fortune by my filence. I can an- 
* {wer for him from his infancy, that 
© he was one of the beſt-natured lads 
in the world. I will tell yuu a ſtory 


* or two of him, the truth of which 1 


© can teſtify from my on knowledge. 
When he was but in years old, he 
* was at play with me at my mother's 
* houſe, .a great pointing dog bit 


him through the leg. he a 
re 


* wound, declared he was overjoyed it 
had not ed to Miſs (for the 
© ſamedoghadjuſt before ſnapped at me, 
© and my petticoats had been my de- 


* Fence.) Another inftance of his. 


* goodneſs, which greatly recommend- 
ed him e my father, and which 1 


baus loved him for ever fince, was 


, » < 44 


* 
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this: my father was a 


great lover of 
« birds, and ſtrictly forbade the ſpoil- 
© ing of their neſts, Poor Joe was one 
* day caught upon à tree, and bei 
concluded guilty was ſeverely | 
« for itz but it was afterwards dif- 
covered that. another boy, a friend 
© of Joe's, had robbed the neſt of it's 
« young one's, and poor Joc had climb- 
© ed the tree in to reſtore them 3 


her; and when my brother died, 1 
cu , 


remember Joe (at his de- 
« fire, for — — his — 
* had one of his ſuits given him; but 
© inſtead of his becoming finer on chat 
* occahon, another young fellow 
* to church in m 22 cloaths, 


* ſon had purchaſed for her with the 
rr — he 

c : „ he is a wor- 
thy creature!” faid Mrs. — 

« He is a charming fellow,” cries 
Mrs. Elliſon. But the name of 
« ſerjeant, Captain Booth, there, as the 
„play ſays, my pride brings me off 
again. | 


And whatſoever the ſages charge on pride, 
« The angels fall, and twenty other goud 
© faults beſide ; . 
© Onearth I'm ture---1'm ſure---ſomething 

„calling 
Pride ſaves man, and our ſex too, from 
_ falling.* 


Here a footman's rap at the door 
ſhook the room; upon which Mrs. El- 


liſon, running to the window, cred 


out, Let me die, if it is not my lord! 
© what ſhall I do? I muſt be at home 
to him; but ſuppoſe be ſhould en- 
« quire\for you, captain, what ſhall I 


© ſay? or will you go dawn with m 


company were in ſome coatu- 
ſion at this inſtant, and before they had 
agreed on any thing, Boath's little gut 
came running into the room, and fad, 
there was z prodigious great gentieman 


coming up fairs. She was inumed- 
ately _ 


* 
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? followed by his lordſhip; Who, 
-as he knew Booth muſt be at home, 
made very little or no enquiry at the 
door ” 1 4 1 


Amelia was taken ſome what at a ſur- 
prize, but ſhe was too polite to ſhew 
much confuſion: for though ſhe knew 
nothing of the town, ſhe had had a 
9 education, and kept the beſt 
company the country afforded. The 
ceremonies therefore paſſed as uſual, and 
they all fat down. | 
His lordſhip ſoon addrefſed himſelf 
to Booth, ſaying, As I have what I 
think news for you, Sir, I 
-<:could not delay giving myſelf "the 
"© pleaſure of communicating it to you. 
1 have mentioned your affair where 
41 iſed you, and I have no doubt 
of my ſacceſs, One may eaſily per- 


ceive, you know, from the manner 


of le's behaving upon ſuch oc- 
6 — 1 and indeed, ho I related 
your caſe, I found there was much 
© jnchination to ſerve you. Great men, 
Mr. Booth, muſt do things in their 
© own time; but I think you may de- 
-* pend on having ſomething done very 
© foon;? * * 
Booth made many acknowledgments 
for his lordſhip's goodneſs, and now a 
ſecond time paid all the thanks which 
would have been due even had the 
'favour been obtained. This art of pro- 
miſing is the economy of a great 
man's pride; a ſort of good huſband 
in conferring favours, by which they 
receive tent fold in acknowledgments for 
every obligation; I mean, among thoſe 
who really intend the ſervice; for there 
are others who cheat poor men of their 
thanks, without ever deſigning to de- 
ſerve them at all. Fad } 
This matter being ſufficiently diſ- 
cuſſed, the converſation took a gayer 
turn ; and my. lord began to entertain 
the ladies with ſome of that elegant 
diſcourſe which, though moſt delight- 


ful to hear, it is impoſſible ſhould ever 


be read. | 


- + His lordſhip was ſo highly pleaſed | 


with Amelia, that he could not help 


being ſamewhat particular to her; but 
this particularity 2 itſelf 


only in a higher degree of reſpect, and 
was ſo very polite, and i very diſtant, 
that ſhe herſelf was pleaſed ; and at his 
boy rture, which was not till he had 
far exceeded the length of a common 
viſit, declared he was the fineſt gentle - 
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ry Pomptiuſve parem — 


man ſhe had ever den q with which k- 


timent her huſband and Mrs. Elliſon 
both entirely concurred. A 

Mrs. Bennet, on the contrary, ex- 
preſſed ſome little diſlike to my lord's 
complaifance, which ſhe called exceſ- 


five. * For my own part, ſaid ſhe, 


I have not leaſt reliſh for thoſe 
very fine gentlemen. What the world 
—.— calls politeneſs, I tefm in- 
ncerity; and I am mort charmed 
with the ſtories which Mrs. Booth 
told us of the honeſt ſerjeant, than 
with all that the fineſt gentlemen in 
the world ever ſaĩd in their lives. 
O to be ſure, cries Mrs Eiliſon, 
All for love, or the world well of is 
a motto very proper for ſome folks to 
© wear in their coat of arms; but the 
«* generality of the world will, I be- 
c Reeve, agree with that lady's opinion 
of my couſin, rather than with Mrs. 
© Bennet.” L HA 7: , 
Mrs. Bennet ſeeing Mrs. Elliſon 
took offence at what Ro thought 
r to make ſome a „ Which 
= nets readily — * and fo end- 
ed the viſit. N $97790 - * 
We cannot, however, put an end to 
the chapter, without obſerving that ſuch 
is the ambitious temper of beauty, that 
it may always apply to itſelf that cele- 
brated paſlage in Lucan. 


I Io | % #4 $43 
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Indeed, I believe it may be laid don 
as a general rule, that no woman Who 
hath any great pretenſions to admira- 
tion, is ever well pleaſed in a company 
where ſhe perceives herſelf to fill only 
the ſecond place. This obſervation, 
however, I humbly ſubmit to the judg- 
ment of the ladies, and hope it will be 
conſidered as retracted by me, if they 
ſhall diſſent from my opinion. 
* 2 . 28 MN. 
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CONTAINING MATTERS THAT R- 
QUIRE' NO PREFACB-Þ 40 

02 |} 17 to bed ? 

HEN Booth and his wife were 
left alone together, they boch 
—_ exulted in their goodifor- 
tune, in having found ſo good a friend 
as his lordſhip; nor were they wanting 


in very warm expreſſions of their gra- 
2 Brugs 
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hi epan to lay down ſchemes 
of livm th. Booth ſhould have his 
commiſhon of captain; and after the 
exacteſt computation concluded, that 
with coeconomy they ſhould be able to 
ſave, at leaſt, fifty pounds a year out 
— income, in order to pay their 
4 EE OR 


Theſe matters being well ſettled, 
Amelia aſked Booth what he thought 
of Mrs. Bennet. I think, my dear, 
anſwered Booth, that ſhe hath been 
formerly a very pretty woman.'— I 
am miſtaken, replied ſhe, if ſhe be 
© not a ver creature. I don't 
know I ever took ſuch a liking to any 
© one on ſo ſhort an acquaintance. I 
fancy ſhe hath been a very {prightly 
© woman: for if you obſerve, ſhe diſ- 
© covers by ſtarts a great vivacity in 
© her countenance.'—* I made the ſame 
© obſervation,* cries Booth: * fure 
© fome ſtrange misfortune hath befallen 
© her. '—" A misfortune indeed an- 
ſwered Amelia. Sure, child, you for- 
got what Mrs. Elliſon told us, that 
© ſhe had loſt a beloved huſband; a 
© misfortune which I have often won- 
© dered at any woman's ſurviving.” 
At which words ſhe caſt a tender look 


at Booth; and preſently afterwards 
_ throwing herſelf upon his neck, cried, 


O heavens! what a happy creature 
am I! When I conſider the dangers 
© you have gone through, how I exult 
in my blifs!' The good-natured 
reader will ſuppoſe that Booth was not 
deficient in returning fuch tendernels ; 
after which the converſation became 
too fond to be here related. 

The next morning Mrs. Elliſon ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to Booth as follows. I 
© ſhall make no apology, Sir, for what 
© T'am going to ſay, as it proceeds 
© from my friendſhip to yourſelf, and 
q — dear lady. I am convinced then, 
5 


ir, there is ſomething more than 


© accident in your going abroad onl 

© one day in the week. Now, Sir, if, 
© as I am afraid, matters are not alto- 
4 as well as I wiſh them, I beg, 
© fince I do not believe you are pro- 
< vided with a lawyer, that you will 
© ſuffer me to recommend one to you. 
© The perſon I ſhall. mention, is, I 
* affure you, of much ability in his 
« profeſſion, and I have known him 
« do great ſervices to gentlemen un- 

: N - 


© der a cloud. Do not be aſhamed of 
your circumſtances, my dear friend: 
© they are a much r ſcandal to 
* thoſe who have left ſo much merit 
* unprovided for.” 

Booth gave Mrs. Elliſon abundance 
of thanks for her kindneſs, and expli- 
citly confeſſed to her that her conjectures 
were right, and without heſitation ac< 
cepted the offer of her friend's aſſiſtance. 

Mrs. Ellifon then acquainted him 
with her apprehenſions on this account. 
She ſaid, the had both yeſterday and 
this morning ſeen two or three very 
ugly ſuſpicious fellows 7 ſeveral 
times by — window. * Upon all ac- 
counts, faid ſhe, © my dear Sir, 1 
* adviſe you to keep yourſelf cloſe con- 
fined till the lawyer hath been with 
_ I am ſure he will get you your 


c 
c 
* liberty, at leaſt of w 
c 

© to be done with the board of gree 
cloth, I don't know what; but this 
© I know, that ſeveral gentlemen have 
lived here a long time very comfort- 


© ably, and have defied a! the ven- 


© geance of their creditors. However, 
© 1n the mean time, you muſt be a cloſe 
6 1 with your lady; and I be- 
© lieve there is no man in England 
* but would exchange his liberty for 
© the ſame gaol. | 
She then departed in order to ſend 
for the attorney, and preſently after- 
wards the ſerjeant arrived with ne 
- the like kind. He faid, he had 
craped an acquaintance with Murphy, 
11 4 —— will — 
cries Atkinſon, but I pretended to 
have a ſmall demand upon your 
* honour myſelf, and offered to em- 
c ploy him in the buſineſs; upon which 
© he told me, that if I would go with 
© him to the marſhal's court, and make 
© affidavit of my debt, he mould be 
© able very ſhortly to get it me; * forT 
** ſhall have the captain in hold,” cries 
© he, „within a day or two. —I wiſh,” 
ſaid the ſerjeant, I could do your ho- 
* nour any ſervice. Shall I walk about 
© all day before the door? or ſhall I 
© be porter, and watch it in the inſide, 
till your honour can find ſome means 
of ſecuring yourſelf? I hope you will 
© not be offended at me, but I beg you 
© would take care of falling into Mur- 
* phy's hands; for he hath the charac- 
ter of the r 1 
es; 4 ak 


King about 
within the verge. There's 3 
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W 
1 am afraid you will think me too bold, 


Sir, but I have a little money; if it can 
© be of any ſervice, do, pray your ho- 
© nour command it. It can never do 
s me ſo much good any other way. 
« Conſider, Si, I owe all I have to 
« yourſelf and my dear miftreſs.” 
Booth ſtood a moment as if he had 
been thunderſtruck; and then, the tears 
burſting from his eyes, he faid : © Upon 
© my ſoul, Atkinſon, you overcome 
me. I ſcarce ever heard of fo much 
© goodneſs, nor do I know how to ex- 


Y preſs my ſentiments of it. But be 


« aſſured, as for your money, I will not 
accept it; and let it ſatisfy you, that 
© in my preſent circumſtances it would 
© do me no eflential ſervice; but this 
© be aſſured of likewiſe, that whilſt I 
„live, I ſhall never forget the kind- 
© neſs of the offer. However, as I ap- 
© prehend I may be in ſome danger of 
© fellows getting into the houſe, for a 
day or two, as I have no guard but a 
« poor little girl, I will not refuſe the 
« - goodneſs you offer to ſhew in my pro- 
© teftion. . And I make no doubt but 


Mrs. Elliſon will let you fit in her 


6 our for that purpoſe.” | 
— — the utmoſt readineſs 
undertook the: office of porter; and 
Mrs. Ellifon as readily allotted lim a 
place in her back parlour, where he 
continued three days together, from 
eight in the morning till twelve at night; 
during which time, he had ſometimes 
the company of Mrs. Elliſon, and 
ſometunes of Booth, Amelia, and Mrs, 
Bennet too; for this laſt had taken as 
great a fancy to Amtlia, as Amelia had 
to her; and therefore, as Mr. Booth's 
affairs were now no ſecret in the neigh- 
bourhood, made her frequent vifits du- 
ring the confinement of her huſbaud, 
and conſequently of her own. _ 
Nothing, as I remember, happened 
in this interval of time, more worth 
notice than the following card, which 
Amelia received from her old acquain- 
tance Mrs. James. © Mrs. James ſends 
her compliments to Mrs. Booth, and 
t defires to know how ſhe docs; for as 
£ ſhe hath not had the favour of [ceing 
£ her at her own houſe, or of meeting 
her in anypublick place, in ſo long a 
* time, fears it may be owing” to ill 
health.“ T 
Amelia had long given over all 
thoughts. of her friend, and doubted 
not but that ſhe was as entirely given 
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over by her; ſhe was very much fur- 


prized at this meſſage, and under ſome 
doubt whether it was not meant as an in- 
ſult, eſpecially from the mention of pub- 
lick places, which ſhe thought ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with her preſent circumſtances, 
of which ſhe ſuppoſed Mrs. James 
was well apprized. However, at the 
entreaty of her huſband, who languiſh- 
ed for nothing more than to be agam 
reconciled to his friend James, Amelia 
undertook to pay the lady a viſit, and 
to examine into the myſtery of this con- 
duct, which 8 to her ſo unac- 
countable. 
Mrs. James received her with a de- 
ee of civility that amazed Amelia, no 
fel than her coldneſs had done before. 
She reſolved to come to an eclaircifle- 
ment, and having ſat out ſome com- 
pany that came in, when they were 
alone together, Amelia, after — ſi- 
lence, and many offers to ſpeak, at laſt 
laid, My dear Jenny, (if you will 
* now ſufter me to call you by ſo fami- 
* hara name) have you entirely forgot 
© a certain young lady who had the 
« pleaſure of being your intimate ac- 
6 | mgm at Montpelier? '—" Whom 
0 you mean, dear Madam ?* cries 
Mrs. James with great concern. I 
© mean, myſelt;* anſwered Amelia. 
* You ſurprize me, Madam, replied 
Mrs. James. How can you aſk me 
that queſtion ?“ Nay, my dear, I 
© do not intend to offend you, cries A- 
melia; but J am really deſirous to 
ſolve to myſelf the reaſon of that cold- 
© nels which you ſhewed me, when 
« you did me the favour of a viſit. Can 
« you think, my dear, I was not dilap- 
pointed, when I expected to meet an 
© intimate friend, to receive a cold for- 
F mal viſitant? I deſire you to examine 
« your own heart, and anſwer me ho- 
* neltly, if you do not think I had ſome 
little reaſon to be diſſatisfied with your 
behaviour? Indeed, Mrs. Booth, “ 
anſwered the other lady, © you ſur- 
prize me very much; if there was 
any thing diſpleaſing to you in my 
© behaviour, I am extremely concerned 
© at it. I did not know Thad been de- 
© fective in any of the rules of civility; 
but if I was, Madam, I aſk your par- 
don. —“ Is civility then, my dear, 
replied Amelia, a ſynonimous term 
with friendihip? Could I have ex- 
« pected, when I parted the laſt time 
« with Miſs Jenny Bath, to have _ 
| 3 hee 
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© her the next time in the ſhape of a 
* fine lady, complaining of the hard- 
* ſhip of climbing up two pair of ſtairs 
© to viſit me, and then approaching me 
© with the diſtant air of a new or a ſlight 
© acquaintance? Do you think, m 


dear Mrs. James, if the tables bad 


© been turned, if my fortune had been 


- © as high in the world as yours, and 


you in my diſtreſs and abject condi- 
© tion, that I would not. have climbed 
© as high as the Monument to viſit 
you? — Sure, Madam, cried Mrs. 
James, I miſtake you, or you have 
greatly miſtaken me. Can you com 
plain of my not viſiting you, who have 
owed me a viſit. almoſt theſe three 
weeks ? Nay, did I not even then ſend 
you a card, which ſure was doin 
more th:m all the friendſhip and good- 
breeding in the world required ? But 
indeed, as I had met you in no publick 
« place, I really thought you was ill.'— 
© How can you mention publick places 
to me, faid Amelia, when you can 
hardly be a ſtranger to my preſent ſi- 
tuation? Did you not know, Madam, 
© that I was ruined ?* —* No, indeed, 
Madam, did not I, replied Mrs. 
James; I am ſure I ſhould have been 
highly concerned if I had.'—* Why, 
« ſure, my dear, cries Amelia, you 
© could not imagine that we were in 
« affluent | circumſtances, when you 
found us in ſuch a place, and in ſuch 
a condition,.'—* Nay, my dear, an- 
ſwered Mrs. James, * fince you are 
« pleaſed to mention it firſt yourſelf, I 
© own, I was a little furprized to lee 
you in no better lodgings; but I con- 
cluded you had your own reaſons tor 
liking them; and, for my own part, 
I have laid it down as a poſitive rule, 
never to enquire into the private affairs 
of any one, eſpecially of my friends. 
Lam not of the humour of ſome la- 
dies, who confine the circle of their 
er to one part of the town, 
and would not be known to viſit in 
the city for the world. For my part, 
I never-dropt an acquaintance with 
any one, while it was reputable to 
keep it up; and I can folemnly de- 
clare I have not a friend in the world 
for whom I have a greater eſteem 
£ than I have for Mrs. Booth. 

At this inſtant, the arrival of a new 
viſitant put an end to the diſcourſe, and 
Amelia ſoon after took her lcave with- 
out the leaſt anger, but with ſome little 
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unavoidable contempt for a lady, in 

whoſe opinion, as we have hinted be- 

fore, outward form and ceremony con- 

ſtituted the whole eſſence of friendſhip ; 

who valued all her acquaintance alike, 

as each individual ſerved equally to fill 

up a place in her viſiting roll; and who, 

in reality, had not the leaſt concern for 
1 ood qualities or well-being of any 

of them. | 


CRAP. V. 


CONTAINING MUCH HEROICK MAT- 
TER. 


1 the end of three days, Mrs. 
Elliſon's friend had ſo far pur- 
chaſed Mr. Booth's liberty, that he 
could walk again abroad within the 
verge, without any danger of having a 
warrant backed againit him by the 
beard before he had notice. As for 
the ill-looked perſons that had given 
the alarm, it was now diſcovered that 
another unhappy gentleman, and not 
Booth, was the object of their purſuit. 

Mr. Booth being now delivered from 
his fears, went, as he had formerly 
done, to take his morning walk in the 
Park. Here he met Colonel Bath in 
company with ſome other officers, and 
very civilly paid his reſpects to him. 
But inſtead of returning the talute, the 
colonel looked him full in the face with 
a very ſtern countenance ; and, if he 
could be ſaid to take any notice of 
him, it was in ſuch a manner as to in- 
form him he would take no notice of 
him. 

Booth was not more hurt than ſur- 
prized at this behaviour, and reſolved 
to know the reaſon of it. He therefore 
watched an opportunity till the colonel 
was alone, and then walked boldly up 
to him, and defired to know if he had 
given him any offence. The colonel 
anſwered haſtily, Sir, I am above bein 
© offended with you, nor do I think jt 
© conliftent with my dignity to make 
« you any anſwer." Booth replied, 1 
don't know, Sir, that I have done any 
© thing to deſerve this treatment.— 
© Look'e, Sir, cries the colonel, if 
I had not formerly had ſome reſpe& 
for you, I ſhould not think you worth 
my reſentment. However, as you are 
© a gentleman born, and an officer, 
and as I have had an eſteem for you, 
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Sir, that you have act 


Con 


of * 
„ 


* 


putting it in your power to do your- 
« Elie — 8 will tell you, Ne 
like a feoun- 
< drel.'——< If we were not in the Park,” 
anſwered Booth warmly, I would. 
thank yqu for that com- 

< we can be ſoon in a convenient 
place. Upon MEH Booth 


he would attend him wherever he 


pleaſed. The colonel then bid him come 
along, and firutted forward direttly up 

firagion Hill to Hyde Park, Booth 
following hin at firſt and/afterwards 


walking before him, till they came to 


that place which may properly be called 
the Field of Blogd," - ** 1 art a 
little to the left of the ring which heroe; 


have choſen” for the ſcene of their exit 


out of this world. 
'Bopth reached the ring ſome time 
2 colonely for he mended not 
is pace, more than à Spaniard. 
To ſay 4 5 I believe it was not in 
his power; for he had ſo long accuſ- 


tomed himfelf to one and the ſame ſtrut, 


that as a horſe uſed always to trottii 


can ſcarce be forced into a gallop, ſo 


could no paſhon- force the colonel to 
alter his page. "2. 

At length,” however, both parties 
arrived at the lifts, where the colonel 
very deliberately took off. his 'wig and 
coat, and laid them 3 and 
then drawing his ſword, advanced to 
Bcoth, who: had likewiſe his drawn 


weapon in his hand, but had made no 
other . 


tion for- tlie combat. 
The combatants now engaged with 
great fury, and after. two or three 


paſſes,” Booth ran the colonel through 


the body, and threw him on the ground, 
at the fame time poſſefling himſelf of 
the colonel's ſword. 


* 


Baoth in a kind voice, and ſaid, 
© Yeu have done my buſineſs, and ſa- 
« tisfied me that you ar à man of ho- 
* nour, and that my brother James 
© muſt have been miftaken: for I am 
© convinced, that no man who will 
draw his ſword in ſo gallant a man- 


ner, is capable of being a raſcal. 


D n me, give me a buſs, my dear 
boy; I aſk your pardon for that in- 
famous appellation I diſhonoured 
* your dignity with; but, dy me, 
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I will give you ſome marks of it, by 


* 


© if it was not purely dut of love, and 
to give you an opportunity of doing 
© yourſelf juſtice, which I on you 
5 done like a man of honour. 
What may be the conſequence I 


| know. not) but I hope, at leaſt, I 
u uy erb | 4 Mall live to reconcile you with my 
iment.'—+* ©. Sir?” "cries the colo brother,” Tm en 
Hooch ſhewed great concern, and even 


in his countenance. -- * 3 7 
my dear colonel, ſaid he, 


© you force me tc this? For Heaven's 
uke, tell me, what I have ever done 
d offend you?“ OS. 


Mel cried the eolonel. © Indeed, 
d dear child, you never did any 
thing to offend me. Nay, I have 
* actel the part of @ friend to po in 
© the whole affair“ I maintained your 
long as de · 
© cency would it, I could not 
© flatl — him, though, in- 
« deed; I ſcarce believed him. But 
„hat could I do? If I had not 
* fought with you, I muſt have been 
© obliged to have fought with him 
© howeyer, | I hope what is done wi 
© be ſufficient, and that matters may 
©: be diſcommodated without your being 
put to the neceſſity of fighting any 
© more on this occaſion.” "#23 

Never regard me, cried Booth ea- 
gerly; for Heaven's ſake, think of 
« your own preſervation. Let me put 
« you into a chair, and get you a ſur - 
5 geon.” 1 | 

Thou art à noble lad, cries the 
colonel, hu was now got on his 
© and I am glad the buſineſs is fo well 
© over,” For though your ſword went 
* quite through, it ſlanted fo, that Lap · 
© prehend there is little danger of lite. 
c ver, 1 think there is __ 
done to put ger end to the 


© cauſe with m brother as 


e affait, eſpecially as you was fo h 
As ſoon as the colonel was become 
matter of his ſperch, he called out to 


© to diſarm me. I bleed a little, but 
"can walk to the houſe by the water; 
© and if you will ſend me a chair thi- 
„ther, I ſhall be obliged to you.” 

As the colonel refuled any aſſiſtance, 
(indeed he was very able to walk with- 
out it, though with ſomewhat leſs dig · 
nity than uſual) Booth ſet forward to 
Groſvenor Gate, in order to procure 
the chair, and ſoon after returned with 
one to his friend; whom having con- 
veyed into it, he attended himſelf on 
foot into Bond Street, where then 
lived a very emiment forgrov. — 4. 
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which never once occurred to his ima: 


wound, turned towards Booth, who \ gination till he was out of it. 


was apparently the guilty perion, and 
ald wah a G le, £1 * 
Sir, you have performed the buſineſs 
with dexterity.” ; 


« Sir,* cries the colonel to the ſur- 


n, © I, would not have you imagine 
Iam afraid to die. I think I know 
« more what belongs to the 2 
man; and, 1 believe, I have ſhewn 
© it at the head of a line of battle. 
© not impute my concern to that fear, 
hen I aſk you whether there is or is 
not any danger!” 
| © Really, colonel,* anſwered the 
ſurgeon, who well knew the complex- 
jon of the gentleman then under his 
hands, it would appear like 
© tion to ſay, that a man who hath 
© been juſt run through the body, is in 
no manner of danger. But this, I 
© think; I may aſſure you, that I yet 
« perceive no very bad ſymptoms, and 
© unleſs ſomething worſe ſhould ap- 
8 N a fever BR confequence, 
© I hope you may live to be again, 
© with all your dignity, at the head of 
© a line of battle. 


* Tam glad to hear that is your opi- 


C w__ _ colonel, * for I am 
not deſirous ying, though I am 
© not afraid of it. But if any thing 
* worſe than you apprehend 

by „I defire you will be a wit 
© neſs of . declaration, that this 
young eman is entirely inno- 
cent. 1 forced him to — he 
did. My dear Booth, I am ed 
< matters are as they are. You are 
© the firſt man that ever gained an ad- 
© vantage over me; but it was v 
lucky for you that you diſarmed me, 
and I doubt not but you have the 
Y imity to think fo. + If the bu- 
C — 2 8 without 
© doing any thing to purpoſe, it 
© was fortune's — ny and neither 
© of our favlts.” 

Booth heartily embraced the colo- 
nel, and aſſured him of (he great ſatis- 
faction he had received from the ſur- 
geon's opinion : and ſoon after the two 
combatants took their leave of each o- 
ther. The colonel, after he was dreſſed, 
went in a chair to his lodgings, and 
Booth walked on foot to his; where 
he Inckily arrived without meeting 
any of Mr. Murphy's gang; a danger 


Upon my word; 


— 


The affair he had been about, had 
indeed, ſo entirely occupied his mind, 
that it had obliterated other idea; 
among the reſt, it cauſed him fo abſs- 
lutely to forget the time of the day, 
that though he had exceeded the tima 
of dining above two hours, he had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of being at home 
later than ufual. 


2 H A P. VI. * 
IN WHICH THE READER WILL 


FIND MATTER WORTHY HIS 
CONSIDERATION. 


N Ar having waited above 


an hour for her huſband, con- 
cluded, as he was the moſt pu 
man alive, that he had __ * forne 
engagement abroad, and n to 
her meal with her children; which, as 


it was * 4 uncomfortable in the 


abſence of huſband, was = 
ſhort; fo that before his return 

the apparatus of dining was entirely 
removed. 

Booth fat ſome time with his wife, 
expecting every minute when the little 
maid would make her appearance; at 
laſt, curiofity, I believe, rather than 
appetite, e him aſk, how long it 
was to dinner. * To dinner, my 
dear] anſwered Amelia; * ſure you 
© have dined, I hope?” N = 
in the negative; upon which, his wi 
ſtarted from her ori and beſtirred 
herſelf as nimbly to provide-him a re- 
paſt, as the moſt induftrious hoſteſs in 
the kingdom doth, when ſome unex- 
peed gueſt of extraordinary quality 
arrives at her houſe. | 

The reader hath not, I think, from 
an hitherto recorded in this 
hiſtory, had much reaſon to accuſe A- 
melia of a blameable curiofity; be 
will not, I hope, conclude that ſhe 
an inſtance of any ſuch fault, when, 

Booth's having ſo long overſtaid 
his time, and fo greatly miſtaken the 
hour of the day, and upon ſome other 
circurnſtances of his behaviour, (for 
he was too honeſt to be at con- 
cealing any of his thoughts) ſhe ſaid 
to him, after he had done eating, My 
. G 

. * 


— 


* 
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« ordinary hath happened to-day, and 
I beg you will tell me what it is.. 


Booth anſwered, that nothing of any 


conſequence had happened; that he 
had been detained by a friend, whom 
he met accidentally, longer than he 
expected. In ſhart, he made many 


muffling and evaſive - anſwers; not 


boldly lying out, which, perhaps, 
would have ſucceeded, but poorly and 
vainly endeavouring to reconcile falſe. 
hood with truth; an attempt which 
ſeldom fails to betray the moſt prac- 
tiſed deceiver. $3 

How impoſſible was it, therefore, 


for Booth to fucceed in an art for 


which nature had fo entirely diſquali- 
fied him ! His countenance indeed con- 
feſſed faſter than his tongue denied; 
and the whole of his behaviour gave 


Amelia an alarm, and made her ſuſpect 


ſomething very bad had happened; and 
as her thoughts turned preſently on the 
badneſs of their circumſtances, © ſhe 
feared ſome miſchief from his credi- 
tors had befallen him; for ſhe was too 
—_— of. ſuch matters to know, 

at if he had fallen into the hands of 
the Philiſtines, (which is the name 
given by the faithful to bailiffs) he 
would hardly have been able ſo ſoon to 


recover his liberty. Booth at laſt per- 


ceived her to be uneaſy ; and as he ſaw 
no hopes. of contriving any fiction to 
fatisfy her, he thought himſelf obliged 
to tell her the truth, or at leaſt part 
of the truth; and confeſſed that he 
had had a little ſkirmiſh with Colo- 
nel Bath, in which, he ſaid, the 
colonel had received a flight wound, 


not at all dangerous: And this, ſays 


he, * is all the whole matter.. If it 
© be ſo, cries Amelia, I thank Hea- 
ven no worſe hath happened; but 
* why, my dear, will you ever con- 
« yerſe with that madman, who can 
© embrace a friend one moment, and 
* fight with him the next? —“ Nay, 
my dear, anſwered Booth, you 
* .yourſelf muſt confeſs, though he be 
a little too much on the qui vive, he 
© 1s a man of great honour and good- 
nature. Tell me not, replied ſhe, 
of ſuch good - nature and honour as 
« would ſacrifice à friend, and a whole 
family, to a ridiculous whim.—O, 


Heaven! cried ſhe, falling upon 
her knees, from what miſery have 


© I eſcaped! from 'what have theſe 
For babes eſcaped, through your 
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42 cious providence this day 2 
Then turning to her -huſband, ſhe 
eried, But are you ſure the monſter s 


+ wound is no more dangerous than 


you ſay? A monſter ſurely I may 
© call him, who can quarrel with a 
man that could not, that I am con- 
« yvinced would — him!“ 3 
Upon this queſtion, Booth repea 
the 8 vrhich the ſurgeon had 
m them, perhaps with a little en- 
argement, which pretty well ſatisfied 
Amelia; and” inftead of bleming her 
huſband for what he had done, ſhe ten- 
derly embraced him, and again return- 
ed thanks to Heaven for his ſafety. 

In the evening, Booth inſiſted on 
paying a ſhort viſit to the colonel, 
ighly againſt the inclination of A- 


melia, dy many arguments and 


entreaties endeavoured to diſſuade her 
buſband from continuing an acquain- 


tance, in which, ſhe ſaid; ſhe ſhould 


always foreſee much danger for the 
future. However, ſhe was at laſt-pre- 
vailed upon to acquieſce; and Booth 
went to the colonel, . whoſe lodgings 
appenecd to be in the verge, as well as 
his own. , 


He found the colonel in his night- 


_ gown, and his great chair, engaged 


with another officer at a game of cheſs. 
He rofe immediately, and having hear- 
tily embraced Booth, preſented him to 
his friend, ſaying, he had the honour 
to introduce to him as brave and .as 
fortitudinous a man as any in the king's 
dominions. He-then took Booth with 
him into- the next room, and defired 
him not to mention a word of what 
had happened in the morning : ſaying, 
« I am very well ſatisfied that no more 
© hath happened ; however, as it end- 
ed in nothing, I could wiſh it might 
© remain a ſecret.” Booth told him he 
was heartily glad to find him ſo well, 
and promiſed never to mention, it more 
to any one. 28 
The game at cheſs oping but juſt be- 
gun, and neither of tlie parties having 
gained any conſiderable advantage, 
they neither of them inſiſted on conti- 
nuing it; and now the colonel's anta 
goniſt took his leave, and left the co- 
lonel and Booth together. | 
As ſoon as they were alone, the lat- 
ter earneſtly entreated the former to ac- 
quaint him- with the real -cauſe of his 
anger; for may I periſh,” cries Booth, 
6 if 1 can even gueſs what I * 
| 1 done 
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6- done to offend either you or your bro- 
« ther Colonel James!" - — 
.-< Look'e, child, cries the colonel, 
1 tell Jam for my own 
« ſatisfied: for I am convinced” that a 
man who will fight, can never be a 
© raſcalz* and therefore, why ſhould 
c you enquire any more of me at pre- 
© ſent? when, I fee my brother James, 
I hope to reconcile all matters, and 
© perhaps, no more {words need be 
« drawn on this . wo” _ 
ſtill _ in his defire, the colo- 
nel, per ome heſitation, with a 
tremendous oath, cried out, I do not 
think myſelf at liberty to refuſe you, 
© after the indignity I offered you; fo, 
© fince you demand it of me, I will in- 
form you. My brother told me you 
© had uſed him diſhonourably, and had 
© divellicated his character behind his 
© back.” He gave me his word too, 
© that he was well aſſured of what he 
© ſaid. What could I have done, 
c ir I own to you I did not be- 
© lieve him, and your behaviour ſince 
« hath convinced me I was in the 
« right? I muſt either have given him 
© the lye, and fought with him, or elſe 
© I was obliged to behave as I did, 
© and fight with you. And now, my 
© lad, I leave it to you to do as you 
« pleaſe; but if you are laid under wy 
© neceſity to do yourſelf farther jui- 
c tice, it is your own fault. | 

© Alas, colonel !* anſwered Booth, 
© beſides the obligations I have to the 
© colonel, I have really ſo much love 
« for him, that I think of nothing leſs 
© than reſentment. All I wiſh, is to 
© have this affair brought to an eclair- 
« ciſſement, and to ſatisfy him that he 
© is in an error: for though his aſſer- 
© tions are cruelly injurious, and 1 
© have never deſerved — yet I am 
© convinced he would not ſay what he 
© did not himſelf think. Some raſcal, 
© envious of his friendſhip for me, 
© hath belyed me to him ; and the only 
< reſentment I defire, is to convince 
© him of his miſtake.” „ 

At theſe words, the colonel grin- 
ned horribly a ghaſtly fmile, or rather 
ſneer, and anſwered, ©- Young « po 
man, you may do as you pleaſe; but 
© by the eternal dignity of man, if any 
man breathing 
* with my charatter—here, here Mr. 
Booth, (ſhewing his fingers) (here, 
en me, ſhould be his noſtrils; 
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ad taken a liberty 


he ſhould breathe through my hands, 
© and'breathe his laſt, dn mel 
Booth anſwered, * I think, colonel, 


part I may appeal to A teſtimony that 


* 1 dare do myſelf juſtice; ſince he 
* who dare draw. his ſword againſt 
© you, can hardly be ſuppoſed to fear 
any other perſon; but I repeat to 
© you again, that I love Colonel James 
* ſo well, and am ſo greatly obliged to 
* him, that it would be almoſt. indif- 
© ferent to me, whether I directed my 
* ſword againſt his breaſt, or my 
© own." oa 
The colonel's muſcles were conſide- 
rably ſoftened by Booth's laſt ſpeech; 
but he again contraſted them into a 
vaſt degree of fierceneſs, before he 
cried out, Boy, thou haſt reaſon e- 
© nough to be vain; for thou art the 
« firſt pro that ever could proudly 
ſay, he gained an advantage over me 
in combat. - I believe, indeed, thou 
art not afraid of any man breathing; 
and, as I know thou haſt ſome obli- 
tions to my brother, I do not diſ- 
commend thee; for nothing more 
becomes the dignity of a man than 
aN Beides, as I am ſatis- 
d my brother can produce the au- 
thor of the flander—I ſay, I am 
fatisfied of that; d—n me, if any 
man alive dares aſſert the contrary, 
for that would be to make my bro- 
ther himſelf a lyar—1 will make him 
uce his author; and then, my dear 
oy, your doing yourſelf proper juſ- 
tice there, will bring you finely out 
of the whole affair. 
ſurgeon gives me leave to go abro 
which, I hope, will be ima tew days, 
I will bring my brother James to a 
tavern, where you ſhall meet us; and 
I will engage my honour, my whole 
dignity to you, to make you friends.“ 
This aſſurance of the colonel gave 
Booth great pleaſure; for few perſons 
ever loved a friend better than he did 
James: and as for doing military juſ- 
tice on the author of that ſcan os 
report which had incenſed bis friend 
againſt him, not Bath himielf was ever 
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more ready on ſuch an occaſion, than 


Booth, to execute it. He ſoon after © 
took his leave, and returned home in 
high ſpirits to his Amelia, whom he 


found in Mrs. Elliſon's apartment, en- 


in à party at ombre with that 


lady and her — ng couſin. 


His lordſhip ha 


it ſeems, had a ſe. 
cond 


. 


s ſoon as me 


ee MAP ee 


% 


\ 
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— interview with the great man, and 
ving obtained farther hopes (for I 


think there was not yet an abſolute pro- 


uſe) of ſucceſs in Mr. Booth's affairs, 
vſual good-nature brought him im- 


mediately ta acquaint Mr. Booth with 


it. As be did not therefore find him 
E 
z he reſolved to Ray ti 
his . which he —4 aſ⸗ 
ſured would not be long. eſpecially as 


he was ſolucky, he ſaid, to ha ve no parti- 


cular engagement that whole evening. 
We remarked before, that his lord · 
ip, at the firſt interview with Amelia, 
diſtinguiſhed her by a more parti - 
eular a from the other ladies; 
but that now e to be rather o - 
ing to his perfect good: breeding, as ſhe 
was then to be conſidered as miſ- 


treſs of the houſe, than from any other 


preference. His preſent behaviour made 
this ſtill more manifeſt ; far as he was 
now in Mrs. Elliſon's apartment; 
though ſhe 2 ara oe and an old 
acquaintance, | ied his converfa- 
tion-rather more to - than to Amelia. 


Nis eyrs, indeed, were now. and then 


ilty of the contrary diſtintion, but 
us vyas only by ſtealth; for they. con- 
antly — the moment they were 
diſcovered. In ſhort, he treated Ame 
lia with the diſtance; and at the 
ſame time with the moſt profound and 
awful ; his converſation was ſo 
general, ſo lively, and fo obliging, that 

elia, when ſhe added to his agree- 
ableneſs the abligations ſhe. had to him 
for his friendſhip. to Booth, was cer- 
tainly as much pleaſed with his lord- 
ip, as any yirtuous woman can poſ- 


fb — with any man beſides her own 


\ 


CONTAINING: VARIOUS MATTERS, 


W have: already mentioned the 
Vgood- humour in which Booth 
returned home; and. the render will 


ealily believe it was not a little in- 


ereaſed by the good humour in which 
he found his company. My lord re- 
ceived him with the utmoſt marks of 
friendſlip and affection, and tald him 


| that his affairs went on as well almoſt 
as he himſelf could deſire, and that he 


4. — . 
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doubied. net very ſoon to with hins joy 


of a company. 

When Booth had made a proper re- 
turn to all his lordſhip's unparalleled 
goodneſs, he whi Amelia that 
the colonel was entirely out of d 1 
and almoR as well as himſelf, This 
made her ſatis faction compleat, threw 
ber into ſuch ſpirits, and gave ſuck a 
luſtre to her eyes; that her face, as 
Horace ſays, was too dazzling to be 
looked at; it was certainly too hand- 
ſome to be looked at withont the higheſt 

$ p ten 
o'clock, and left the company in rap- 
tures with him; eſpecially the two la- 
dies, of whom it is difficult to ſay 
which exceeded the other in his com- 
mendations.. Mrs, Elliſon ſwort the 


believed he was the beſt of all human 


Kind; and Amelia, without makin 
any exception, declared he was the Auel 
tleman, and moſt ble man, 
. had ever — 2 — — — 
1t was a great pi remaan . 
© That's pam ty cnes Mrs: El- 
liſon; and I have aften lamented it, 
© nay I am aſtoniſhed at it, conſider- 
ing the liking he always ſhews 
© for our ſex, and he may certainly have 
© the choice of all. The real reaſon, 
I believe, is his fondneſs for his ſiſter's 
© children. I declare, Madam, if you 
« was to ſee his behaviour to them, you 
© wauld think they were his on. In- 
© deed he 4s vaſtly fond af all manner 
© of children l.! Good creature, cries 
Amelia; if ever he doth me the ho- 
* nour:of another viſit, I am refolved 
Iwill ſhew him my little things. I 
© think, Mrs. Elliſon, as you ſay my 
lord loves children, I may ſay, with- 
© 6utvayity, he will not ſee many ſuch. 
No, indeed; will he not, anfwered 
Mrs. Elliſon; and now I think on't, 
Madam, I wonder at my own _ 
c dity, in never making the offer be- 
© fore: but ſince you put it into m 
* head, if you will give me lente, I! 
c 2 maſter and miſs to ny 
© lord's: nephew. and niece. are 
6 x pretty-behaved children 8 and 
« litele matter and miſs will be, L dare 


< tance ; Naias if my lord tame? | 


* — 1.9 16 1 — what will 
© happen, for he is molt generous 
of all human beings.” "x « 

TY $i: #3 Wu! -»- Amelia 
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Amelia very readily accepted the fa- 
vour which 1 Elliſon offered her ; 
but Booth expreſſed ſome reluctance. 
Upon my word, my dear, {aid he, 
with a fonile + * this behaviour of ours 
« puts me in mind of the common con- 
duct of beggars ; who, whenever they 
receive a favour, are ſure to ſend other 
objects to the ſame fountain of cha- 
« rity. Don't we, my dear, repay our 


doors. O dear Madam, anſwered 
Amelia, you take Mr. Booth too ſe- 


. when he was only in jeſt; 


| children ſhall wait upon you 
* whenever you pleaſe.” 

Thou b Booth been a little more 

in than Amelia had repreſented 


him, and was not, perhaps, quite ſo 
much in the moug as he was conſi- 
dered by Mrs. Ellifon ; yet, ſeeing 
there were two to one. againſt him, he 
wiſely thought proper to recede, and 


let his ſmile go off with that air of a 


jeſt which his wife had given it. 
Mrs. Elliſen, however, could not let 
it paſs, without paying ſome tompli- 
ments to Amelia's underſtanding, nor 
without ſome obſcure reflections upon 
Booth, with whom ſhe was more of- 
fended than the matter required, She 
was indeed a woman of moſt profuſe 
generoſity, and could not bear a thought 
which ſhe deemed vulgar or ſneaking. 
She afterwards launched forth the moſt 
fuſe encomiums on his lordſhip's li- 
berality, and concluded the evening 
with ſome inſtances which he had given 
o that op ue 4 not oe wa, 
| rhaps, one © moſt uſeful to 
os, with which great and rich men 
2 8 17 
* next morning early, Serjeant 
Atkinſon came to wait of ent 
Booth, and defired to ſpeak. with his 
honour in private; upon which the 


lie pteyant and ſerjeant took a walk to- 
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gether in the Park. Booth | 
every minute when the ſerjeant would 
open his mouth, under which expec- 
tation he continued till he came to the 
end of the Mall, and fo be might have 
continued till he came to the end of the 
world; for though ſeveral words ſtood 
at the end of the ſerjeant's lips, there 
they were likely to remain for ever. 
He was indeed in the condition of a 
miſer, whom a charitable impulſe hath 
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impelled to draw a few pence to the 


edge of his pocket, . where they are al- 
together as lecure as if were in the 
bottom : for, as the one not the 


heart to part with a farthing, ſo neither 
had the other the heart to ſpeak a word. 
Booth at length, wondering that the 
ſerjcant did not ſpeak, aſked him, what. 
his buſineſs was; when the latter, with 
a ſtammering voice, began the follow- 
ing apology: © I hope, Sir, your ho- 
* nour will not be angry, nor take any 
© thing amiſs of 2 do aſſure you, 
it was not of my ſeeking; nay, I. 
dare not proceed in the matter with- 
* out firſt alking you leave. Indeed, if I. 
© had taken any liberties from the good- 
* neſs you have been pleaſed to ſhew 
me, I ſhould look upon myſelf as one 
© of the moſt worthleſs and deſpicable 
© of wretches; but nothing is farther 
from my thoughts. I know the diſ- 
© tance which is between us; and be- 
* cauſe your honour has been fo kind 
© and good as to treat me with more 
* familiarity than any other officer ever 
did, if I had been baſe enough to 


© take any freedoms, or to encroach 


© upon your honour's neſs, I 
a ſhould eſerve to . be the mach 
© the regiment. I hope therefore, Sir, 
* you will not ſuſpect me of any ſuch 
attempt. : 

What can all this mean, Atkin- 
* ſon?* cries Booth; * what mighty 
© matter would you introduce with 
this previous apology ?' 


I am almoſt aſhamed and afraid to 


© mention it, anſwered the ſerjeant 
© and yet I am ſure your honour will 
© believe what I have ſaid, and not 


think any thing owing to my own” + 
« preſumption ; and at the ſame time, 


T have no reaſon to think you woulT-... 


do any thing to ſpoil my fortune in 


© an honeſt way, when it is d into 
© my lap without my own ſeeking, 


© For may I periſh, it it is not all 
© lady's own goodneſs!” and I hope in 
22 . Heaven, 


$ 


: 


1 


to whoſe compan 
bim, and defied 
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mall live to make her amends for. it.“ 
In 4 Word, that we may not detain the 
reader's curiolity quite ſo long as he 
did Booth's, he acquainted that gen- 
tleman' that he had had an offer of mar- 
riage froth a lady of his acquaintance, 
ry had . 
is permiſſion to ae- 

t of it. 7 | 
Booth muſt have been very dull in- 
deed, if after what the ſerjeant had ſaid, 
and after what he had heard Mrs. El- 
lifoy fly, he had wanted any other in- 
formation. concerning the fady. He 
anſwered him briſkly and chearfully, 
that he had his free conſent to marry 
any woman whatever: And the greater 


* and richer the is, added he, the 


more I ſhall be pleaſed with the 

match. I don't enquire who the lady 

„is, ſaid he, fmiling, but I hope 

che will make as good a wife, as I 

51 convinced her huſband will de- 
85 J | 


. © Your honour hath been always too 
8 to me, cries Atkinſon; but 


* this I promiſe you, I will do all in my 


« power to merit the kindneſs ſhe 1 


_ ©'pleaſed to ſhew me. I will be bol 


„to ſay ſhe will n an honeſt man, 


© though he is but a poor one; and ſhe 
© ſhall never want any thing which I 
©, can give her, or do for her, while my 


name is Joſeph Atkinſon,” - 
And ſo her name is a ſecret, Joe; 
is it) cries Booth 


« Why, Sir, anſwered the ferjeant, 


{ I hope your honour will not inſiſt 


upon knowing that, as I think, it 
7 would bt Aikonohrable in me to 
1 mention it. 1 . 


© Not af all,” replied Booth; I am 
« the fartheſt in the world from any 
« ſuch deſire. I know thee better than 
< to imagine thou wouldſt diſcloſe the 
© name of a fair 1 Booth then 

ook Atkinſon heartily by the hand, 
and aſſured him earneſtly of the joy he 
had in his. good fortune; for which the 
good {erjeant failed not of making all 
proper acknowledgments ; after which 
* parted, and Booth returned home. 
As 


Mrs. Elliſon opened the door 
Booth haſtily. ruſhed, 15 for he 
e utmoſt difficulty to prevent laugh- 


ng in hex face, He ran directly up 
Hirt, and throwin yo into a 
chair, diſcharged fuck a fe of laughter 


, 
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even, with your lionout's leave, 1 


* 
* 


as greatly ſurprised, and at firſt almoſt 
1 
elia, it will poſed; pre- 
ſently enquired into the cauſe of oy 
phenomenon z with which Booth, as 
ſoon as he was able, (for that was not 
within a few minutes). acquainted her. 
The news did not affect her in the ſame 
manner it had affected her huſband; on 
the contrary, ſhe eried I proteſt 1 
cannot gutfs what makes you ſre it 
in ſo ridiculons a light. I really 
think Mrs. Elliſon hath choſen by 
© well. I am convinced Joe will 


ber one of the beſt of huſbands; 41 


in my opinion, that is the grea 
ee woman can be poſſeſſed ' 
«of "0s . 
However, when Mrs. Elliſon came 
into the room a Iittle while afterwards 
to fetch the children, Amelia became 
of a more riſible diſpoſition ; eſpecially 
when the former, turning to Booth, 
who was then preſent ſaid, © $0, cap- 
« tain, my jantec ſerjeant was very 
© early here this morning. I ſeolded 
my maid heartilyfor letting him wait 
ſo long in the entry, like à lacquey, 
* when ſhe might have ſhewn him into 
my inner apartment.” At which 
words, Booth burſt out into a very loud 
laugh; and Amelia herfelf could no 
more prevent laughing chan ſhe could 
* 'Heyday !* cries Mrs. Ellifn;” 
hat have 1 ſaid, to cauſe all this 
0 e 1 gg A 
and looked ve ; us is always the 
caſe wi perſon Who 2 tem- 
ſelves to be the objects of laughter, 
what it is 


without abſolutely taking 
which makes them ridiculous. 

Booth ſtill continued laughing; but 
Amelia, compoſing her muſcles, faid, 
« I aſk your pardon, dear Mrs. Elliſon, 
but Mr, Booth hath been in u ſtrange 
« giggling humour all this morning; 
© and I really think it is infectious. 
«Taſk your 3 too, Madam, 
cries Booth, but one is ſometimes 
* unaccountably footifh;* 

+ Nay, but ſeriouſly, ſaid ſhe, © what 
is the matter? Something I faid about 
the ſerjeant, I believe; but you may 
laugh as much as you pleaſe; I am 
© not aſhamed of ** think him 
« one of the prettieſt fellows I ever fuw 
in my life; and, I on, I feolded my 


my 
r 


o 


= — — c 
r — 3 —_ "I _ 
* « * . - i ”s * Li * 


e r r 
— 2 A , +* . * » bs A . 


PI 4 


„ ates Ho Go on 


entry; and obere is the mighty ridi- 
s cdlous matter, rrp 
Mone at 2 Booth, 


— — add he will be 
' ©-uiſhered into you inner apartment. 

i: Why-ſhould he not, Sir?” _ 
ſhe g for wherever he is uſhered, 
convinced he will behave Af ns as 
n gentleman ſhould. 

Here Amelia put an end to ahe di. 
courſe, gr it might have proceeded to 
very great lengths: for 

à waggith inclination; and Mrs. Elli- 
fon _ not a lady of the mage EN - 


a. CHAP. vii. 


uz HEROICK BEHAVIOUR OF CO- 
LONEL BATH. 


PRooru went this n_ to 7 | 


| a ſecond viſit to the colonel, where 
he found Colonel James. Both the 
colonel. and the lieutenant ap a 


little Hocking at their firſt meeting, but 

matters were ſoon cleared up; for the 
| former 
hook him — bythe Aend, and 


preſently advanced to the latter, 


— Mr. Booth, I am aſhamed to ſee 
; for I have injured you, and I 

* heartily-aſk your pardon. | I am now 
perfectly convinced, that what I hint- 
© ed/fo my brother, and which I find 
had like to have produced fuch fatal 


* canfſequences, was entirely 'ground- 
. 5. leſs; If you will be contented with 


© my aſking your pardon, and ſpare me 

che di able — ar 

led me into my error, 1 ſhall efteem 

it as the higheſt obligation.” 

Booth anſwered: As to what re- 
* -gards yourſelf, my dear colonel, I 


© ami abundantlydatisfied;-butas I am 
0 ont inced fome raſcal hath been my 


i; with you in the cruellefb man- 
2 ner, ee e 
de kick; through 
* world. 4 —— 
of man, cries 
y ſpeaks with 
Irit, and his — 18 — 
alomel James heſitated à moment, 
and then 9 red Bouth that he would 
2 all — irnaginable 
Somcering the whole aftzar, when they 
were alone together; 3 
"Booth addrefling — —— <-* 


ee turned e her 


. — 


h was of 


for the ſpace 


AM E L:I'A, | 121 
matters, during the ee; oi the 


. which was but ſhort, and then 
went a together, leaving Co- 
lonel Bath — as it was poſſible to 
expect, more to the fatis faction of Booth 
than of Colonel James, who would not 
have been diſpleaſed if his wound had 
been more dangerous: for he was grown 
ſomewhat weary of a -difpofition that 
he rather called captious than heroick, 
and which, as he 1 day more and 
more bated his wife, 

might ſome time or other give — — 
trouble; for Bath was the molt affec - 
tionate of brothers, and had often fe 
in the preſence of James, that he would 
eat any man alive who ſhould uſe ins 
ſiſter ill. 

Colonel Bath was well ſatisfied that 


his brother and the licutenant were 


gone out with a defign of tiltipg ;' fran 
which he offered not a ſyllable to diſ- 
ſuade them, as he was convinced it was 
right, and that Booth could not in ho- 
nour take, nor the colonel give, any 
leſs fatisfation; When they had been 
ne, therefore, about an hour, 
rang his bell, to enquire if thay 
was any news of his brother; a queſtion 
which he repeated every ten minutes, 
2 of two hours; Wee hav- 
ing heard Enoch of him, he began to 
conclude that both were killed on the 
P Whilit he was in this ſtate of anxĩety 
his ſiſter came to ſee him; for, not- 
withſtanding his deſire of keeping it a 
ſecret, the duel had blazed all over the 
town. After receiving ſome kind con- 
gratulations on his ſafety, and forhe 
unkind hints concerning the wannth 
of his temper, the colonel afked her 
when. the had feen her huſband. She 
anſwered, not that morning. He then 
communicated to her his ſuſpicions ; 
told her be was convinced bis kother 
had drawn his fword that day; and that 
as neither of them had —— any thing 
from him, he began to apprehend the 
worſt that could h 
Neither Miſs Bel amy, nor Mrs. Cid - 
ber, were ever in a greater conſternation 


on the than now appcured in the 
—— Jonas: © Good 


* heavens! brother,” crie#the, © what 
« doyoutellme! You havefrightened 


3 death. Let your man 


5 mea glaſi of water nnmedintely 15 
— — th- | 
your ſace. 18 e how 


* 
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+. was:this quarrel ?' Why did you not 
prevent it, if you knew of it? Is it 
not enough to be every day tormenting 
me with hazarding your own life, but 
muſt you bring the life of one who 
© you know muſt be, and ought to be, 
ſo much the deareſt of all to me, in- 
to danger? Take your fword, bro- 
ther, take your ſword, and plunge it 
into my boſom ; it would be kinder 
© of you, than to fill it with ſuch dreads 
4 terrors !* Here ſhe ſwallowed the 
$ of water; and then threw: herſelf 
K in her chair, as if the had intend- 
ed to faint away. £39 i | 
Perhaps, if ſhe had ſo, the colonel 
would have lent her no aſſiſtance: for 
ſhe had hurt him more than by ten 
thouſand ſtabs. He ſat erect in his 
chair, with his eyebrows knit, his 

. © forchead wrinkled, his eyes flaſhin 
with fire, his teeth grating againſt — 
other, and breathing horror all around 
him. In this poſture he ſat for ſome 
time ſilent, cafting diſdainful looks at 
his ſiſter, At laſt his voice found it's 
way through a paſſion which had al- 
- moſt choaked him, and he cried out: 


- 


. * — 
—— mp 07 — er nn ren 
. 


the opinion you expreſs of me? 
Which of my 2 made you 
conclude that I am a raſcal and a 
edward? Look at that poor ſword, 
* which, never woman yet ſaw but in 
it's ſheathz what hath that done to 
merit your defire that it ſhould be 
contaminated with the blood of a 
„ woman?” q 
_ _ © Alas} brother,” cried ſhe, I know 
not what you ſay; you are defirous, 
I believe, to terrify me out of the 
- © little ſenſes I have left. What can 
I have ſaid in the agonies of grief, 
« into. which you threw me; to deſerve 
2 r PN | . 
What have you ſaid l' anſwered 
the colonel z you have ſaid that which 
« if, a man had ſpoken, nay, d--n me, 
if he had but hinted that he durſt 
© even think, I would have made him 
eat my ſword : by all the dignity of 
© a many I would have crumbled his 
. © foul into powder. But I: confider 
that the words were ſpoken by a wo- 
man, and I am calm again. Con- 
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ſpirit. I bave only mentioned to 
you my ſurmiſe. It may not have 
* —— as I ſuſpect ; but let what 


- < Siſter, what have I done to deſerve. 


* ſider, my dear, that you are my ſiſ- 
tex, and behave yourſelf with more 


L IA. 


© the comfort that your huſband hath 
© behaved himſelf with becoming dig 
< nity, and lies in the bed of honour. 
Talk not to me of ſuch comfort, 
eplied the lady; * it is a loſs I cannot 
© ſurvive. But why do I fit here la- 
* menting myſelf ? I will go this in- 
© ſtant and know the-worſt of my fate, 
if my trembling limbs will 
me to my coach. Good morrow, 
© dear brother ! whatever becomes 
© me, I am glad to find you out 
danger. The colonel paid her his 


proper compliments, and ſhe then left 


the room; but returned inſtantly back, 
ſaying, © Brother, I muſt beg the fa- 
« your of you to let your footman 

© to my mantua-maker; I am! ſure it 
is a miracle, in my preſent diftraft- 
© ed condition, how it came into m 
© head. The footman was preſently 
ſummoned, and Mrs. James delivered 


him his meſſage, which was to coun- 


termand the orders which ſhe had given 


that very morning, to make her up a 


new fuit of brocade. * Heaven knows, 
ſays ſhe, now, when I can wear bro- 
 cade, or whether ever I ſhall wear 
it!“ And now having repeated her 
meſſage with great exactneſs, leſt there 
ſhould be any miſtake, ſhe again la- 
mented her wretched ſituation, and 
2 d 
expectation of hearing (| news 
of the fatal iſſue of the . . 
But though the reader ſhould enter- 
tain the ſame curioſity, we mult be ex- 
cuſed from ſatisfying it, til} we have 
firſt 'accounted for. an incident which 
we have related in this very chapter, 
and which we think deſerves ſome ſo- 
lution. The critick, I am convinced, 
already is apprized,, that I mean the 
friendly behaviour of James to Booth, 
which, from what we had before re- 
corded, ſeemed ſo little to be expected. 
It muſt be remembered; that the an- 
ger which the former of theſe gentle 
men had conceived againſt the latter, 
aroſe entirely from the falſe account 
given by Miſs Matthews of Booth, 
whom that lady had accuſed to Colo- 
lonel James of having as baſely as 
wickedly traduced his character. 
Now, of all the miniſters of ven- 
ce, there are none with whom the 


devil deals fo treacherouſty, as with 


thoſe whom he employs in en 
| . mniſkrelep 


eparted; leaving the colonel in 


c „„ ²˙ 


A 6e . ers . ex- 
ecuted on an offending hk, than it 
is ſure to be 


on the head of his — 
Miſt Matthews, therefore, no ſoon- 
er heard that Booth was killed, (for 
ſo was the repo 1 and by a co- 
lonel of the army) than ſhe immedi- 
ately concluded K to be james. She 
was extremely ſhocked with the news, 
and her heart inſtantly to relent. 
All the reaſons on which ſhe had 
founded her love, recurred in the 
and livelieſt colours to her 
mind, and all the cauſes of her hatred 
funk down and di or if the 
leaſt remembrance of any thing which 
had diſobliged her remained, her heart 
became his zealous advocate, and ſoon 
ſatisfied her that her own fates were 
 more"to be blamed than he, and that 
without being a villain, he could have 
. ated no otherwiſe than he had done. 
In this temper of mind, the looked 
on herſelf as the the murderer 'of an inno- 
cent man; and, what to her was 
much worſe, of the man ſlie had loved, 
and ſtill did love, with all the violence 
| e. She looked on James as 
the tool with which ſhe had done this 
murder; and as it is uſual for people 
Who have raſhly or inadvertently made 
any animate or inanimate thing the in- 
ſtrument of miſchief, to hate the inno- 
cent means by which the miſchief was 
effected; (for this is a ſubtle method 
which the mind invents to excuſe our- 
n ar ww rp on whom we 
would willingly wreak our vengeance ;) 
fo Miſs 12 now hated and 
curſed James as the efficient cauſe of 
that act which ſhe herſelf had con- 
trived, and laboured to carry into ex- 
ecution. 
She ſat down therefore in a furious 
.agitation, little ſhort of madneſs, and 
. wrote the 22 letter : 
:& will find in the 
E 5 * hands — mics gr mur- 
der of one of the beſt friends chat 
© ever man was bleſſed with. In one 
© ſenſe; indeed, he may ſeem to have 
« deſerved his fate, by chuſing a fool 
C = his friend; for who but a fool 


ted; and all the an- 


(224 pres before — * the be- 
| double fury /* 
your commendation, guilty of as 


could ſcarce be eboughe in earneſt 

< when I mentioned it. 
Know, then, - cruel W . 
th ant Booth loved you of all men 
reathing; and was, I believe, in 


much falſhood, as I was in hat 
told you concerning him. 
* Tf this knowledge makes you mi- 


'4 ſerable, it is no more than you have 


made the yy 
c Re MaTTwzWs. 


CHAP, IX. 


BEING THE LAST CHAPTER. oF 
THE FIFTH BOOK. 


E ſhall now return to Colonel 

James and Mr. Booth, who 
walked together from Colonel Bath's 
lodging with much more peaceable 1n- 
tention than that gentleman had con- 
jectured, who dreamt of nothing but 
ſwords, and guns, and implements * 
war. 

The Birdcage Walk, in che Park, 
was the ſcene appointed by James for 
unburdening his mind. ither they 
came, and there james acquainted 
Booth with all that which the-reader 
knows already, and gave him the let- 
ter which we have inſerted at the end 
of the laſt chapter. 

Booth expreſſed great aſtoniſhment at 
this relation, not without venting ſome 
deteſtation of the wickedneſs of Miſs 
Matthews; upon which James took 
him up, faying, he ought not to ſpeak 
with ſuch abhorrence of faults which 
love for him had occaſioned. 

Can you mention love, my dear 
* colonel,” cried Booth, and: fuch a 
woman, in the ſame breath? —_ 

© Yes, faith, can I!' ſays James; 
e for the devil take me, if I know amore 
« : woman in the world.“ Here 

3 to deſeribe her whole per- 
ſon; but as we cannot inſert all the 
deſcription, ſo we: ſhall omit it all: 
and concluded with ſaying, * Curſe 
me, if I don't think her the fineſt 
© creature in the univerſe. I would 

2 half my eſtate, Booth, the 

© loved-me as Gel as ſhe doth” you; 

h, on ſecond conlideration, 1 
6 „ delete 1 ſhould re nt 8 bargs 
. gry poſbly, 7 ould 
een 
You 


| 
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time. H I was fo ce 


4> 


ou will: me, dear colo- 
* nel,” a — 6 — nn 
-4itherk appears ſomewha: 4 

far in your way of r 


qualities of admiration, ones 
L efteem; but the devil täke me, if 
« I think any thing but love to bo the 
© obje&t of love. . 
© there not ſomething too ſelfiſh,” 
plied James, * in that opinion? But 
without conſidering i it in that light, 
8 ny. it not of all things the moſt inſi- 
id? All oil, all ſugar; zounds 


i. "| is enough to cloy the Harp-ſet ap- 


petite of a parſon. Acids, ſurely, 

- Ars moſt like): to quicken,” T 
5 do not love reaſoning in alle- 
© gories,” cries Booth; © but with re- 
* guard to love, 1 declare 1 never found 
* 2 thing cloying in it. T have lived 
© almoſt with my wife near ihree 
together, was never tired with 

company, nor ever wiſhed for 

photons Aud! am fore, I — 
any of the acid you mention to quick - 


* 5 7 appetite.” 


is all very extraordinary and 


4 alto r to me, anſwered the co- 


lone. If L was to be ſhut up three 


4 with the ſame woman, Which 


ven forbid | nothing, I think, 
* 3 me alive, but a temper as 
© violent as that of Miſs Matthews. 
© As to love, it would make me ſick 
to death in the twentieth of that 
emned, let 
me ſee, what would I wiſh the wo- 
man to be? I think no one virtue 
ill be ſufficient. With the — 
1 of a tigreſs, I would have her 
« prude, a ſcold, a ſcholar, a vritick, 
© a wit; a-politician, and a Jacobite ; 
and then, perhaps, eternal oppoſition 


. 2 keep * our ſpirits, and wiſh- 


g one another 4% at the devil, 


06s ſhould —ů falſe" to drag on a 


< -damnable ſtate of life, without much 
-< ſpleen or vapour. 
And fo. you do not intend,” 


. Booth, 4 break with this woman wy 


- 1:4 Not more than I have already, if - 


I Qcan help it,” anſwered the colonel. 


And poke en b gh oa 
aid Boot 

.. 6 Yes; faith! vill I, if Tic? 1. 
kfraered-the colonel. Teer ede 
no objection?? 

5+ 14%Nons, my dear friend," Kid Booth, 
C * on your account? —— 


1 ” - 
L 
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14. behere you," Mid- dhe cotctiet; 


'© and yet, let me — vou, vou ure a 


2 — 2. 


is indeed the objett of likang, great 


ho hath, 
© haps, on the only man in England, 
gk poet my who would not return 

it. But tor 1 iſe you 
1 like her 22 — 
and whalſt that is the cafe, my bay, 
© if her raind was as full of iniquity as 


© Pandora's box was of 5 ld 


© hug her cloſe in ny arms, and d 
© take as much care as poiſible to * 
© the — — 
© But comie, dear Booth, ſaid: he) (det 
us conſider your. affairs, for 1 am 
aſhamed of having them ſo 
« long; and che anger I have 
« againſt, this wench wes hw I 
the occaſion of it. 
Booth then 
with the promiſes he 


the noble lord: | 
ſhook him, by Re and 1 
3 — RAY crying, I do aſſure 
vou, if you have his intereſt, you will 
need no other; I did not know _ 
as acquainted with him. 
To which Mr. Booth — 
he was buta new acquaintancezand that 
he was: recommended to kim by a | 
Nee * 3——— 
I don'tiafk her name. You a 
happy man, Both, the wo- 
men; and I aſſure you, you could 
have no ſtronger recommendation. 
c The peor loves the ladies, J believe, 
as well as ever Mark Antony did; 
and it is not his fault, if he bam 
16 not ſpent as much upon them. If he 
once fixes his eye upon a woman, he 
will tick at nathing to get her.? 
25 Ay, indeed cries Booth s wis 

e that his character? 

Ay, faith f eee, 
andi the charut᷑ter of moit men beſides 
him. Fe of them, I mean, wall 


6 299 way thing beſide their money. 
bourſe, 1s:fometimes 
0 fer — love, as well as friend- 


hip. And, indeed, L never knew 
an; other man part with his money 


fo very fret ly on the ſe oe νj˖qum. Tou 


6 ſee, dear Booth, che confidence — 


* *. — 


pe; indeed, you. date es 
— '$ — don t ee hat inſtance 
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„Have not I ſhewn you, anſwered 
Janes, < where you may earry your 
* goods to market? I can aſlure you, 
« my friend, that is a ſecret I would 
not impart to every man in your ſitu- 


5 ation, and all circumſtances conſi- 
_ « dered.” . 


© I am very ſorry, Sir,” cries Booth 
very gravely,- and. turning as pale 
as death, * you ſhould entertain a 
thought of this kind— a thought, 
« which hath almoſt frozen up my 
© blood! I am unwilling to believe 
«© there are ſuch villains in the world; 
© but there is none of them whom I 
© ſhould deteſt half ſo much as myſelf, 
© if my own mind had ever ſuggeſted 
to me a hint of that kind. I have 
« taſted of ſome diſtreſſes of life, and 
5 I know not to what greater I may be 
driven; but my honour, I thank 
+ Heaven, is in my own power; and I 
can boldly fay to fortune, ſhe ſhall 
not rob me of it.. | 

5 Have'I not expreſſed that confi- 
c derice, my dear Booth anſwered the 
colonel. * And what you ſay now well 


« juſtifies my opinion; for I do agree 
«. with you, that, conſidering all things, 
it would be the higheR initancy of dif. 
5 honour,” 8; | 


* 


— 


* 


a nete wy e t 
at, to itute my wife ! Can 
* think there is ſuch a wretch | 
6. M 4. | | wa 
© I don't know that, ſaid the co- 
lonel; but I am ſure, it was very far 
from my intention to inſinuate the 
* leaſt hint of any ſuch matter to you, 
Nor can I imagine how you your- 
* ſelf could conceive ſuch a thought. 
The goods I meant, were no other 
© than the charming perſon of Miſs 
Matthews; for whom, I am con- 
* vinced, my lord would bid a ſwinge- 
ing price againſt me. 

Booth's countenance greatly cleared 
up at this declaration; and he anſwered 
with a [mile, that he hoped he need not 
2 colonel any aflurances on that 

However, gh he was ſatiſ- 
fied with to the colonels ſuſpi- 
ciotis, yet ſome chimeras now arole in 
his brain, which you no 7 
agreeable ſenſations. What t eſe were, 
the ſagacious reader may probably ſu- 
ſpeft ; but if he ſhould not, we may, 
perhaps, have occafion to open them in 
the ſequel. Here we will put an e 
to this dialogue, and to jhe fich bool 
of this hiſtory. | 


END OF THE F3F TH BOOK- 
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wn CHAP, I 


PANEGYRICKS ON BEAUTY, wirn 
* ee ede GRAVE. MATTERS. 


HE colonel and Booth 
walked together to the 
latter's lodging; for as it 
was not that day in the 
verk in which all parts of 


3% town are indifferent, Booth could 


not wait on the colonel. 

When they arrived in Spring Gar- 
den, Booth, to his great ſurprize, found 
noone at home but the'maid. In truth, 
Amelia bad accompanied Mrs. Elliſon 
and her children to his lordſhip's; for 
as her little girl ſhewed a great unwil- 
lingneſs to go without her, the fond 
mother was eably .perfuaded to make 


one of the company. 


Booth had fcarce uſhered the colonel 


to his ent, hen a ſervant - 


Mrs. James knocked haſtily at 
the door. The lady, not meeting with 
her huſband at her return home, began 
to deſpair of him, and performed every 


_ thing which was decent on the occaſion, 


An apothecary was preſently called 
with — and ſal - volatile, a doc- 
tor was ſent for, and meſſengers were 
= ched every way; amongſt the 
one was ſent to enquire at the 

— * ngs of his ſuppoſed antagoniſt, 
ſervant, hearing that his maſter 


was alive and well above ſtairs, ran up 


eager'y to acquaint him with the dread- 
ful fituation in which he left his miſe- 
rable lady at home, and likewiſe with 


the decafion of all her diſtreſs j ſaying, 


7 


—— 8 1 11 % 
that his lady had been at her brother's, 
and had there heard that his honour 
was killed in.a duel by Captain Booth. 

The (colonel ſmiled at this account, 
and bid the ſervant make-haſte back to 
contradict it. And then, turning to 
Booth, he ſaid; Was 8 uch 
another fellow as this brother of 
6 mine? I thought indeed, his beha- 
C c your was ſomewhat odd at the time. 

LS he overheard me whiſper 
would give you ſatisfaction, 
0 — _— — — went to- 
er with a d of tiltin — 
5 1 I — to * 

© ſick of him, and wiſh I bar get 

« well rid of him without cutting 
© throat; which I ſometimes appre- 
hend he will inſiſt on my doing, as a 
return for m w getting him made a 

0 


© lieutenant-colonel.” 
Whilſt theſe two tlemen were 
commenting on the character of the 


third, Amelia and her compan 
turned, and all preſently came up fates; 
not only the children, but the 4 
ladies, laden with trinkets, as if they 
had been come from a fair. Amelia, 
who had been highly delighted all the 
morning with fu" ve pleaſure 
which her children enjoyed; when ſhe 
faw Colonel James with her huſband, 
and perceived the moſt manifeſt marks 
of that reconciliation which ſhe knew 
had been ſo long and fo earneſtly 
withed by Booth, became ſo tranſport- 
ed with joy, that her happineſs was 
ſcarce capable of addition. Exerciſe 
— 22 her — 8 
higheſt humour had [a 
& ſweetencd 
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fweeteried every feature, and a vaſt 
flow of ſpirits had fo lightened up her 
bright eyes, that ſhe was all a blaze of 


| beauty. She ſeemed, indeed, as Mil- 


ton ſublimely deſcribes Eve, 
— rn 'd 


With what all earth or heaven could beſtow 
To make her amiable, 


Again, ; 
Grace was in all her ſteps, heaven in her eye, 
In ev'ry geſture, dignity and love. 


Or, as Waller ſweetly, though leſs 
ſublimely, ſings : 


Sweetneſs, truth, and every grace, 
Which time and uſe are wont to teach, 


The eye may in a moment reach, 


And read diſtinctly in her face. 


Or to mention one poet more, and 
him of all the ſweeteſt : ſhe ſeemed to 
be the very perſon of whom Suckling 
wrote the following lines, where, ſpeak - 
ing of Cupid, he ſays, 


f 
All his lovely looks, his pleafing fires, 


All his ſweet motions, all his taking 


_ friiles, 
All that awakes, all that inflames defires, 
All that ſweetly commands, all that be- 
guiles, | 
He does into one pair of eyes convey, 
And 85 begs leave that he himſelf may 
27. 


Such was Amelia at this time when ſhe 
entered the room; and having paid her 
reſpects to the colonel, ſhe went up to 
her huſband, and cried, O my dear 
never were any creatures ſo happy as 
« your little things have been this whole 
6 1 as þ and all owing to my lord's 
. = $; ſure, never was any thing 
C -natured, and fo generous ! 
She then made the children produce 
their preſents, the value of which 
amounted to a pretty large ſum ; for 
there was a 8 watch amongſt the 
trinkets. that coſt above twenty guineas. 

Inſtead of diſcovering ſo much ſatis- 
faction on this occaſion as Amelia ex- 
pected, Booth very gravely anſwered : 
* And pray, my dear, how are we to 
9 repay all theſe obligations to his 
* lordſhip ? “ How can you aſk fo 
* ſtrange 2 queſtion ?* cries Mrs. El- 
lifop 3 * how little do you know of the 


* ſoul of generoſity, (for ſure my couſin 
© deſerves 2 you call 
© 2 few little trinkets given to children . 
an obligation !“ Indeed, my dear, 
cries Amelia, I would have ſtopped 

© his hand, if it had been poſſible ; nay, 

© I was forced at laſt ablolutely to re- 

© fuſe,” or I believe he would have laid 

© a hundred pounds out on the chil- 

* dren; for I never ſaw any one fo 

* fond of children, which convinces 
me he is one of the beſt of men. But 

© I aſk you pardon, colonel, ſaid ſhe, 
turning to him; © I ſhould not entertain 

« you with theſe ſubjects; yet I know 

« you have 3 enough to excuſe 
the folly of a mother. | 

The colonel made very low aſſent- 
ing bow; and ſoon after, they all fate 
down to a ſmall repaſt ; for the colonel 
had promiſed Booth to dine with hint 
when they firſt came home together; 
and what he had fince heard from his 
own houſe, gave him ſtill leſs inclina- 
tion than ever to repair thither. + 

But beſides both theſe, there was 2 
third and ſtrouger inducement to him 
to paſs the day with his friend ; and 
this was the defire of paſſing it with his 
friend's wife. When the colonel had 
firſt ſeen Amelia in France, ſhe was but 
juſt recovered from a confumptive ha- 
bit, and looked pale and thin; beſides, 
his engagements with Miſs Bath at 
that time took total poſſeſſion of him, 
and guarded his heart from the impreſ- 
ſions of another woman; and when he 
had dined with her in town, the vexa- 
tions through which ſhe had lately paſ- 
ſed, had ſomewhat deadened her beay- 
ty ; beſides, he was then engaged, as 
we have ſeen, in a very warm purſuit 
of a new miſtreſs : but now he had 
no ſuch impediment; for though the 
reader hath juſt before ſeen his warm 
declarations of a paſſion for Miſs Mat- 
thews, yet it may be remembered that 
he had been in poſſeſſion of her for 
above a fortnight ; and one of the happy 
properties of this kind of 3 
that it can with equal violence love 
half a dozen, or half a ſcore, different 
objects, at one and the ſame time. 

But, indeed, ſuch were the charms 
now diſplayed by Amelia, of which we 
endeavoured above to draw fome-faint 
reſemblance, that perhaps no other 
beauty could have ſecured him from 
their influence; arid here, to confeis a 
truth in his ä the 2 hk 


* 


e itical part of man 
kind may cenfure it, I am firmly per- 
funded, that to withdraw admiration 
from exquiſite beauty, or to feel bay * 
ight in gazing at it, is as impo 

—— n warmth from the moſt 
ſcorching rays of the fun. To run 
away, is all that is in our r and 
yet in the former caſe, if it mutt be 
allowed we have the power of running 
away, it muſt be allowed alſo, that it 
requires the ſtrongeſt reſolution to exc- 


cute it; for when, as Dryden ſays, 


All paradiſe is opened in a face, 


how natural is the defire of going thi- 
ther! and how difficult to quit the love- 


! 

8 however difficult this may 
de, my young readers, it is abſolutely 
| , — that immediately too: 
flatter not yourſelves that ſire will not 
ſcorch as well as warm; and the longer 
we ſtay within it's reach, the more we 
ſhall burn. The admiration of a beau- 
tiful woman, though the wife of our 
deareſt friend, may at firſt perhaps be in- 
nocent ; but let us not flatter ourſelves 
it will always remain ſo : deſire is ſure 
to ſucceed ; and wiſhes, hopes, deſigns, 
with a long train of miſchiefs, ticad 
cloſe at our hceeis, In affairs of this 
kind, we way moſt properly apply the 
well-known remark of em reperte 
uit turpiſimus. It fares indeed with 
us on this occaſion, as with the un- 

traveller in ſome s of Arabia 
the Defart, whom the — — ſands 
imperceptibly betray till he is over- 
whelmed and loſt. In both caſes, the 


only — — by withdrawing our fert. 


the very firſt moment we perceive them 
Hiding. : 

This —_ may ap imper- 
tinent to ſome readers; — — 
however, avoid the opportunity of of- 
fering the above hints; ſince of all 

s theſe is none againſt which we 

ſo ſtrongly fortify onrſelves as 

this, which is generally called love: 
for no other lays before us, eſpecjall 
in the tumultuous days of youth, ſuc 

ſweet, ſuch ſtrong, and 2lmoſt irrehitti- 


ble temptations ; none hath produced 


in private life tuch fatal and lamentable 
tragedies; and, what is worlt of all, 
there is none to whoſe polen and inſa- 


tuation the beſt of minds are l liable. 


1 
2 
* — 


ta8 AM R l. 1 A. ' 
or rather the 


but when it reigns in eruel and 

boſoms; and avarice ſeldom flouriſhes 
at all but in the baſeſt and pooreſt ſoil. 
Love, on the contrary; ſprouts uſually 
up in the richeſt and nobleſt minds; but 
there, unleſs nicely watched, pruned, 
and cultivated, and carefully kept clear 
of thoſe vicious weeds which are. too 
apt to ſurround it, it branches forth 
into wildneſs and diſorder, produces 
nothing deſirable, but choaks up and 


Ambition ſcarce ever produces ry fk 
avage 


kills whatever is good and noble in the 


mind where it ſo abounds. In ſhort, 
to drop the allegory, not only tender- 
nels and good-nature, but bravery, 
generoſity, and every virtue, are 
made the inſtruments of effecting the 
moſt atrocious purpoſes of rhis all-ſub- 
duing tyrant. 


CHAP... 1k 
WHICH WILL NOT APPEAR, WE 


PRESUME, UNNATURAL TO ALL 
MARRIED READERS. : 


JF, the table of poor Booth afforded 


but an indifferent repaſt to the colo- 
nel's hunger, here was moſt excellent 
entertainment of a much higher kind. 


. The colonel began now to wonder with- 


in himſelf at his not having before diſ- 
covered ſuch incomparable beauty and 
excellence. This wonder was indeed 
ſo natural, that left it ſhould ariſe like- 
wiſe in the reader, we * proper 
to give the ſolution of it in the preced- 
ing chapter. 


During the firſt two hours, the colo- 


nel ſcarce ever had his eyes off from 
Amelia; for he was taken by ſurprize, 
and his heart was gone * he ſu- 
ſpected himſelf to be in any danger. 
His mind, however, no fooner ſug- 
geſted a certain ſecret to him, than it 
luggeſted ſome degree of prudence to 
him at the ſame time; and the know- 
ledge that he had thoughts to conceal, 
and the care of concealing them, had 
birth at one and the ſame inſtant. Du- 
ring the reſidue of the day, therefore, 

ew more circumſpe&, and con- 
tented himſelf with now and then ſteal - 
ing a look by chance, eſpecially as the 
more than ordinary gravity of Booth 
made him fear that his former behavi- 
our had betrayed to Booth's obſerva- 


pot "IR tt . 
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an end to his pre 


AME LI A. 


on the great and ſudden liking he 
had concelved Yor his wife, even be- 
fote he had obſerved it himſelf. 

Amelia continued the whole day in 
the higheſt ſpirits and higheſt good-hu- 
mour imaginable ; never once remark- 
_ appearance of diſcontent itt her 
huſband, of which the colonel had 
taken notice; ſo much more quick- 
ſighted, as we have ſomewhere elſe 
kinted; is guilt than innocence! Whe- 
ther Booth had in reality made any 
ſuch ' obſervations on the colonel's be- 
haviour as be had ſuſpected, we will 


not undertake to determine; yet fo far 


may be material to ſay, as we can with 
fullicient certainty, that the change in 
Booth's behaviour that day, from what 
was uſual with him, was remarkable 
enough. None of his former vivacity 
appeared in his converſation z and his 
countenance was altered from being 


the picture of ſweetneſs and good-hu- 


mour, not indeed to fournels or mo- 
roſeneſs, but to gravity and melan- 


choly, 
. Though the colonel's ſuſpicion had 


the effect which we have mentioned on 
his behaviour, yet it could not perſuade 
him to depart. In ſhort, hg fate in his 
chair as if confined to it by enchant- 
ment, ſtealing looks now and then, and 
humouring his growing paſſion, with- 
out having command enough over his 
limbs to c him out of the room, 
till decency at laſt forced him to put 
ſerous viſit. When 
the huſband and wife were left alone 
together, the latter reſumed the ſubject 
of her children, and gave Booth a par- 
ticular narrative of all chat had paſſed 
at his lordthip's, which he, though 
ſomething had certainly diſconcerted 
him, affected to receive with all the 
teaſure he could; and this affectation, 
owever aukwardly he acted his part, 
ſſed very well on Amelia: for ſhe 
could not well conceive a diſpleaſure, 
of which ſhe had not the leaſt hint of 
any cauſe ; and indeed at a time when, 
from his reconciliation with James, ſhe 
imagined her huſband to be entirely 
and perfectiy happy. ; 
e greateſt part of that night Booth 
ed awake ; and, if duriag the refdue 


5 be faid to lleep, he could 
{carce be (aid to enjoy repele : his eyes 
were no ſooner cloſed, than he was 


urſued and haunted by the moſt fright - 
Fal and terrifying dreams, which threw 


* 
* & 


is impoſſible, my dear, 
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him into ſo reſtleſs a condition, that 
he ſoon diſturbed his Amelia, and 
greatly alarmed her with apprehenſions 
that he had been ſeized by ſome dread- 
ful diſeaſe ; though he had not the leaſt 
ſymptoms of a fever by any extraordi- 
nary heat, or any other indication, but 
was rather colder than uſual, 

As Booth aſſured his wife that he 
was very well, but found no inclina- 
tion to ſhe likewiſe bid adieu to 
her ſlumbers, and attempted to enter- 
tain him with her converiation ; upon 
which his lordſhip occurred as the firſt 
topic; and ſhe repeated to him all the 
ſtories which ſhe heard from Mrs. 
Elliſon, of the peer's to his 
ſiſter, and his nephew and niece. | © It 
s the, to 


« deſcribe their fondneſs for their uncle, 


© which is to me an inconteſtible ſign of 


« a parent's goodneis. In this manner 
ſhe ran = = ſeveral minutes; con- 
cluding at laſt, that it was pity ſo 

ev — ſuch generous — want 
to immenſe fortunes. 

Booth, inftead of making a dire& 
anſwer to what Amelia had laid, cried 
coldly, * But do you think, my dear, 
it was right to accept all thoſe expen- - 
five toys which the children 
home? And Laſk you again, w 
return we are to make for theſe obli- 
« gations ?” . 

Indeed, my dear, cries Amelia, 
4 fob ſee this — — ——— 
« light. Though I am on 
c — the world who would bis 
* lordthip's goodneſs, (indeed I thall 
6 — Gin we are both infinitel 

* obliged to him) yet ſure —. 
© allow the e to be a mere trifle 
© to ſuch a vaſt fortune. As for 
© his own benevolence, in the ſatiafac - 


© tion it receives, more than repays ii 
© ſelf; and I am convinced he expety © - 
+ no other. , ? * 


— 
* 
ww 


* Very well, my dear, cries Booth, 
+ you ſhall have it your way: I muſt 
* confeſs I never yet ſaw any reaſon to 


© blame your diſcernment z and, per- 


© haps, I have. been in the wrong, to 
give myſelf ſo much uncafinets on 
this account. 

« Uncaline(s, child“ ſaid Amelia 
eagerly. Good Heavens | hath this 
© made you uneaſy ?: 

© I do own it hath,' anfwerel 
* and it hath been the only cauſe 

1 


\ 
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u, 1 promiſe du; þ never 
more atcept the value of. a farthing. 
if upon this occaſion I have been 
© cauſe of your uneaſineſa, you will do 
me the juſtice to believe that I at 
totally innocent.“ 
At thoſe words Booth ei 
his arms, and with the tendereſt em- 
brace, .emphatically repeating the word 

tnzocent, cried, — forbid 1 
«ſhould think otherwiſe ! O thou 
the beſt of creatures chat ever ble 
8 ſaid ſhe ſmiling, * — 

— mi 

conſeſs, m e I pro- 
4 miſe you, — wry 
eſteem your for it! but is not pride 
« really at the bottom of this tear of an 
* r 

Ferhaps it may, anfwered he; © or 
if you will, you may call it fear. I 
© own Lam afraid of obligations, as the 
+ worſt kind of debts; tor I have ge- 
s-nerally obſerved thoſe who confer 


? (nd al to ee den ham 


ended all that is materia] of 
their — and a little time after - 
wards, they both fell faſt aſleep in one 
another's arms; from which time 


had no more rettlellneſs, nor any 


ther tion in his dreams. 

Their repoſe, however, had been ſs 
much diſturbed in the former part of 
the night, that as it was ve . before 
they enjoyed that "ſweet I have 
juit mentioned, they lay — the next 
day till noon, when they both aroſe 
with the utmoſt. chearfulneſs; and 
while: Amelia beſtirred herſelf in the 
affairs of her family, Booth went to 
viſit the-wounded co anal... 

He found that gentleman. ftill pro- 
coeding very faſt in his recovery, with 
which hewas more pleaſed than he had 
reaſom to be with his reception; for the 
colonel received him very coldly indeed; 
and when Booth told him he had re- 
ceived perfect ſatis faction from his 
brother, Bath errcted his head, and 
anſwered with a ſneer, Very well, Sir; 
M you think theſe matters can be ſo 


« © made up, d-—n me, if it is any buſi- 


* neſa of mine. My dignity hath not 


been injured.” 


« No one, I believe,” cries Booth, 
Ee dire injure i . 


en it; but this, at leaſt, you 


of a cook, with as much p 9 a 


AM EIL 14 A 1 
vin believe ſo N. ſai colonel 
abe 1 


„think, Sir, you might 


ſured of, that i any man di . L 


tumble bim down the precipice — 
© hell,. d—n,me!. that you may age 
« ſoxed of. 

As. Booth found. the colonel. in this 
dilpaſition, be had no great, inclination 
to 1 — out bis viſit, por did. * 
colonel himſelf ſeem to deſire it; ſo. he 


ſoon returned back to. his. gy 
whom, he found erte if | 


fine lady generally enjoys in dreſſio | 
here out for a ball. as n 


7 1 
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IN WHICH. THE uisTonx 46986 
A. LITTLE BACKWARDS1,. 


EF ORE. we proceed proceed farther 
our hiſtory, we ſhall recoun in 
ſhort ſcene to our reader, which 
between Amelia and Mrs. Elliſon 
whilſt Booth was on his viſit to Colonel 
Bath. We have already obſerved, 
Jaw Amelja.had conceived an extra- 
— 4 for Mrs. Bennet, 
Ahich ſtill increaſed every time the 
ſaw her. She thought ſhe. diſcovered 
\ ſomething wonderfully good and gentle 
in her countenance and diſpoſition, 
was very defirous of eiche! whole 
hiſtory. 
She had a very ſhort interview 
that lady this morning in Mrs. wh 
ſon's. apartment. As ſoon, therefore, 
as Mrs. Bennet was gone, Amelia ac- 
quainted Mrs. Elliſon with the 
opinion ſhe had conceived. of her friend, 
and likewiſe with her curioſity to know 
her ſtory: For: there mu be ſome - 
thing uncommonly good, fad. ſhe, 
in one who can ſo truly mourn for 2 
a 2 above chree Years after his 
the 
0 . cries Mrs, Elliſon, * « to be ſure, 
the world muſt allow her to have been 
* one; of the beſt, of wives, And in- 
© deed, upon the whole, ſhe is à good 
«ſort of woman ; and, what I like her 
«the, beſt for, is a ſtrong reſemblance 
„chat ſhe bears to yourſeff in the form 
«of ber perſon, and ftill — her 
voice. But for my own 8 I know 
$ nothing remarkable in 
unleſs what I have told you; hes! ſhe 
was the daughter of a 3 a 
tte 
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ASS FEST 


T little. or no. fortune, and marxied a 
poor parſon far love, who left her in 
the utmoſt diftreſs, If you pleaſe, I 
„vill ſhew you a letter which ſhe writ 
5 to me at that time, though I inſiſt 
c upqn your promiſe never to mention 
«it to her; indeed, you will be the firſt 
5 perſon I ever ſhewed it to. She 
then opened her ſcrutoire, and tak - 
ing out the letter delivered it to Ame- 
lia, ſaying, There, Madam, is, I 


| © believe, as fine a picture of diltrels 


Fas can well be drawn. 


” 5 DEAR MADAM, 


6 8 I haveno other friend on earth 
| © but yourizlf, I hope you will 
© pardon my writing to you at this ſea- 
c Fon ; though I do not know that you 
«© canrelicve my diſtreſſes, or, if you can, 
© have I any pretence to expect that you 
© ſhould, My poor dear, O Heavens 
my ies dead in the houſe, and 
« after I had procured ſufficient to bury 
« him, a ſet of ruffians have entered 
6 my houſe, ſeized all 1 have, have 
F, ſeized his dear, dear corpſe, and 
<. threaten to deny it burial.” For Hea- 
c yen's ſake, ſend me, at leaſt, ſome 
advice little Tommy ſtands now by 
« me, crying for bread, which I have 
© not to give him, I can ſay no more, 
* than that I am, your. moſt diſtreſſed 


humble ſervant, 


M. BexxET.“ 


a Amelia read the letter over twice, 
and then returning it, with tears ip her 
eyes, aſked how the pour creature could 
poſh ly get through ſuch diſtreſs, 

© You may depend upon it, Madam,” 
ſaid Mrs. Effifon, © the moment I read 
« this account, I poſted away immedi- 
c .ately to the lady. As to the ſeizing 
„the body, that I found way a mere 
«* bugbear; but all the reſt was literally 
true. I ſent immediately for the ſame 
s gentleman that I recommended ta 
Mr. Booth, left the care of burying 
« the. corpſe to him, and brought my 
© friend and her little boy immediately 
ray to . en houſe, where ſhe 
* remained ſame months in the moſt 
f miſerable condition, I then prevail - 
< ed with her to retire into the country, 

and procured her. à lodging with a 
Leske Papen Tore the air 
+. and gajety of which place, by degrees 
H pegoyered her; aud ſhe retyroed in 


t- —_ : 
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about a twelvemonth to as 
« well, I think, as ſhe is at * 
I am almoſt afraid to aik,” crics 
elia; © and yet I long, methinks, 
© to Know what is become of the poor 
« little boy,” | 
He hath bern dead,” ſaid Mrs. El- 
liſon, * a little more than half a year; 
« and the mother lamented him at ſirſt 
© almoſt as much as ſhe did her huſ- 
band; but I found it indeed rather 
© an caher matter to comfort her, 
* though I fate up with her near a fort- 
night upon the latter occaſion.” 
« You are a creature,” faid A- 
melia; © and I love you dearly.' 
© Alas, Madam,” cries ſhe, © what 
could I have done, if it had not been for 
* the goodneſs. of that beſt of men, my 
© noble zoufin ! His lordſhip no ſooner 
© heard of the widew's dittreſs from 
me, than he immediately ſettled ane 
hundred and fifty pounds a year upon 
her during her lite. 
Well! os noble, how 
« was that! ud Amelia. I declare 
I begin to love your couſin, Mrs. 
6 Elliſon,” N 
© And I declare if you. do, an- 
ſwered the, there is no love loſt, I ve- 
* rily believe; if you had heard what I 
© heard him ſay yeſterday; behind your 


c 


* Why, what did he fay, Mrs. El- 
« lifon P.crics Amelia. | Kg 
"© He fad,” anſwered the other, © that 
© you was tlie fivelt woman his eyes 
© ever beheld. Ah! it is in vain to 
« wiſh, and yet I cannot help wiſhi 
too. O Mrs. Booth ! if you 
dern a fingle woman, I firmly be- 
© lieye I could have made you the 
© kicſt in the world. And I 
think, I never ſaw a woman who de- 
G. Ae RR 
am obliged to you, Madam, 
cries Amelia, ? for your good opi- 
F nion; but I really look on mykit 
*. already as the happieſt woman in the 
« world, Our circumſtances, it is true, 
might have been a little more fortu- 
nate; but, O my dear Mrs. Elliſon, 
2 fortune can be put in the ba- 
lance with ſuch 2 huſband as mine l- 
I am afraid, dear Madam, an- 
fwered Mrs, Elliſon, you would not 
© hold the ſcale fairly. I acknow- 
« ledge, indeed, Mr. is a 
pretty gentleman ; Heaven forbid 
* ſhould endeavour to leſſen him in your 


* opinion | pet, if I was to be brought 
yet 1 * 


1 
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© to confeſſion, I could not help ſay- 
„ing, 1 ſee where tlie ſuperiority lies, 
© and that the men have more reaſ6n to 
* envy Mr. Booth, than the women 
© have to envy his lady. | 
© Nay, I will not bear this, replied 
Amelia: * you will forfeit 'all my 
* love, if you have the leaſt diſreſpect- 
© ful opinion of my huſband, You do 
© not know him, Mrs. Elliſon ; he is 
© the beſt, the kindeſt, the worthieſt 
© of all his ſex. I have obſerved, in- 
© deed, once or twice before, that you 
© have taken ſore diſlike to him. 'I 
cannot conceive for what reaſon. If 
«. he hath ſaid or done any thing to diſ- 
s oblige you, I am ſure I can juſtly ac- 
« quit of deſign. His extreme vi- 
_ * vacity makes him ſometimes a little 
©too heedleſs; but, I am convinced, 
* 2 more innocent heart, or one more 
void of offence, was never in a hu- 
« man _—_ R 
« Nay, it erious, cries 
Mrs. Elliſon” «1 ave done. How is 
© it poſſible ſhould ſuſpe& I had 
taken any diſlike to a man to whom 
I have always ſhewn fo perfect a re- 
© gard! But to ſay I think him, or al- 
* moſt any other man in the world, 
_ © worthy of pwn is not within my 
© power with truth. And fince you 
force the confeſſion from me, I de- 
4 elare, I think ſuch beauty, ſuch ſenſe, 
and ſuch goodneſs united, might 
1 afpire without vanity to the arms of 
any monarch in Europe, 
© Alas! my dear Mrs. Elliſon,” an- 
fwered Amelia, do you think hap- 
a pa and a crown ſo cloſely united ? 
How many miſerable women have 
* lain ip the arms of kings! Indeed, 
Mrs. Elliſon, if 1 had all the merit 
© you compliment me with, I ſhould 


* think it all fully rewarded with ſuch . 


© 2 man as, I thank Heaven, hath 
* fallen to my lot; nor would I, upon 

_ * my foul, exchange that lot with apy 
4 queen in the univerſe. | | 
Well, there are enow of our ſex," 
fatd Mrs. Elliſon, to keep you in 
* counteriance ; but I ſhall neyer for. 
* get the beginning of a ſong of Mr. 
« Conpgreve's, that my huſband was ſo 
fond of, that he was always ſinging it. 


© Love's but a frailty of the mind, 
_ © When tis not with ambition join'd. 


Love without intereſt makes but an 
< vnfavoury diſh, in my opinion,” | 
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And pray how long hath this been 
your opinion? ſaid Amelia, fmiling., 

Ever fince I was born, anſwered 
Mrs, Elliſon ; at leaſt, ever ſince 1 
© can remember. py 

© And have you never, ſaid 
* deviated from this generous way 
«© thinking?” mY 

© Never once, anſwered the other, 
© in the whole courſe of my life.” 

© O Mrs, Elliſon ! Mrs. Elliſon l' 
cries Amelia; why do we ever blame 
© thoſe who are diſingenuous in con- 
« feſling their faults, when we are ſo 
© often aſhamed to own ourſelves in the 
© right? Some women now, in my ſitua- 
© tion, would be angry that you had 
© not made confidantes of 'them ; but 
© I never defire to know more of the 
< ſecrets of others, than they are pleaſed 
© toentruſt me with.” You muſt believe, 
© however, that I ſhould not have given 
you theſe hints of my knowing all, 
c if T had diſapproved of our choice. 
* On the contrary, I aflure you, I 
© highly approve it. The gentility he 
« wants, it will be eaſy in your wer 
© to procure for him; and as for his 
. good qualities, I will myſelf be boun 
* tor 


r them; and I make not the leaſt 


© doubt, as you have owned to me your- 
« ſelf that you have placed your affec- 
© tions on him, you will be one of the 
c ieſt women in the world.“. 

. Yoon my Honour, cries Mrs. El- 
liſon, very gravely, I do not under- 
© ſtand one word of what you mean.” 

* Upon my honour, youaſtoniſh me !* 
faid Amelia; * but1 done,” 

© Nay, then,” faid the other, I in 
« fiſt upon knowing what you mean.” 

6 Wh: , what can I mean, anſwered 
Amelia, but your marriage with Ser. 
« jeant Atkinſon!? Aer ot 
* With Serjeant Atkinſon !* cries 

rs. Ellifon, eagerly ; my marriage 
« with a ſe ay Y . 

« Well, with Mr. Atkinſon then; 
Captain Atkinſoy, if you pleaſe ; for 
© ſo 1 hope to ſee him,” —Y 

And have you really no better opi- 
© nion of me,” Nd Mrs. Elliſon, hn 
to imagine me capable of ſuch con- 
«© deſcenhion? What have 1 done, dear 
Mrs. Booth, to deſerve fo low a place 


© in your eſteem? I find, indeed, as So- 


© lomon ſays, Women ought to watch 
© the door of their i he ow little did 
« I imagine, that alittle harmleſs free. 
© dom in diſcourſe could perſuade ani 
one that I could entertain a ſerious in- 

| _ © renton 
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© tention of diſgraci family! for 
© of a DT come, I 
c you, * e 1 8 
« let ings. Few of my lodgers, 

c Waben, Se came of a 4 

© If T have offended you, Madam, 
ſaid Amelia, I am very ſorry, and aſk 
« your pardon ; but beſides what I heard 
4 yourſelt, Mr. Booth told me.” 
0 yes!' anſwered Mrs. Elliſon ; 
Mr. Booth, I know, is a very good 
« friend of mine. Indeed, I know you 
«© better, than to think it could be your 
© own ſuſpicion, I am very much ob- 
« liged to Mr. Booth, truly.“ 

© Nay,* cries Amelia, the ſerjeant 
« himſelf is in fault; for Mr. Booth, 
I am poſitive, only repeated what he 
© had from him.” 

© Impudent coxcomb!* cries Mrs. 
Elliſon ; © I ſhall know how to keep 
© ſuch fellows at a proper diſtance for 
© the future. I will tell you, dear 
* Madam, all that happened. When 
I roſe in the morning, I found the 
fellow waiting in the entry; and, as 
« you had expreſſed ſome regard for him 
© as your foſter-brother, (nay, he is a 
C by frm fellow, that 1 muſt own) 
© I ſcolded my maid for not ſhewin 
© him into my little back room; and f 
© then aſked him to walk into the par- 
* lour. Could I have imagined he 
© would have conſtrued ſuch little civi- 
© lity into an encouragement !* 

* © Nay, I will have ſiltice done to 
© my poor brother, too, ſaid Amelia. 
I myſelf have ſeen you give him much 
« greater encouragement than that. 

« Well, perhaps I have, faid Mrs. 
Elliſon; I have been always too up- 
« guarded in my ſpeech, and canndt 
* anſwer = all I have ſaid. She then 

to change her note, and with an 
affected la I all into ridicule; 
and ſoon afterwards the two ladies ſe- 
parated, both in apparent good-hu- 
mour; and Amelia went about thoſe 
domeſtic offices, in which Mr. Booth 


found her engaged at the eud of the 
preceding chapter. 


CHAP. IV. 


CONTAINING A VERY EXTRAOR- 
DINARY INCIDENT, 


'N the afternoon, Mr. Booth, with 
Amelia and her children, went to 


AMELIA, 
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converſation now turned on what 
in the morning with Mrs. Elliſon ; the 
m0 of the dialogue, I mean, re- 
corded in the laſt chapter. Amelia told 
her huſband, that Mrs. Elliſon fo 
ſtrongly denied all intentions to marry 
the ſerjeant, that ſhe had convinced 
her the poor fellow was under an error, 
and miſtaken a little too much le- 
vity for ſerious encouragement; and 
concluded, by deſiring th ndt to 
jeſt with her any more on that ſubject. 

Booth burſt into a laugh at what his 
wife ſaid. * My dear creature, ſaid 
he, how eaſy is thy honeſty and fim- 
« plicity to be impoſed on! how little 
* doſt thou gueſs at the art and falſe- 
© hood of women ! I knew a young la - 
dy, who, againſt her father's con- 
ſent, was married to a brother officer 
of mine; and as I often uſed to walk 
with her, (for I knew her father in- 
timately well) ſhe would of her own 
© accord take frequent occaſions to ris 
* dicule and vilify her huſband, (for 
© ſo he was at the time) and expreſſed 
great wonder and indignation at the 
report which ſhe allowed to prevail, 
that ſhe ſhould condeſcend ever to 
* look at ſuch a fellow, with any other 
6 _ than of laughing at and de- 
„ ſpiling him. The marriage after- 
© 'wards became publickly owned, and 
the lady was reputably brought to 
© bed: ſince which Ihave often ſeen her, 
nor hath ſhe ever a to be in 
* the leaſt aſhamed of what ſhe had for- 
* merly ſaid ; though, indeed, I be- 
© lieve ſhe hates me heartily for having 
© heard it. 

© But for what reaſon,” cries Ame- 
lia, ſhould ſhe deny a fact, when ſhe 
© muſt be fo certain of our di 
«© it, and that immediately? | 

I cannot anſwer what end ſhe may 
* propoſe,” ſaid Booth. Sometimes 
one would be almoſt perſuaded that 
© there was a pleaſure in lying itſelf. 
But this I am certain, that I would 
© believe the honeſt ſerjeant on his bare 
« word, ſooner than I would fifty 
Mrs. Elliſon's on oath. I am con- 
© vinced he would not have faid what 
© he did to me, without the 8 
« encouragement ;z and, I think, 
* what we have been both witneſſes to, 
it requires no great confidence in his 
« veracity, to give him an unlimited 
credit with regard to the lady's be- 
„ haviour.' | 


refreſh themſelves in the Park. The To „ 
er 


* 


they diſcourſed of other matters during 
© the remainder of a very pleaſant walk. 
When they home, Amelia 


was ſurprized to find an appearance of 
diforder in' her . Several of 
the trinkets, which his lordſhip had 
given the children, lay about the room; 
and a ſuit of her own cloaths, which 
the had left in her drawers, was now 
| N upon the bed. 
| immediately ſummoned her lit- 
tle girl up ftairs, who, as ſhe e 
eived the moment ſhe came up wit 
a candle, had half cried her eyes cut; 
for though the girl had opened the door 
to them, as it was almoſt dark, ſhe had 
not taken any notice of this phoenome- 
non in her countenance. 
The girl now ſell down upon her 
knees, and cribd, For Heaven's ſake, 


* Madam! do not be angry with me. 


* Indeed, I was left alone in the houſe, 
* and hearing fomebudy knock at the 
4 door, I opened it, J am ſure, think- 
ing no harm. I did not know but it 
© might have been you, or my maſter, 
or Madam Elliſon ; and immediately 
© as I did, the rogue burſt in, and ran 
directly up ftairs, and what he hath 
© robbed you of I cannot tell; but I 
I am ſure I cculd not help it, for he 
s was a great ſwinging man, with a 
* piſtol in each hand; and if I had 
© dared to call out, to be fure he would 
* have killed me. I am ſure I never 
t was in {uch a fright in my born days, 
© whereot I am hardly come to myſelf 
yet. I believe he is ſomewhere about 
« the houſe yet, for I never ſaw him 
. go cut.“ Ye 
Amelia diſcovered ſome little alarm 
/ at this narrative, but much leſs than 
wany other ladies would have Hewn ; 
for a fright is, I believe, ſometimes laid 
bold of as an opportunity of difeloſing 
ſeveral charms peculiar to that occa- 
Gon z and which, as Mr. Addiſon ſays 
of certain virtues, * 


— ſhun the day, and lie conceal'd, 
In the ſmooth featons and the calms of life. 


Booth having opened the window, 
and ſummoned in two chairmen to his 
aſſiſtance, procceded to ſearch the houſe; 
but all to no 3 the thief was 
flown, though the poor girl, in her ſtate 
of terror, had not ſeen him eſcape. 

But now a circumſtance appeared, 
which greatly ſurprized boch Booth and 


* Y 
* 


Air, 


x 
FE 


* 


Amelia; indeed, I believe, it will bare 
the ſame effect on the reader; and this 
was, that the thief l 
with him. Ile had, indeed, tumbl 

over all Booth's and Amelia's cloaths, 
and the children's toys, but had left all 
behind him. * 
Amelia was ſcarce more pleaſed than 
aſtoniſhed at this diſcovery, and re- 
examined the girl; aſſuring her of, an 
abſolute pardon, if ſhe confeſſed the 
truth; but grievouſly threatening, her 
if ſhe was found guilty of "the leaſt 
falhood. As for a thief, child, fays 
ſhe, * that is certainly not true: you 
have had ſomebody with you, to 
* whom you have been ſhewing the 
* things ; therefore, tell me plainly 


„ who it Was. 


The girl proteſted in the ſolemneſt 


manner that ſhe khew not the perſon 
but as to ſome circumſtances ſhe b 
to vary a little from her firſt account, 
articularly as to the piſtols ; concern- 
ing which, being ſtrictly examined by 
Booth, ſhe at laſt cried, To be ſure, 
© Sir, he muſt have had piſtols about 
him.“ And inſtead of perſiſting in 
his having ruſhed in upon her, ſhe now 
confeſſed, that he had aſked at the door 
for her maſter and miſtreſs ; and that 
at his deſire ſhe had ſhewn him up 
ſtairs, where he at firſt ſaid he would 
ſtay till their return home. But, in- 
* deed,” cried ſhe, © I thought no harm; 
© for he looked like a gentleman-like 
* ſort of man: and, indeed, ſo 1 
thought he was for a while, 
* whexeof he ſate down and behaved 
© himſelf very civilly, till he ſaw ſome 
of maſter's and miſs's things upon 
© the cheſt of drawers; whereof he 
© cried, 4 Heyday ! what's here? and 
then he fell to tumbling about the 


© things like any mad. Then I thinks, 


thinks I to myſelf, to be ſure he is 2 
© highwayman, whereof I did not dare 
0 N to him; for I knew Madam 

ſon and her maid was gone out, 
„and what could ſuch a poor girl as I 
do againſt a great ſtrong man! And 
* beſides, thinks I, to be ſure he hath 
got piſtols about him, though I can- 
© not indeed (that I will not do for 
the world) take my bible oath that I 
© ſaw any; yet, to be ſure, he would 
* have ſoon pulled them out, and ſhot 
' E. 9 7 5 Thad ventured to have 
* ſaid any thing to offend him. 
| 0 Ong of this; 
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1 can conceive * babe 
* account, than that that it mu! 
. e er e 
O. good Sir , Laid the girl, now 
mention 15 af, Rey not a thief, 
ing for e muſt have been a mad- 

indeed; he looked, and be- 
J himſelf too, very much like a 
ban. for now I remember, he 


to himſelf, and ſaid 


7 
=” l 
g 8. 
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eren 


E E 
8 2 beſides, if he Ix! 
© man, What could it do him to 
* throw the | all t the room 
*in ſuch a manner? And he ſaid ſome- 
© thing too about my. y maſter, juſt before 
Nh — down ſtairs; I was in ſuch 
a fright, I cannot remember particu- 
6 4 * but I am ſure they were very 
2 —.— he faid he would do for 
1d. Lam ſure he ſaid that, and other 
© wicked bad words too, if I could 
© but think of them. 


«U 2 word, ſaid Booth, * this 


© is, probable conjecture; but 
«(ll I —_ puzzled to conceive who it 


© ſhould be; for I have no madman to 
* my knowledge of my acquaintance; 


© and it ſeems, as the girl ſays, he 


© aſked for me. He then turned to 
the child, and aſked her if ſhe was cer- 
tain, of that circumſtance. 

The poor maid, after a little heſi- 
tation, anſwered, : Indeed, Sir, I can- 
not be very politivez, for the fright 
© he tony me. wa 2 8, ug 

* every moſt gut of my min 

c Well, * he * A- 
a Lam glad the chnſequence is 
no worſe; but let this be a warni 
* to. you, little Betty, and teach y 
6 wy take more care 2 the future. Fit 

ever you ſhould be left alone in the 

uſe again, be ſure to let no per- 

ſons in, without firſt 1 BE at 
the wWi — ſeeing d 10 

Ae. om not C = 

1 ker — 5 on this occaſi ky occaſion, = 

fl yo 


Sand Eire 5 


Aegi 


AMBLAI A. 
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5 into our apartment, which was 
— very wrong, in our abſence,” 5 
Betty was going to anſwer, but A- 

5 would not — ſaying, Don't 


£4 attem excuſe yourſelf 3+ for I 
moral he hate a liar, and can forgive 
fault ſooner 


n falſhood.” 
girl then ſubmitted ; and 
— ia wich her aſſiſtance began 


to ay all, things in their order; 
ittle F h her watch 
with great fondneſs, declared ſhe would 


never part with it any more. 
Thus ended this odd adventure, not 


entirely to the ſatisfa&ion of Booth: 


for, beſides his curioſity, which, when 


many thoroughly xouzed,. is a very trouble- 


ſome paſſion, he had, as is, J believe, 
uſual with all perſons in his circum 
ſtances, ſeveral doubts and apprehen- 
Indeed, 
fear is never more uneaſy, than when 
it doth not certainly know it's objett : 
for on ſuch occaſions the mind is ever 
employed in raiſing - a thouſand b 
bears and phantoms, much more 

ful than any realities ; and like chil - 
dren, when they tell tales of hob b- 
lins, ſeems * in terri Nag 


itſelf. 


CHAT, v. 


CONTAINING SOME MATTERS/NOT 


VERY UNNATURAL. 


ATTERS were ſcarce ſooner 
reduced into order and decency, 

than a violent knocking was heard at 
the door ; ſuch indeed as would have 
perſuaded one not accuſtomed to 
the ſound, that the madman was re- 
. in the higheſt ſpring-tide of his 

ury 

Inſtead, however, of ſo ebe 
an appearance, a very fine lady pre- 
ſently came into the room, no other 
indeed than Mrs. James herſelf; for 
ſhe was reſolved to ſhew Amelia, by 
the ſpeedy return of her viſit, how un- 
juſt all ker accuſations had been of any 
failure in the duties of friendſhip : e 
had moreover another reafon to acce- 


oy_ this viſit, and that was, to con- 


25 ate her friend on the event of the 
er oops) Bath and Mr. 


Nie had fo well | 
Ee 1 
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had now n the door, Mrv. Elliſon up ſtairs. 
formality which ſhe had worn on 2 lere 
former occaſion. On the eontrary, e arid very plentifully rallied both 
now beha e wt oe 0 
| ſo ve deli: — evunt 
* 7 was ; but, 
vſity that may appext v0 fois fog fn- - park, I fancy it m be 
confiderable' in 1tielf to be recorded; © of yours ; ſome perſon that hath ſeen 
and yet, as it certainly produced a very G bad {6 is run mad with love 
ſtrong conſequence in the mind of Mr. „Idee, 1 Mould got wordar if 
5 „ve cannot prevail on ourſelves «© mankind were to do the fame.—La ! 
po ge 4 Ir. Booth, what makes ave ? 
| mily, who was preſent in © why, you 'are as melancholy as if 
the room while Mrs. James was there, had been robbed ins Led. 
as "ſhe ſtood near that lady, happened * my word, thqugh, to de ſeri- 
to be playing with her watch, which * ous; it is % and as the 
tly overjoyed had eſtaped 4 girl now not What to 
Wo TO the 
him; yet, 


3 
* » . 


- "Amelia caught 'eager hold of this + Madam?” LIE 


and ran on with t encomiums on 2 Well: puls TY cries Mrs. Elli- 
his lordſhip's goodneſs, and particu- : | t 
5 1 a eroſity. Ta which id 


the care of it, — Here, am,” faid 
me, © here is à preſent from my lord 
4 to us; here are two tickets for the 
maſquerade at Ranelagh. 7 
be w charmed with it— it is the 
tat fwecteſt of alt diyerfons. 
time with à very ſagacious May I be dammed, Madam,“ cries 
look, a very ſignificant leer, and a Booth, if my wiſe ſhall go thither! 
9 Mrs. Elliſon razed at theft worde; 
ever 


he greateſt genius the world hath and, indeed, fo did Amelia; for they 
produced, obſerves in one of his were ſpoke with great vehemence. At 
moſt excellent plays, that * ö hae 1 


oo "cried 3 

| | of aſtoniſhment, © Not let your 

—T rifles light a8 alr, * to Rattlagh, Sir 4 wat” "> 
Are to I | 155 Madam, cries Booth; 1 

As proofs of holy v > not let my wife go to Rane- 

1 | . by 4 A + lagh* — 
That Mr. Booth begun to be pofleſ- ee ſurprize me!” cries Mrs. El. 
ted by this worſt of friends, admits, 1 lifon. © * Sufe you are not in earneſt ! 
think, no longer doubt; for at this En Fong returned he, < 1 
- ſpeech of Mrs. James; he ifamediately am feriouſly in 'earnelt. _ what 
turned pale, and from à high ie more, I am convinced th would 
of cheurfulneſs; was aft ona ſudden of der own accord refuſe to go,” 
ſtruck dumb, ſo that he ſpake not und-. Now, Madam,” ſußd Mrs.'E! 
"ther 'word till Mrs; James left the Nr are to unſwer for yourſelf; an 
room. 6 


lt for your huſhand, that, if you 
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to * jp without kn 
e am not, I think, obliged 
them G eder gebe 
exies Mrs. Elliſon; (if I 
, 1 told this, I would not have 
believed it, What! refuſe 


; 2 diverſion ? mf; 2 | 


you have not the pretence to 


would colt you a farking!” 
bs: — 4 y more on this 
1 hb Jens Madam?” cr es Amelia, 


AN N e to me matters of 
a 10 indifference, that the bare in- 
« clinations of any one for whom I 
have the leaſt value, w ut al 
times turn the balance of mine. 
1 re, then after what Me. Booth 


2 


2 


n mhing her up 
our par 


ind an 
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you will aſk me no mon; 255 


ſured I mut and will refuſe 


. Jon) or — 
in publick places, 


cn vi 


A SCENE, IN WHICH 2 LADIES 
WILL POSSIBLY THINK AMELIA'S 
CONDUCT. EXCEPTIONABLE. A 


A 
ee was pre bi: 


man 
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* quiring the reaſon of it. is vou 

y * may depend upon, Amelia, * hem 
* good and happineſs are ng 

«, jets of all my wiſhes,” and pay I 

ſe in all my actions. This 

© ew alone could tempt me to refuſe 

you any thing, or to. conceal, any 


g from Ms: 
yourſelf,” anfwer- 


» 1 T wil appeal 
— _ 5 be not uling * 
** à child; and whe 
L can poſhbly help being a little of- 
7 kee at it, 
© Not in * leaſt,' repliecd he. * I 
© uſe you only with the 22 a 
+ friend. I would only endeavour tp 
* conceal that from you, which I think 


N gy, Fa. uneaſineſs_ if you 


5 frauds of ee 4 
I deteſt all fraud, ſays ſhe; © and 


5 epithet to be 
2 1 55 wn. a word, You 


have oftei von know, tried theſe 
„ frauds with no. better effect than to 
n and me. Yoy cannot 


: 7 arme, my dear, but that I. muſt 


4 violent defire to know the rea- 
L; az words which, T own, I never 

to have heard: and the 
70 more you. have ſhewn a relugtance to 
tel] the more eagerly I have 
4 Tz know, Nor can this be 
called a vain curioſi „ lince I ſeem 
ſo much intereſted in this affair. If, 


_ © after all this ſti ink on k = 
ing the on Te il 75 


I am — ignorant of the duty of a 
« wife, by my obedienee; but I can- 
© not help te log you at the ſame time, 
4 « you will wake we one of the mal 
4 Tia: of Nac 8 . 
2 57 eri 85, 
« fully, 40 05 he be 
1 4 Ely, e but 1 
am Beats to 1548 it ev 2 N 
| 71 
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7 Why then, ſitive en _ 
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e are called the pious b yen 


convince you 


uA 


© then' ſhew you, that "however ol 
« you may know the duty of a Wife, 
am not always 'able to behaye like a 
© huſband, In à word, chen, my dear, 
© the ſecret is no more than this : Tam 
*, unwilling you ſhould” receive any 

more prelents from my lord,” 
Mercy upon me!” cries ſhe, with 
all the marks of aſtoniſhment; hat! 
© a maſquerade ticket: 
Ves, my dear,” cries he g that is 
od « Frrove the very worſt'and moſt dan- 
us of all, Few men make 
ts of thoſe tickets to ladies, with 

© out : intending to meet them at the 
'© place. And What do we know of 
0 © ous companion ? To be fincere with 

ou; I have not liked her behaviour 

for ſome time. What might be the 
5 conſequence of going with fuch a wo- 
man to. ſuch a 8 to meet ſuch a 
'© perſon,” I le to think ! And 
© now, my dear, I have tgld you my 
4 reaſon 7 refuſing her offer with 5 
little vehemence? and, I think, I 
* need ont: row pug no farther.” 
You need. not indeed, Sir, an- 
Good Heavens ! did I 
ever expect th hear this! I can ap- 
« peal to yourſelf, Mr. Booth, if T have 
ever done any thing to deſerve ſuch 
'©x. fillpicion. "if ever any action of 
© mine, nay, if ever any thought had 
© ſtained the innocence of my foul, I 
could be — * 

How cruelly do you miſtake me 
ſaid Booth; her e have 1 
s ever ſhewn 3 © 

Can vou 'aſk it, anſwered the, 
546 whe (5 have juſt now de- 
. ſuſpicion of 

0 2 ulpicion o 

en 
67 ee a thou 5 (ating that way, 
the worlt of evils that ever at- 
"0 « Mig ed human nature attend me! I 
© know the pure innocence of that ten- 
der boſom ; I do know it, my lovely 
angel, and adore i. The ſnares 
'«© which might be laid for that inno- 
© cence, were alone the cauſe of my 
5 I feared what a wick- 
ed and voluptuonus man, reſolved to 
facrificg every thing to'the gratifica- 
tion of a ſenfual eren 
* maſt delicious +. 2 gut attempt. 
If e Ae 
8 0 reve in 
* hel Y. 5 b. l 
Do not terrify me,“ cries be, in- 


? tions. O Mr, Booth, Mr 


ANTI Is 


terrupting him, * with fuch 


1 


ou muſt well know that a woman's 
. irtue is always her ſufficient guard. 
No huſband; without ſuſpecting that, 
can fuſpe& any r from 
© ſnares you Px Bog And why, i 
C 2 are liable to take ſuch thin 11 11 
78 our head, may not your ſuſpicions 
7 fall on me, add — 
© for ſure nothing was ever more un- 
« juſt, I will not ſay ungrateful, than 
© the ſuſpicions which you have be- 
6 e- on his lordſhip. I do ſolemn- 
declare, in all e times I have 
Nha the poor man, he hath never once 
offered the leaſt forwardneſs. His 
© behaviour hath been polite, indeed, 
* but rather remarkably diftant than 
© otherwiſe: ly when we 
together, I don't re- 
e ten words to me all 
E Mme d z and when I was at his 
© houſe, though he ſhewed the greateſt 
s fondneſs imaginable to the children, 
c he took ſo little notice of me, that a 
s vain woman would have been 


Worn ren oi him ; and if he. 


« gavet 

'« 'offered me one. 
s which he ever offered me, was that 
* which you in that kind manner forced 


ents, he never 


© me to refule.” 
All this may be only the effect of 
art,“ ſaid Booth. © I am convinced 


£ Ar nay, Iam EIT, muſt 
C m riend James, 
C who perfil 5 2 gi the world, 
© told me that his lordſhip's character 
« — Ip that of the moſt profuſe in his 
3 aer ames 8 
$ lordſhip is extrem generous— 
4% where he Ras bc # 
I T ſhall never forget the ſneer with 
© which the ſpoke thoſe laſt "wore, 
Ia convinced they injure _ 
- cries Amelia. * As for James, 
© the was always given to be cenſori- 
© ous; Dre it in her long a 
as her grea ; and ax for S 
* « colonel, I I believe he may find faults 
enow of » kind ip his wp deform, 
x after them nw 


Y 2 T am fure he ha 


the molt 'imyudent look of all the 


f men T know; I folemnly de 

« _ _ very $1 time he was kere, 
1 e put out enge age 
e ee 


* - 
- 
„ *%s 


he firſt, indeed, 


© nar do 1 believe he defires I ſhould; 

« but what intereſt could he have in 
© abuſing this lord's character to me? 
© Or why ſhould I queſtion his truth, 
0 whey e tae that ity e had 
© never done an att of beneficence in 
© his life, but for the ſake of ſgme wo- 
man whom he luſted after? 

Then I myſelf can confute him, 
replied Amelia: * for beſides his fer- 
* vices to you, which, for the future, 
© I ſhall wiſh to forget, and his kind- 
© neſs to little babes, how incon- 
* ſiſtent is the character which James 
c 12 of him, with his lordſhip's be- 

viour to his own nephew and niece, 
© whoſe extreme fondneſs of their uncle 
« ſufficiently proclaims his goodneſs to 
them! I need not mention all that I 
© have heard from Mrs. Elliſon, every 
« * word of which I believe ; for I have 

t reaſon to think, notwithſtand- 

ing ſome little levity, which, to give 
* her her due, ſhe ſees and condemns 
X in herſelf, ſhe is a very good' ſort of 
woman.“ 
Well, my dear, cries Booth, 21 

— have been deceived, and I hearti- 
c 4 5 ope I am ſo; but in caſes of this 
© nature, it is always to be on the 
«© ſureſt fide : for, as ſays, 


© The wiſe too jealous are; fools too ſecure. 


Here Amelia burſt into tears; 
which Booth immediately caught — 
in his arms, and endeavoured to com- 
fort her. Paſſion, however, for a while 


33 dut of him that 
© I was jealous. If you could look 
© into my breaſt, and read all the 
© moſt mag of m "wy, bears, 


What is it you fear? | You mention 
not force, but ſnares. 


« gepfels, at leaſt, that you have ſome 
you Aug 


o* 
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Fi An imagine _ Ho you 
me 

be cheat EA 


an excuſe for her 9 


© not, I think, n IA 
0 


C . my judgment 3 but 
it, that no man breath 


: « ould ve any ſuch deſigns a you 
© have — without m 
_ © mediately ſeeing them z and 
* ſhould then my — 2 


* conduft w you. hath n de» 
* clared.” 


222 
41.8 
3; 8 
Tir | 


If 


Pray 
8 5 


— — z _ let 
entreat you to baniſh ſh for ever all 
h ſuſpicions from your mind I 
ape Mrs. Ellifog bath not difcover- 
© ed the — cauſe of your paſſiom; but, 


= 


fd he 


py 


2 * * 3 
Z 
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© it ſhould — his lordſhip's ears. 
Von would: laſe the beſt friend that 


% 


© ever man had. Nay, I would not 
«-for his own ſake, man {fer I 
l really believe · it. would affect him 
—— muſt, I cannot help 
an cficera for ſo much good 
7 — eſteem which, by this dear 
hand, ſaid he, hing Nee e band 
and kiſſing it, © nv man alive mall ever 
obtain by making love to me. 
Booth caught ber in his arms, and 
2 after which the 

iation ſonn becgme complea 
8 tontemplation of 
met ae, puriedall his W 

E 


nA Þ. vu. Ayo 


arg) d wulen THERE 18 
x en LEARNING; 8 


uk gert morning, „Aid Bovth 
T was gone to tale his morning 


3 Mrs, 


1 


| that Mrs, Ellifon 
for that lady 


<1 thipk 


Ee! mea name 17 
orget it NOPE, nay, 
iev I have. been in wrong 3 


n 


men 
to b N Ar 


ty - 
of. his 


Klip apartment, 
was received with 9 
ſhe found that lady w "at 
N with Mr. Ban; and by ſome 
ts which dropt from her in converſa 
tion, Amelia very greatly . 
too much f 
cion of her huſband's real : 
declared very 4 
could not 2 perceiving w 
man Mr, Booth was : * And 


ſhe 


yet 
n e 
to impoſe on his lordſhip 


c 5 v I wil ot hath d 


the ca n 
« telling . be was 5 Fel hut. 
c band? in the 5 5 


Amelia's fear 
turbance, and 2 * e 
turned, ihe acquainted him with chem; 


| 1 which occaſion, as is was natural, 
reſumed a little the topick 4; ay their 
2 diſcþurſe z nor could 


„though in y tle Lag 
may ight 4. 0 847 ha ; 


2 a af 8g , which, ſhe ſaid, 
tin it's conſequence very b 
prove their ruin, and 8 | 


of his lordfhip's 


Booth became me ne 
what his wife ſaid ; and the mo 2 
uſt received a note f. Benn Folge 
ames, informing him that the jor a 
ad heard of a Vacant company in the 
8 which Boo 


* 
lord about it 
uſe top N — to obtain Chi bi 
the command. 
The poor man. now, the ut- 
moſt concern for his ſterday s: he- 
haviour; faid, he believed the devil had 
taken poſſeſſion of kim ; and congluded 
with crying out, © Sure I was born, my 
.< degreſt creature, to be your te ent. 
Amelia yo ſeoner ſaw her 's 
diftrefs, 0 Ne ſhe Pg forbore what- 
ever mi vate oh 
and app "od el. Aach r 
ho 1 ne. © If you E 
me leave to offer ma ice, m * 
eſt ſoul, laid ſhe, KIT hon all 
c vet 
x = ol to ſul 
© of. e mould rnb we. — 
mention What 1 am 50 


e, And L » 
fs ak you'to deere pie 
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© and Mrs. Elliſon's offer, and go to 
© the maſqueride- No matter how little 


had no ſooner done 
„ than Booth immediately approved 
in advice, and readily gave his in conſent 
He could bot, however, help ſayi 
chat the ſhorter her ſtay was there, the 
would be to ble + 


1 


the abundant 


ve him hopes of ſucceſs. 
ay gu — — to 


If 
. 


„ and liked her almoſt as much 

yes + wife had done. She did, in- 
deed, behave at this time with more 
than + pe gaiety; and good-hu- 
to her countenance 

off her features, which were 


that 
2 pretty, to the beſt advantage, and 
the deadneſs that had ufually 


1 in her complexion. ; 
ut if Booth was now pleaſed with 


rs. Bennet, Amelia was ſtill more 
caſed with ber than ever; for when 
diſcourſe turned on love, Amelia 
diſtovered that her new friend had all 
the ſame ſentiments on that ſubje& with 
herſelf. In the courſe of their conver- 
fation; Booth gave Mrs. Bennet a hint 
of wiſhing | hee huſband ; upon 
which, both the ladies declanned i 
Treond marriages withequal vehemence. 
Upon this occafron, and his 


wiſe diſcovered à talent in their viſitant, 
—— they had been before wee 


rs, and for which they bot 

admired her and this was, that 

— a he — in which 
— wg: of ou 


„„ oY OOTY, 


the- divinity of - the. great and 
learned Dr. Barrow, and with the hiſto- 
ries excellent Brſhop Burnet. - 

.delivered herſel on the ſub- 


_ Our laws certamly allow 
c «i, ſo; I think, doch aur rel}- 
n. We are now debatin A* on 
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© held to be infamous. 
part, how great a 
a ſeem, I ſolemnly 


* on may 
1 I fee but little difference be- 


— having two huſbands” at one 
© time, and at ſeyeral times; and of 
* this I am very confident, that the 


© degree of love for a firſt huſ- 
= which preſerves a woman in 

the one caſe, will preſerve 

other. There is one 


© donable in her to carry barrenneſs 
into 2 ſecond family. 


nable, 
© But ſuppoſe, M. cries Booth, 
i ting her, with a ſmile, * ſhe 
* ſhould have had children by her firit 
« huſband, and have loſt hem? 
0 That is a caſe,” anſwered ſhe, wich 
4 * which I did not defire to think 
— I muſt own it the moſt fa 
4 — light in which a ſecond mar- 
4 can be ſeen. But che Scriptures, 
„ — obſerves, - rather ſuſſer 
by _ than commend them; and St. 
— againſt chem with 
4 — utmaſt bitterneſs. I remen- 


der, cries Booth, (WhO was willing 


either to thew his learning, or to draw 


out the lady's). (a very wiſe law of 


© Charondas, the famous law gi 


5. Thurium, by which men who mu- 


© rieda ſecond time were removed from 
© all public gougcits; for it was ſcaree 
x + reaſonable 


oY 


+ 
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reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that he who 
as ſo great a fool in his on fami- 
© ty; ſhould be wiſe in publick affairs. 
* though ſecond marriages were 
permitted among the Romans, yet 
they were at the ſame time diſcou- 
8 z and thoſe Roman widows 
< who refuſed them, were held in high 
eſteem, and honoured with what Va- 
© Jerius Maximus calls the Corona Pu- 
* dicitize. In the noble family of Ca · 
© millli, there was not, in many ages; 
a fingle inſtance of this, which Mar 
tial calls adulter: 34. 
© Quetotieraubitnon nab itʒ adulteralege oft.” 

True, Sir, ſays Mrs. Bennet; 
and Virgil calls this a violation of 
< e it 
4 wi utmoſt deteſtation n 


© Sedmibivel Tellus epremprins ime debiſcar; 
Vel Pater Omnipotens adigat me fulmine ad 
b © umbras, WE 
« Pallente umbras Erchi, noemgue profune 
, © dam | 1 
Ante ouder, quam te violo, aut tua jura 
Pm © reſolva! | 

© Tile meos, primum qui me fibi junxit, amores, 
Ille babeat ſemper ſecum etque ſe- 
; : 2 — 7 a 2 7 


- She repeated theſe lines with ſo ſtrong 
an emphaſis, that ſne almoſt frightencd 
Amelm out of her wits, and not a lit- 
tle ſtaggered Booth, who was himſelf 
no contemptible ſcholar. He expreſſed 
great admiration of the lady's learning; 
upon which ſhe ſaid, it was all the for- 
tune given her by her father, and all 
the” — left her by her huſband: 
And ſometimes,” ſaid he, I am in- 

© clined to think I enjoy more pleaſure 
© from it, than if they had beſtowed on 
me what the world would in general 

call more valuable. She then took 
occaſion, from the ſurprize which Booth 
had affected to conceive at her repeat- 
ing Latin with ſo good on to com- 
ment on that great abſurdity (for ſo ſhe 


termed it) of excluding women from gat: 


ing ; for which they were equall 
qutlified with the men, and in whic 

10 many had made ſo notable a profici- 
ency : | rn roof of which ſhe mention= 
ed Madam Dacier, and many others. 

Though both Booth and Amelia out- 
-wardly concurred with her ſentiments, 
it may, be a queſtion whether they did 


not aſſent rather out of complailance 
„ 
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CONTAINING sour UNACCOUNT=< 
_ ABLE BEHAVIOUR IN MAS. L- 
; LISON. a Nd ig 


RS, Elliſon. made her entrance 
at the end of the preceding diſ- 
courſe. At her firſt ap e ſhe put 
on an unuſual degree of formality and 
reſerve; but when Amelia | had, ac- 
quainted her that ſhe deſigned to ac- 
cept the favour intended her, ſhe ſoon 
to alter the ity of her muſcles, 

8 profentl _ my with that * 
which Boo ought proper to 
on his yeſterday's behaviour, 

The converſation now became v 
lively and pleaſant; in which Boo 
dae N the may that 

fled in hows of and havin 

atly , complimented Mrs. Benner 

h on that occaſion, Mrs, Elliſon, 
who was as ſtrenuous an advocate on 
the other ſide, began to rally that lady 
extremely, declaring it Was a. certain 
ſign ſhe intended to in ſoon. 
© Married ladies, cries the, © I believe 
© ſometimes think themſelves in earneſt 
in ſuch declarations, though they are 
© oftener, , perhaps, meant as, compli- 
© ments to their huſbands; but when 


* widows exclaim loudl aging (e- 
* cond marriages, I —_ ways lay 
4 a r, that the man, if not the 
* wedding-day, is abſolutely fixed on. 
Mrs. Bennet made very little anſwer 
to this ſarcaſm, Indeed, ſhe had ſcarce 
ned her lips from the time of Mrs. 
Iliſon's coming into the room, and 
had. grown particularly. grave at the 
mention of the maſquerade. Amelia 
imputed this to her being left out of 
the party, a-matter which is often no 
mall mortification to human pride; 
and, in a whiſper, aſked Mrs; Elliſon if 
ſhe could not procure a third ticket; 
to which ſhe received an abſalute ne- 


ve. +a 

During the whole time of Mrs. Ben- 
net's ſtay, which was above an hour 
afterwards, the remained perfectly ſi- 
lent, and looked extremely melanc E 
This made Amelia very uneaſy, as 

concluded ſhe had gueſſed the cauſe of 
her vexation; in which opinion ſhewas 
the more confirmed; from certain looks 
of no very pleaſant kind which Mrs. 


Bennet now and then caſt on Mrs. 25 
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ſon, and the. more than, ordinary con- 
cern that appeared in the former lady's 


countenance, whenever the maſquerade 
was mentioned, and which unfortu- 
nately was the. principal topic of their 
diſtourſe ; for Mrs. Elliſon gave a very 
elaborate deſcription of the extreme 
beauty of the place, and elegance of 
Wiyben Mz "Ben s departed, 
en . net was departe 

Amelia could not help again ids 
Mrs. Elliſon for another ticket, de- 
claring ſhe was certain Mrs. Bennet 
bad a great inclination to go with them; 
but Mrs. Elliſon again excuſed herſelf 
from aſking it of his lordſhip. * Be- 
« ſides, Madam, ſays ſhe, * if I would 
© go thither with Mrs. Bennet, which, 
< I own to you, I don't chuſe, as ſhe 
© is a perſon whom nobody knows, I very 
much doubt whether ſhe herſelf would 
© like it; for ſhe is a woman of a very 
© unaccountable turn. All her delight 
© lies in'books ; and as for public di- 
© verſions, I have often her de- 
« clare her abhorrence of them. 

What then, ſaid Amelia, could 
© occaſion all that gravity, from the 


© moment, the maſquerade was men- 


© tioned?” 

« As to that,” anſwered the other, 
« there is no gueſſing. You have ſeen 
© her altogether as grave before now. 
6 She hath had theſe fits of gravity at 
© times ever ſince the death of her huſ- 
© band, ie; 

Poor creature !*. cries Amelia; I 
£ heartily pity her; for ſhe muſt cer- 
© tainly ſuffer a great deal on theſe oc- 
©* caſionus, I declare I have taken a 
«© ſtrange fancy to her,” 
Perhaps you would not like her ſo 
© well, if you knew her thoroughly,” 
anſwered Mrs. Elliſon. * She is, upon 
© the whole, but of a whimſical tem- 
© per; and, if you will take my opi- 
nion, you ſhould not cultivate too 
much intimacy with her. I know 
* you will never mention what I fay ; 
« but ſhe is like ſome pictures, which 
« pleale beſt at a diſtance.” 

Amelia did not ſeem to agree with 
theſe ſentiments, and ſhe greatly im- 
portuned Mrs. Elliſon to be more ex- 
plicit, but to no purpoſe; ſhe con- 
tinued to give only dark hints to Mrs. 
Bennet's diſadvantage; and if ever ſhe 
let drop. ſomething a little too harſh, 
ſhe failed not immediately to contradict 
herſelf, by throwing ſome gentle com- 
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mendations into the other ſcale; ſo that 
her conduct appeared utterly unac- 
countable to Amelia; and, upon the 
whole, ſhe knew not whether to con- 
clude Mrs. Elliſon to be a friend or 


During this latter converſation, Booth 
was not in the room; for he had been 
ſummoned down ſtairs by the ſerjeant, 
who came to him with news from Mur- 
phy, whom he had met that evening, 
and who affured the ſerjeant, that if 
he was deſirous of recovering the debt 
which he had before pretended to 
have on Booth, be might ſhortly have 
an opportunity; for that there was to 
be a very ſtrong petition to the board 
the next time they ſate. Murphy ſaid 
farther, that he need not fear having 
his money; for that to his certain 
knowledge the captain had ſeveral 
things of great value, and even his 
children 1d watches. | 
A y alarmed Booth; and 
ſill more, when the ſerjeant reported 
to him from Murphy, that all theſe 
things had been ſeen in his poſſeſſion 
within a day laſt paſt. He now plainly 
perceived as he thought, that Mur- 
phy himſelf, or one of his emiſſaries, 

d been the ſuppoſed madman ; and 
he now very well accounted to himſelf, 
in his own mind, for all that had hap- 
pened ; conceiving that the deſign was 
to examine into the ſtate of his effects, 
and'to_try whether it was. worth his 
creditors while to plunder him by law. 


At his return to his * he 
communicated what he 


| | ad heard to 
Amelia and Mrs. Elliſon, not diſguiſ- 
ing his apprehenſions of the enemy's in- 
tentions; but Mrs. Elliſon endeayoured 


to laugh kim out of his fears, calling 


him faint-hearted, and affuring him he 


might depend on her lawyer. Till 
© you hear from him, ſaid ſhe, © you 


© may reſt entirely contented ; for take 
my word for it, no danger can hap- 
pen to you, of which you will not 

© timely apprized by him: and as for 
the fellow that had the impudence to 
come into your room, if he was ſent 
on ſuch an errand as you mention, I 
* heartily wiſh I had been at home; I 
© would have ſecured him ſafe with a 
* conſtable, and have carried him di- 
© rely before Juſtice Thraſher. I 
© know the juſtice is an enemy to bai- 
cliffs, on his own account. 


This „ a little ow 


4 4 * x FI 4. 
BET) Wn e e | 
much en ent * — £9 a drea Nr ſnare 
Tk Is laid ac virtuous Innocence, 
Tok her wa, fs hap- Under a friend's Falſe pretence.” 
re 


. ee friend to the Aiftreſſed } Booth. imenodingely ired of the 
though, like other powerful Nang, . „ and was 

8 5 is not „ ready to ve. his a cold it A ai, who, Hav 
e to thoſe who want it molt. ing dtveed it, * fay- 


| 15 was extreme at what 
CHAP. IX. his dend, and reſent referred the ad- 

i | vice to the fathe Affair on which he 
CoxnTAininG a VERY STRANGE had received thoſe hints from Atkin- 
INCIDENT. fon the ' preceding evening; but when 

he came to the words more 

7 HEN the huſband and wife maturely, be. cold not fo Well recon- 


were OE cite the | two Hiſt Uns öf this poetical 
"the 8 tjeaht had bpiſtle, if it may be fo talled, With 
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the 
ht; on which occaſion, Amelia any danger Which the law him 
2 1 | on —— Mr. gar hy 
fears, and _ * g could not be well faid to 
band. At $ innocence or virtue; nor did 
fation to anc they 1 bim under any colour or 
Bennet ce of friendſhip. 
I ſhou After much deliberation bn this mat. 
© to find ter, 2 very ſtrange fuſpicion came into 
© for a bad woman; | his hend, and this was that he was be 
* fear Mrs. Ellifon knows ſomething trayed by Mrs. Elliton. He had for fornc 
Sof her more than he cares time conceĩved no very high opinion of 
cover; wh | that ken dom, flewoman, and he tow 
* willing to be ſeen with her in to Hape that ſhe was bribed 
© lic? B-fdes, I have obſerved AS] him. By this means, he 
Mrs. Elliſon hath been always back. thought he would weſt accomnt for the 


<'ward to introduce her me, nor fringe appizrame of he "fr ed 
© would ever bring her 5 apart- madman: arid wen this 2 
„ment, though I have often defired had birth in his mind, Teveral tircum- 
© her. ay: the hath given me 2 nouriſhed and improved it. 
© frequent hints not to cultivate the g theſe, were her jocoſe behaviour 
© acquaintance. What do you think, _ ery on that occaſion, and her 
© my dear? I ſhould be very for — to vidicate his fears from the 
* 328 an intimacy with a wicked 12 which the Ferjeant trad brought 

« perſon h 

< Nay, my dear, cries Booth ; *I ſuſpicion was indeed prepoſ- 
4 8 * of her, nor indeed we, and not at all warranted by, 
© hardly ſo much as yourſelf. But or even conſiſtent Witch, the character 
„ this I think, that Pa Mrs. Elliſon and whole behaviour of Mrs. Elliſon; 
© knows any reaſon wh bg ſhould but it was the only one which at that 
© not have introduced Bennet time ſuggeſted ittelf to his mind, aud 
© into your company, the was very however blameable' it might be, it was 
© much in the wrong in 3 certainly not unnatural in him to enter- 
< hier into it.” tainit: for ſo great a torment is an- 

In diſcourſes of this Kind they xiety to the human "mind, that wee al - 
the, remainder of the evening. 4 * ways endeavour to relieve ourſelves 
morning Booth roſe early, and going from it by gueſſes, however doubtful 


| down ſtairs received from little Betty a or uncertain ; on "all or Poe 
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melia; but I am reſolved to 
know immediately, for I am certain 
of the hand. By the greateſt luck 
in the world, the told me yetterday 
where her lodgings were, when ſhe 
me exceed to come and 
her. She lives but a very few 
doors from us, and I will go to her 
this moment.” 

Booth made not the leaſt object ion to 
his wife's deſign. His curioſity was 
indeed as great as her's ; and fo was his 
unpatience to ſatisfy it, though he 


mentioned not this impatience to A- 


melia; and it had been well 
for him dead e 
Amelia, therefore, tly equip- 
herſelf in her ing-dreſs, and 
ving her children to the care of her 
huſband, made all poſſible haſte to Mrs. 


Bennet's lodgings, 
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Amelia waited near five minutes at 


Bennet was at home, She was then 
uſhered into a parlour, and told that 
the lady would wait on her preſently. 
parlour Amelia cooled her 


In this 


melia firſt came. Of this fact the in- 
formed her, as the only a 
could make for having cau 
wait ſo long fur her company. 
Amelia very readily accepted her a- 
pology, but aſked her with a ſmile, if 
theſe early hours were uſual with her. 
Mrs. Bennet turned as red as ſcarlet 
at the queſtion, and anſwered, * No 
c —＋ *— 5 8 
moſt part, a very early z but 
« happened accidently to fit up 
© late laſt night. I am ſure, I had little 
« expectation of your intending ſuch a 
« favour this morning. 


Amelia, looking por ſtedfaſtly at 


her, ſaid. Is it ible, Madam, 
* you ſhould think ſuch a note as this 
« would raiſe no curioſity in me? She 
then gave her the note, aſking her if 
ſhe did not know the hand. 

Mrs. Bennet appeared in the utmoſt 
ſurprize and confuſion at this inſtant. 
rt is Amelia had conceived but 
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the lighteſt ſuſpicion before, the beha- under ſuch afflictions, as the loſs of 


vipur of the lady would have been a 
truth. She waited not, therefore, for 


an anſwer ; which, indeed, the other 


ſeemed in no haſte to give, but conjured 
her in the moſt earneſt — ex- 
plain to her che meaning of ſo extra- 
ordi an act of friendſhip : © For 
© ſo, faid ſhe, 4 I eſteem it; being 
© convinced you muſt have ſufficient 
« reaſon for the warning you have given 
© me.” | 

Mrs. Bennet, after ſome heſitation, 
anſwered, I need not, I believe, tell 
you how much I am: ſurprized at 
hat you have ſhewn me; and the 
chief reaſon of my ſurprize is, how 
© you came to diſcover my hand. Sure, 
q am, you have not ſhewn it to 
Mrs. Elliſon ?* 

Amelia declared ſhe had not, but 
deſired the would queſtion her no far- 
ther. What ſignifies how I diſcover- 
ed it, ſince your hand it certainly is l 

© I own it is, cries Mrs. Bennet, 
recovering her ſpirita; * and ſince you 
have not ſhewn it to that woman, I 
am ſatisfied. I begin to gueſs now 
hence you might have your infor- 

mation : but no matter; I wiſh I had 
never done any thing of which I 
ought to be more aſhamed. No one 
can, I think, juſtly accuſe me of a 
crime on that account; and I thank 
Heaven, my ſhame will never be di- 
rected by the falſe opinion of the 
world. * t was wrong to ſhew 
my letter; but when I conſider all 
circumſtances, I can forgive it. 

© Since you have gueſſed the truth, 
ſaid Amelia, I am not obliged to deny 
it. She, indeed, ſhewed me your let- 
© ter; but I am ſure you have not the 
< leaſt reaſon to be aſhamed of it. On 
© the contrary, your behaviour on fo 
« melancholy an occaſion was highly 


s praiſe-worthy ; and your bearing up 
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a huſband in ſo dreadful a ſituation, 
ſafficient confirmation to her of the 


« was truly great and heroical,” 
* So Mrs. Ellifon, then, hath ſhewn. 
you my letter ? cries Mrs. Bennet, 
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Why, did not you gueſs it your - 
«© ſelf?” — Amelie, 6 otherwiſe 
« Lam ſure I have betrayed my honour 
© in mentioning it. I hope you have 
not drawn me inadyertently-into any 
breach of my promiie. Did you not. 
© affert, and that with an abſolute cer - 
* tainty, that you knew ſhe had ſhewn, 
me your letter, and that you was not 
angry with her for ſo doing? 

8 . ſo confuſed, replied Mrs. 
—_— that I ſcarce x ow — oh 
c 1 Yes, ; remember I did fa 
C fo. {ith hat oreater — 
© to be angry with her than that. 

/ For Heaven's ſake, cries — 
do not delay my requeſt any longer. 
What you ſay — — 
© my curioſity; and my mind will be 
© on the rack till you diſcover your 
© whole meaning: for I am more and 
© more convinced, that ſomething of the 
© utmoſt importance was. the purport 
of your meſſage. ; | 

Of the utmoſt importance, indeed,” 
cries Mrs. Bennet; at leaſt you will. 
oven my apprehenſions were ſuffi- 
« ciently. well founded. O ious 


Heaven, how 28 my- 
ve 


« ſelf, if I ſhould oved your 
« preſervation! Envilloindeal, ain 
my meaning; but in order to diſcloſe 
0 all my fears in their juit colours, L 
* muſt unfold my whole hiſtory to you. 
Can you have patence, Madam, to 
* liſten to the ſtory of the moſt unfor - 
© tunate of women 2 
Amelia aſſured her of the higheſt 
attention; and Mrs. Bennet ſoon after 
began to relate what is written in the 
ſeventh book of this hiſtor . 


